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SERMON I. 

Preached Feb. 3^ 1771-. 



St* Matth. xiii. 51, 52. 

'Jefus faith unto ihem^ Have ye underjiood 
all thefe things ? T^hey fay unto hinty Tea^ 
Lord. Then faid he unto thenty There^ 
fore every fcrihe which is inflruSied unto 
the kingdom of heaven^ is like unto a than 
that is an houfeholder^ which hringeth 
forth but of his treafure things new and 
old. 

IF there beany difficulty in thefe words, 
it will be removed by confidering the 
manners of that time, in which Jefus lived, 
and the ideas of thofe perfons, to whom 
he addreffed himfelf. 

B The 

'^^^.^'^''y\-'^:: Digitized byGoOQle 



z SERMON 1 

The Ifraelites were a plain, frugal 
people; abundantly fupplied with all 
things needful to the convenient fupport 
of life, but very fparingly with fuch ias 
come under the notion of ornaments or 
fuperfluities. They drew their means of 
fubfiftence chiefly from pafturage, agricul- 
ture^ and other rural occupations* Gol<l 
and Silver was fcarce among the antient 
Jews ; and the lefs neceffary to them, aaf 
they had little traffic among themfelves^ 
atild ftill lefs w'ith they- pagan neighbours jr 
the wifdom of their Law having purpofely 
retrained, and, upon the matter^ prohi- 
bited, all the gainful ways of comriierce.^ 

No^, to a people, thus circumftanced^ 
unfurniftied, in a good degree, with arts' 
and manufa(3:Ures, arid but flenderly pro- 
vided with the means of exchange for 
the commodities they produce ; manage-r 
ment, thrift, and what we call gt>od hujf' 
landryy muft have been a capital virtue; 
Hoiifeholders were efpeeially concerned to 
hoard up, and keep by them, in readinefs, 
4 all 
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ill fuch things as might be requifite eithet 
to cloath or feed their reipedive families^ 
And therefore, lis they were continually 
making frefli addition^ i6 their flock, fb 
they carefully preferved whdt things they 
had, provided they wfere of a nature to be 
preferved, although time and tife had im^ 
paired the grace, or diminifhed the valuer 
bf them. Thusi they had things new and 
old laid up in their ftore-houfe^ or treafury 
(for thefe pirovifibris were indeed their 
treajure)^ which, as the text fays, they 
fcoiild brin^firth^ oh ahy emergency thit 
tailed for theih. 

And to this Jewifh Uodfebotder^ thus 
fui-niflied arid prepared for all bccafions, 
bur Lord compares the fcriie^ inJiruBed 
uriib the kingdom of heaven^ in other words^ 
the minifter, or preacher of the Go^cl. 
Every fuch y&r/^^ was to tie fuitably pro- 
vided with what might be fcrviceable to 
thofe committed to his charge : And the 
Text delivers it, ?is a general inference from 
the example of Chrift himfejlf (who, fronpi 
B 2 a variety 
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4 S E R M O N L 

a variety of topics, fome new^ fome cUy 
had been inftrufting his difciples in this 
chapter), that we, the teachers of his reli- 
gion, fliould likewife have in ftore a va- 
riety of knowledge for the fupply of his 
church, and that we ftiould not be back- 
, ward or fparing, as we fee occafion, in tbf 
ufeofit. Therefore, fays he, that is, 
for this end ^ that your refpedlive charges 
may be well and perfcftly inftrufted by 
you, as you have been by me, every fcribe^ 
which is injlrudled unto the kingdom of hea- 
ven^ is like unto a man that is an boufe- 
holder^ which bringeth forth out of his trea- 
fur£ things new and old. 

It is true, if this inftru<9:ion of our 
Lord and Matter had concerned only thd 
preachers of the word, I might have 
found a fitter place and occafion for a dif- 
courfe upon it. But the- cafe is much 



a 



S^oi THTo — referring to the gocwl effe6l of this way 
of teaching on the difciples, whom it had enabled, as 
they confefled, to und^rfiand the things, which Jefus 
bad taught them. 

Other- 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



SERMON L 5 

other\yife ; and it concerns all the faith- 
ful to und^rftand what the duty of thofe 
is, who are intrufted to difpenfe the word 
of life, left they take offence at the 
miniftry, without caufe, and fo deprive 
themfelves of the fruit which they might 
otherwife reap from it. 

Let me therefore lay before you fome 
plain confiderations on the aphorifm in 
the text ; and fubmit it to yourfelves how 
far they may deferve the notice of all 
Chriftians* 

It would be ridiculous, no doubt, to 
torture a meer figure of fpeech ; ' and to 
purfue a metaphor through all the minute 
applications, which an ordinary imagina- 
tion might find or invent for it. But I 
ftiali not be fufpefted of trifling in this 
fort, when I only conclude, from the 
comparifon of a Chrijiian Scribe to the 
Jewl/b Houfeholder ; 

I. That all the treafures of knowledge, 

which the MINISTER OF THE GoSPEL 

B 3 may 
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6 § E R M O N L 

may have laid up in his mind, are de^ 
flined, not to the purpofes of vanity^ but tq 
the ufe of bis charge ; for fuch muft have 
been the intention of a reafonable Houfe^ 
holder^ in the flock of provifions he had fb 
carefully colle(3:ed : 

IL That fpcb ufe muft be eftim^te4 
from the apparent wants of thofe^ to whom - 
ibis knowledge is difpenfed\ for fo the fru- 
gal houfeholder expends his provifions on 
thofe who evidently ftand in need of them : 
And 

III. Laftly, that among thefe wants, 
fome, at certain conjundures, may be 
more general^ or more prejpng^ than or- 
dinary ; and then his firft care muft be to 
relieve thefe, though other real, and per- 
haps confiderable wants, be, for the pre* 
fent, negleded by him : juft, again, as 
the difcrcet houfeholder is anxious to pro- 
vide againft an uncommon diftrefs that 
befalls his whole family, or the greater 
.■■-■■■ •-^.a'r, 
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S E R M O N I. 7 

part of it, or that threatens the imnaediate 
deftrudion of thofe whom it befalls, 
though he fufpend his care, for a feafon, 
of particular, or lefs momentous diftrefles* 
In thefe three refpedls, then, I propofe 
to illuftrate and enforce the comparifon 
of the Text, without any apprehenfion of 
being thought to <Jo violence to it. 

L The knowledge of a well'mftruSied 
Scribe muft be direded to the edification of 
his charge, and not at all Id the gratification 
of his own vanity. 

This CQnclufion refuks irarnediately from 
the fubjeSl of the comparifon. For the 
Chriftian Scribe is not compared to zprince^ 
who is allowed, and even expefted, to con- 
fult his own ftate and magnificence ; or, 
to one of thpfe popular magijlrates in an- 
tient times, whofe office it was to exhibit 
fplendid (hews, and furnifh expenfive en- 
tertainments, to their fellow-citizens : but 
to a plain Jewifli houfebolder^ who had no- 
thing to regard beyond the neceffary, or, 
^4 at 
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8 SERMON I. 

at moft, decent accommodatiou of his fa» 
mily. 

. And the comparifen is aptly made, aq 
we (hall fee if we confider, either the end 
of a preacher's office, or the decorum of 
his charader. 

His OFFICE obliges him to intend the 
moft eflential interefts of mankind, the 
reformation of their lives, and the falvatioQ 
pf their fouls. And when the obje<3: of 
his care is fo important, what wonder 
if all inferior tonfiderations f^U before 
it ? - -» 

Befides^ the Chriftian preacher has ^ 
commijjion to difcharge, a divine mejfage to 
deliver. And in fuch a cafe, men look 
not for ingenuity, but fidelity. An an- 
cient, or a modem fophift may rhake what 
excurfions he thinks fit into the wide fields 
of fcience j and may entertain us with hi? 
learning, or his wit, as he finds himfelf 
J|fble. He may J I fay, do this ; for he has 
pnly to recommend himfelf to our efteem, 
^^(! to acquire ^ llt^lp popular reputation* 
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SERMON I, 9 

But WE have a dtjpenfation committed to 
ys, a form of found words^ from which we 
muft. not depart, a dodtrine^ which we are 
to deliver with uncorrupfnefs^ gravity yjince^ 
rity^. We pleafe not men, but God; or 
if men, to their goQd^ only, to edification''. 
The DECORUM of our charafter re- 
quires, top, that we be fuperior to all the 
^rts of vanity and oftentation. Even in 
fecular profeffions, it is expedled that thi^ 
rule of propriety be obferved^ A Phyjician 
would be ridiculous, that was more curious 
in penning a preicription, than in weigh- 
ing the matter of it ; and the Advocate 
would be little efteemed, that fliould be 
more folicitous to dilplay himfelf, than 
to ferve hisclient^ How much more thea 
may it be expefled from a preacher of 
righteotfnefsj that he fhould forget his 
own perfonal importance amid the high 

ponc^rqs of jiis profefliQn { 

1". 

> Tit. ii. 7, 
« R^m, XV, 2? 

Ana 
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lo SERMON L 

And fuch was indeed the eondufk of 
bur beft guides, in the miniftry. The 
antient Fathers were, many of them, 
richly fumifhed with all the endowments, 
that might be required to fet themfelves 
off to the utmoft advantage. Yet we find 
them, in their homilies and difcourfes to 
the people, inattentive to every thing but 
their main end; delivering themfelves, 
with an energy indeed, but a plainnefs and 
even negligence of expreffion d, that tempts 
frivolous readers, fbmetimes, to make a 
dpttbt of their real, and, from other mQ-» 

^ Tfecy did this with defign, and on principle ; ^ 
appears from St. Auftin's YXxkovixk de DoHrind Cbrtfii^ ' 
ana in which he inftrufts the Cbriftian preacher Co 
employ, on fome occafions, inelegant and even bar* 
barous terms apd cxpreffions, the better to fuit him- 
felf to the apprehcnfions of his lefs informed hearers-^ 
mn curante ilh^ qui doatj quanta ehquentta deceat^ fed 
quanta evideniia. Cujus evidential, diiigens aj>petitus ati- 
quando negligit verba cultioroy nee curat quid bene fonet^ 
fid quid bene indtcet atque intimet quod qflendere in- 
Undit'-Md what follows. L. iv. p. 74. £f ^r^/^% 
U iii- 

numcnts 
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SERMON I. II 

liuiqents of their: fkill ^nd pains, unquef- 
tioned abilities. 

And, in this contempt of fecul^r famey 
they did but copy the example of St. 
Paul hiaifqlf, the great Apoftlc of the 
pentiles j who, though diftingqiflied by 
the fublimeft parts, though profound in 
his knowledge of the Law, and not un- 
acquainted with Gentile learning, afFedled 
no difplay either of his natural or acquired 
talents, but, as he tells us himfelf (and 
\ih writings atteft the truth of his de- 
claration), determined to know nothings 
^mong the faithful, fave J ejus Chriji and 
him crucified^. 

Not that what abilities we have, are al- 
ways to lie concealed. There arc occa- 
fions, no doubt, when they may properly, 
that is, ufefully, be exerted. But the 
mrnifter of the Gofpel does not go in queft 
of fuch occafions : he only adapts him- 
fclf to them, when they come in his way j 

• I Cor. ii, 2. 

and 
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fi SERMON L 

and then purfues them no farther than the 
end, he has in view, the edification of 
others, not his own credit, demands from 
him. 

By this rule, the preachers of the 
t word are to condud themfelves. By 
the fame rule, it will, therefore, be but 
juft to eftimate their charitable labours ; 
and, when we fee nothing to admire in 
them, to conclude. That this plaiunefs of 
charafter may not be always owing to in- 
capacity, but fometimes, at leaft, to dif- 
cretion and the higher regards of duty. 

And this candour, as liable as it is t& 
mifinterprctation, will not be thought ex^ 
ceffive^ if you refledt, that, as, in general, 
they are bound to confult the good of their 
charge, and to deliver nothing to their au- 
ditors, but what they forefee, or prefume 
at leaft, will be ufeful to them : So 

II. in the next place, The ^<?^r^^of that 
utility muft be regarded by the prudent 
^ifpenfer of God's word, and can only 

be 
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SERMON I. I J 

be eftimated by the apparent wants of 
thofe, to whom his inftrudjons are ad- 
dreffed. 

It is an efpecial part of the houjeholder^ s 
prudence to take care, that, his treafure 
be laid out on thofe, who have moft need 
of it. He has enough to do, perhaps, 
to fatisfy the more preiling demands of 
his domeftics; and the rules of a good 
oeconomy require that he regard thofe, 
before their humourous inclinations, or 
even their more tolerable neceflities. To 
fpeak in Jewifti ideas, He, that wants a 
coat^ to defend himfelf from the injuries 
of the weather, muft be fupplied with 
that neceflary garment, though he go 
without a cloak\ or, when a piece oi bread 
is called for, it muft be adminiftered to 
the hungry, though others be made to 
wait for their delicacies oi milk and honey \ 
or, a lamb from the fold may be ferved 
up at an ordinary feaft, while th^ fatted 
calf is referved for fome more folemn oc- 
cafion. 

Juft 
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Jtift thus it is in the difpenfetion of 
the ^Vbrd. We apply ourfelves, firft and 
principally, to relieve the more impor- 
tunate demands of our hearers ; and, not 
being able, at the fame tiriie, to provide 
for kll, we prefer fhc cafe of thofe whd 
are ftarving for the wdnt of ncceffafy in- 
ftruflion, to that of otheh who are in d 
cdnditiori tb ftibfift on what hath already 
B^en iiriparted tb theifi. 

Hehde it is; that we are nioft frequent 
in prefling the fundamental truths of thfe 
Gofpel: as well knbwiiig, that very manjr 
liave yet to learn, or at Jeaft to digeft, the 
firft principles of their religion ; arid that 
lew, in comparifon, are either preparea, 
br enough difpofed, to go on to perfeSiion. 

There are thofe, perhaps, who expe<^ 
iis io clear up Ibme nice point of cafuiftry, 
far to lay opeii to them the grounds arid 
i'feafohs of Ibme obnoxious article in the 
.Chfiftian Creed: in a word, they w^ouldl 
take it kindly of us, if, dropping the com- 
mon topics, which have been long and much 

wora 
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SERMON t ij 

\»r6i*tt in the fervite of religion, we pro* 
vided fome frefli ones, for their entertain- 
ment ; and inftead of the dale fragments^ 
which zt6 always at hand, and lie open to 
all the fanlily, we ferved up to them fbme«« 
thing of better tafte from the inner rooms 
of our ftore-houfe, where our choiceft 
viands are laid up. All this is extreme* 
Ij well : and in due feafbn, fo far as is 
fitting, the charitable difpenfer of God's 
word will not be wanting to their ex-* 
pe^^ations ; for he has gathered nothing^ 

T 

however rare or cxquifite, in the courfc of 
iis houfebold induftry, of which he doe? 
Bot wifli them to partake. But, for thq 
prefent^ he £nds this indulgence to be out 
of place: he fees, that the plaineft duties 
of life, and the moft unqueftioned articles 
of the faith, are, firft of all, to be incul- 
cated : he perceives, that numbers want to 
^Q put in mind of old pradlical truths : and! 
perhaps he wnderflands, that even thofe, 
who are the moft forward to call out for no- 
yelties in ipeculation, do not make this de- 
mand 
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tnaod with the beft grace. He could attliiftj 
them, it may be, with a curious theolo- 
gical Le£ture : but what if their fenfe of 
divine things be dead?, what if they want 
to have their minds ftimulated by the ad-^ 
monitions, and their confcicnces alarmed 
with the terrors, of the Gofpel ? 

The queftion is not put at hazard. 
For fo, the Roman Obvernor was impa- 
tient to hear St. Paul concerning the faith 
in Chriji I when yet the Apoftle chofe to 
reafon with \s\vsi of right eoufnefs^ temperance^ 
and judgement to come : plain moral topicsj 
fuch as had often been difcufled before him 
in the fcbools ' of philofophy, but were 
now refumed to good purpofe ; for in the 
end, we are told, Fe/ix trembled. 

Even, in the cafe of thofe, who may 
be decent in their lives, who are enough 
inftruAed in what is cal'ed morality, nay^ 
and would-take it ill to be thought warit* 
ing in a competent (hare of religiou^ know** 
ledge, a difcourfe on the elements of the 
faith may not be, altogether, unfeafon* 
5 able* 
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iable. For there are, of thefe, who ex- 
tlude Religion^ from their fchcme of mo- 
rality ; or Chrjfii unity ^ from their fcheme 
of reHgion ; or who^ profeffing Ghriftia- 
liity , fcarce know what Redemption means : 
Who are yet to learn with what awful, 
yet filial piety, * they are to look up to 
God the Father ; who refleft not, what 
tranfeendant honour is due from them to 
God the Son ; and who have ^fcarce, per- 
haps, heared, dr have little regarded, whe- 
ther there he any Holy Ghoji. 

If any fuch attend our affemblies, think 
hot much that we are ready to impart to 
them the plaineft, the commoneft, be- 
feaufe the moft necejfary^ inftrudion : and, 
though we would confult the wants of 
ail, ydu are not to be furprized, or dif- 
gufted^ if we run to the relief of thofe, 
firft^ who want our affiftance moft ; and, 
like the good houfeholder^ beftow our old 
things on the needy and indigent, before 
we expend our new on the curious and 
delicate; who might, we will fay, be 
C better 
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better accommodated with them, but ar© 
not, in the mean time, deftitute of what 
is needful to their Ipiritual life. But 

III. This care is more efpecially re- 
quired of the Chriftian Scribe, when his 
charge is expofed, in certain conjunftures^ 
to new and extraordinary wants, which, 
if not relieved in the inftant, may grow 
to be ruinous and abfolutely fatal : then, 
above all, he is to confider, not what in- 
ftrudlion is moft acceptable to his hearers, 
but what their critical fituation demands. 

For, here again, the example of the 
watchful and beneficent houfeholder^ is our 
diredion. The fealbn may be uncom- 
monly fevcre and inclement : or, a dan- 
gerous, perhaps a contagious difeafe, af- 
flidts his family ; and then the warmeft, 
although the coarfeft, clothing muft be 
fought out for the naked % and not the 
moft palatable, but the moft wholefome 
food, muft be adminiftered to the^^. 

Difafter^, like thefe, fometimes befall 
the houfehold of Chrift. A cold atheiftic 

ipiril 
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f^irit prevails, arid chills the vital prin- 
ciples of all virtue, as well as religion : 
or, a peftilent herefy fpreads its venom 
through the church, and turns the medi- 
cine of life itfelf, the falutary inftruftion 
ofGod*sword, unlefs prepared and applied 
by Ikillful hands, into a deadly poifon, 
Theii it is that the well-appointed Scribe 
temulates the generous care and pains 
oi l\iG goo^ houfeholder i and whatever he 
has in ftore, of antient or modern col- 
lefl;ion, vvhether of philofophy or criticifm, 
whether of eloquent perfuafion or found 
logic, all muft be brought forth, to warm 
the piety, or to purify the faith, of his 
hearers. 

We, of this nation, have not been fb 
happy as to waht examples of fuch 
diftrefies. 

I. The fanatical fe£ls, that iprung up 
in abundance amid the confufions of the 
lafl: century, had fo corrupted the word 
of God by their impure gloffes on the 
Gofpei-dodtrine of Grace, that the age 
C 2 l?ecamft 
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became immoral on principle, and, under 
the name of Saints^' engendered a hateful 
brood of profligate Antinomians ; that is, 
a fort of Chriftians, if they may be fo 
called, who turned the grace of God mta 
licentioufnejsy and, to magnify his goodnefs, 
very confcientioufly tranfgreffed his Laws. 
In a word, they taught, that the eleSi 
were above ordinances, and might be 
faved without, nay in defiance of, the 
moral Law. 

This horrid divinity ft ruck fa directly 
at the root of all true reh'gion, that it 
^ could not but alarm the zeal of good 
men.* Accordingly, about the time of the 
Reftoration, and for fome years after it, 
a number of eminent Divines (and one 
efpecially, well known, and defervedly 
honoured, in this place ^ bent all their 
nerves to expofe and confound fi> perni- 
cious a herely: and with fo invincible a 
force of plain and perfpicuous reafoning, 
as brought moft men to their fenfes, and 

,' Archbifhop Tillotfon. . 

cfiec« 
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effedually filenced, or difgraced, the reft. 
They opened the grounds and obligations 
of morality fo plainly^ and fet the Gofpel 
fcheme of falvatioti through faiths working 
by charity^ la fo full and ftriking a light, 
that injured Virtue recovered her antieixt 
honours, and yet was taught to acknow- 
ledge a juft dependance on faving Faith. 

Such was the triunaph of enlightened 
reafon and well-interpreted Scripture over 
Antinomianifm : while yet many perverfe, 
and more miftaken, hearers of thofe days, 
Wtre ready to revile their teachers, for 
dwelling fo much and fo long on thefe 
c/d topics, and would have gladly received 
other, and more novel inftrudions, at their 
hands. 

2. But now the licence of that ag?^ 
which followed the Reftoration, was goiie 
over, on the fuddeq, into other extrava- 
gances, equally ruii>ous to the fouls of men. 

It had been made too clear to be de- 
nied, that moral righteoufnefs is of indif- 
penfable obligation, fo long as there is a 
C 3 God 
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God to ferve, or common fenfe i§ allowed 
to have any hand in explaining his laws^ 
To get rid then of fo inconvenient a rer 
ftraint, as genuine morality ; many daring 
fpirits of that time, ruftied into Atbeijm \ 
while the more timid, took refuge in 
Popery. For, to difovvn a moral Gover- 
nour, or to admit that any obfervance^ 
of fuperftition can releafe men from the 
duty of obeying him, equally ferves the 
purpofe of thofe, who refolve to be as 
wicked as they dare, or as little virtuous 
as they can. 

Thefe new evils, each of whichj^ in its 
turn, the court itfelf had countenanced, 
or int^-oduced, called for frefh remedies y 
and it was not long before they were ad- 
miniftered, with effeft. The fame emi- 
nent perfons, who had vindicated moral 
virtue, now fupported thp ca\ife of pietyy 
and of protejlanttfm^ with equal fuccefs. 
They overturned all the prophanenefs, and 
all the philofophy of Athelfm^ from its 
foundcitions : and, with refilllefs argu- 

nxent, 
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ment, baffled the prefumption, and beat 
down the fophiftry, of the church of 
Rome. Yet thefe matchlefs fervants of 
truth were charged by fome, with indif- 
cretion in bringing to light all the hor- 
rors of atheiftic impiety, though in order 
to expofe them ; and with prepofterous 
zeal, in direding all their efforts againft 
Popery, though it wore, at that time, fo 
malignant an afpcO: on all our deareft 
Ipterefts, 

They were qot, however, diverted by 
jhefe clamours frpn[i purfuing their honeft 
purpofes : and we owe it to them, in a 
great meafure, that thefe two fyftems of 
Iniquity, I mean, Atheifm, and Popery, are 
po longer in repute among us. 

3, Still, the ftate of the times may be 
altered, without being much improved. 
For, though few will avow dire£l Atheifm, 
and not n^any, I hope, are profelyted to 
Popery, yet the number of thofe is not 
fmall, who are but Proteftants, in name; 
9^d fc«ce Deifts, in reality. Many pro- 
Q ^ ftfs| 
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fefs, or fecretly entertain, a difbelief of all 
revealed Religion ; and many mpre take 
unwarrantable liberties with the Chriftiai> 
faith, though they pretend to refpeft it. 
At the fame time, as extremes beget each 
other, there are thofe who feem re» 
Japfing into the pld exploded fanaticifn^ 
of the laft age ; from a falfe zeal, it may 
be, to counterad the ill impreflion of thofe 
other liceritious principles. 

Thus is the unbalanced mind of m^t\ 
always fhifting.from ojie expefs intp an- 
other ; and rarely knows to fuflain itfelf 
in thaf juft mean, which pure religion and 
right reafon demand. Wonder not there- 
fore, that our cares are ftill fuited to the 
exigencies gf our hearers ; and that wc la- 
boijr to fupply them >vith that provifion 
pf facred truth, which they moft want; 
that we flrive to excite in them awful 
ideas of God's moral government; are 
ffi/lani in feafon and out of feajon to aflert 
|:he utility, the importance, the neceffity 
pf divine revelation ; and are anxious to 

^^inta^i^ 
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fjiaintam the prerogatives of Chriftiaii 
faith, yet without depreciating the moral 
Law, or jnfringijig the tights of natural 
reafon : that we admonifti you to think 
ibberly, to inquire modeftly, and tobeheve 
what the word of God ej^prefsly teaches, 
though ye do not, and cannot, many times, 
comprehend the height and depth of divine 
wifdom: that we remember, in (hort, 
what is required of Stewards, who are 
appointed to dffpenle the treafurcs of 
Chriftian knowledge, and to fuperinten4 
the houfehold of God. 

I have now gone through the fcveral 
topics, which our Lord's parable of the 
Houfeholder leemed naturally to fuggeft to 
ine : not fb much with a view to make 
our own apology (for if we do not our 
duty, we deferve, and if we do, we want, 
none) as to fet before you a juft idea of 
our office and miniftry, that fb ye may 
judge rightly and equitably of us, fof 
j^our own fakes. For it is not indifferent 
to tlie houfehold J what opinion is entertained 

7 of 
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of the Houfeholder. Many will not fuffer 
hira to ulieve their wants, or perhaps ac-* 
Jcnowledge they have any wanU to be re- 
lieved, if they (Jo not conceive with fome re- 
^eftpf his difcretion, at leaft, and good- willf 

And though, in the difcharge of our 
jdqty to all, we may feem to neglefk many, 
and may even diflatisfy, nay offend fome ; 
yet, on reflexion, you will fee that we 
a^re not wanting to our truft-rrrif we always 
pndeaypuf to djfpenfe falutary doctrines— r- 
if, efpecially, we diipenfc fuch as the ap- 
parent and urgent neceflities of n^en call 
fpr— and, above all, if we be ready tq 
iiilpgnfe all our treafures, new and ol^^ 
when the more alarming diftreffes of thq 
Chriftian church require, on p^cafiqn, pur 
teft attention and liberality* 

To conclude: We refped your good 
opinion ; nay, perhaps, are too folicitous. 
to obtain it. But we would, or we (hould^ 
in the firft place, pleafe him, who hath 
called ug to ferve, and expedls us to bo 

faithfuU 
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faithful J in all his houfe «. For we prefume 
to be fpmething more than Orators, qx 
Philofophers, plaufible and artificial dif- 
pourfers, who have nothing in view but 
their own credit, and are eloquent or in- 
genious, that is, vain^ by profeflion. Wc 
have a charafter to fuftain of greater dig^ 
|iity, but lefs oftentation. For we preach 
pot ourfehes^ but Chriji Jefus cur Lordi 
f^fid our/elves y your fervants for Jefuffaht\ 

« Heb. iiu 2^ \% Cort ir. $• 
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Pf cached Nov. 8, tyby, 

I Cor. X, 15, 

I fj^eakas to njoife men: jud^e ye what 
I fay. 

THOUGH St, Paul faid this to tU 
Corinthians, on a particular occa^ 
fion, in reference to a fingle argument he 
was then profecuting, and poffibly not 
without an infended farcafm on thofe 
whom he here qualifier with the name of 
JVife men^ yet the words themfelves ex.- 
prefs the Apoftle's own conjlant pradikei 
and what is more, they exprefs the general 
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fpirit and genius of that Religion, which 
he was commiflioned to teach. 

For the Chriftian Religion, divine as it 
is in its origin, fublime in its precepts, and 
profound in its myfteries, yet condefcends 
to apply itfelf to the rational faculties of 
mankind ; and, fecure in its own native 
truth and evidence, challenges the wife 
and learned to judge of its pretenfions. 

So that we may regard the declaration 
of the text, as a ftanding precept to the 
Minifters of the word, to Jpeak as to wife 
men ; and to the hearers of it, to ufe their 
Left faculties, in judging of what they fay. 

Thefe then Ihall be the two parts of my 
difcourfe upon it. Each will fuggeft fome 
important reflexions to the perfbns re- 
fpefltively concerned; to us, who preach 
the word, and to you, who hear it. 

I. The Religion of Jefus was defigncd 
for the inftruftion of all forts and degrees 
of men. Nay, it is even alledged as one 
mark of its divinity by Jefus bimfelf, that 

not 
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iiot only the rich and wife, but the pooi^ 
and fimple, han^e thi t^ofpel preached mtb 
ibem K And from the difFetent reception 
of it, at firft, by thefe twd fets of men^ 
we may perhaps fee which of them de- 
fcrved it moft* But be this as it will, the 
Chriftian Religion was deftlned for the 
life of all mankind. Its faving truths arei 
to be made known to all : yet with foitid 
difference in the mod^ of teaching theriij 
according . to the capacities df thofe td 
whom they are addreflfed. 

To PLAIN AND ILLITERATE MEN, who 

have no prejudices to counterad the virtue 
of God's word, and no pride of reafon or 
fcience to queflioh its Authority, the true 
and proper way is, no doubt, to reprefen£ 
the great truths of the Gofpel, fimply and 
clearly, accompanied with its more ge- 
neral and obvious proofs, and enforced 
upon them with all the earneflnefs of ex-» 
hortatidn. Thcfo proofs^ and this exhorta^ 

, _ ! Matt* xi* i5. 
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tioH^ carry fuch light and force in them, 
as nlay be reafonably expeded to have an 
efFeft upon all men : yet to the wise, who 
are prompted by their curiolity, or habitjf 
of inquiry, to ajk a reafon cfthe hop that 
is in us *^, and tvho are qualified by their 
parts and ftudies to judge of fuch reafon, 
we are inftrufted to addrefs a more ela- 
borate anftvefj or apology* 

The queftion then will be. On what 

PRINCIPLES SUCH ApOLOGY MUST BE 

FORMED ? A queftion the more important, 
becaufe the apologies of all times have 
been too generally conftrufted on falfe and 
pernicious principles ; on fuch as cannot 
fupport, but rather tend to weaken and 
difgrace, the very caufe they would de- 
fend. 

Such were the apologies, many times, 
pf the antient Chrijiiansj who would incor- 
porate with the divine religion of Jelus 
the vain dodlrines of the Gentile philofo- 
phy: and fuch have been too often the 

^ I Pet, iii. 3% 

more 
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toore modern apologies^ which debafe th^ 
tvord of God, and corrupt it, with the 
dreMas of our prefumptuous metaphyfics* 

Our Keligion has fufFered much in both 
thefe way&: not, that realbn or philofo-sf 
phy of any kind, truly fo called, can dif- 
ferve the caufe of a divine Religion ; but 
that we reafon and philofophize falfelyi or 
perverfely ; that is, we apply falfliood to 
truth J or, we mifapply truth itfelf, in fub- 
jedling the incomprehenfible myfteries of 
our faith to the fcrutiny and minute dif- 
cuffion of our heft reafoil* 

From thefe mifcarriages, we are admo-^ 
niflied what to avoid: the example of the 
Apoftle Paul, who /pake as to wife merif 
may inftruft us in the right way of pro^ 
fecuting the defence of the GofpeL 

From him^ then, we learn to frame ouf 
anfwers and apologies to inquifitive men/ 
on the great eftablifhed truths of natur^ 
and revealed Religion ; to affert the expe-» 
diency of divine Revelation, from the ac- 
knowledged weaknefs and corruption of 

humam 
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human nature, and from the moral attri-* 
butes of the Deity ; to illuftrate the oeco* 
nomy of God*s difpenfations to mankind 
by arguments taken from that ceconomy 
itfelf : to reafon with reverence^ on thena^ 
ture of thole difpenfations, to flicw what 
their general fcope and purpofe is, how 
perfedl an agreement there is between 
them, and how divinely they are made to 
depend on each other. 

In doing this, we fhall find room for 
the exercife of our heft and moft approved 
reafon : we (hall look far ourfelves, (and 
be able to let others) into the harmony of 
the divine councils, as they are fet be- 
fore us in the infpired volumes: and, 
though we may not penetrate all the 
depths and obfcurities of thofe councils, 
yet, as in contemplating the works of 
God, which we know but in part, we can 
demonftrate his eternal power ami godhead^ 
fo, in ftudying his word, we fhall fee 
enough of his unfearchable wifdom and 

* X Pet. iii. 15, 

^ goodnefs. 
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goodnefs, to put to Jilence the ignorance of 
foolijld^ and to fatisfy the inquiries of w//?, 
meui • 

I fay, to fatisfy the inquiries of wife mem 
for wife men do not expedt to have all dif- 
ficulties in a divine fyftem cleared up, and 
every minute queftion, which may be 
raifed about it, anfweied (for this^ God 
himfelf, the author and finifher of it, can 
only perform, and much lefs than this is 
abundantly fufficient for our purpofe); but 
all they defire is to fee the feveral parts of 
it fo far cleared up, and made confident 
with each other, and, upon the whole^ 
to difcoverfuch evident marks of a fupe- 
rior wifdom, power, and goodnefs in the 
frame and texture of it, as may convince 
ihem that it is truly divine, and worthy 
of the Supreme Mind to whom we afcribe 
it. 
: When we fpeak thus as to wife men^ 

we do all that wife men can require of us; 

if others be ftill unfatisfied, the fault is in 

themfclves \ they are curious^ but not wife. 

. - I lay 
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I lay the greater flrefs on this mode of 
defending the Chriftian Religion from //- 
Jelfy that is, by arguments taken from its 
own nature and eflence, becaufe it (hortens 
the difpute with inquirers, and fecures the 
honour of that Religion, we undertake to 
defend. 

Firft, Itjhortens the difpute with Inquirers^ 
by cutting off the confideration of all thofe 
objedtions which men raife out of their 
own imaginations. The defender of 
Chriftianity is not concerned to obviate 

every idle fancy, that floats in the head 
of a vifionary objeftor. Men have not 
the making of their Religion, but muft 
take it for fuch as the Scriptures reprefent 
it to be. And if we defend it on the foot- 
ing of fuch rcprefentation, we do all that 
can be reafonably required of us. It is 
nothing to tHe purpofe what men may 
imagine to themfelves concerning, the 
marks and charafters of a divine Revela- 
tion : it is enough, that there are fuch 
marks and charaSlers in the Religion of 
P 2 Jefug 
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Jefus (whether more of fewer, whether 
the fame or other, than we might previ- 
Dully have expeded, is of no moment) as 
(hew it, in all reafonable conftruftion, to 
be divine. And thus our labour with In- 
quirers is much abridged, while all foreign 
and impertinent queftions are rejedled and 
laid afide. 

Next, This mode of defence fecures the 
honour of that religion^ we undertake to/up* 
port. For, if we fail in our endeavours to 
unfold fome parts of the Cbrijlian fyfiem^ 
we are but in the condition of thofe, who 
would experimentally inveftigate and clear 
up fome difficulties in the fyftem of nature. 
Want of care, or diligence, or fagacity, 
may fubjeft both the Divine and the Phi- 
lofopher to fome miftakes: but cither 
fyftem is the fame ftill, and lies open to 
the pains and attention of more fucceflt 
ful inquirers* Nobody concludes that the 
fyftem of nature is not divine, becaufe 
this or that Philofophcr has been led by 
hafty expeciments to roifconceive of it. 

And 
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And nobody Jbou/d conclude otherwife of 
the Chriftian fyftem, though the Divine 
Ihould err as much in his fcriptural com- 
ments and explications. Whereas, when 
we attempt to vindicate Chriftianity on 
principles not clearly contained in the 
word of God, we a<St like thofe who form 
phyfical theories on principles which have 
no foundation in fa^. The confequence 
is, That not only the labour of each is loft, 
but the fyftem itfelf, which each would 
recommend, being haftily taken for what 
it is unlkilfully rcprefented to be, is vili- 
fied and dilgraced. For thus the Chriftian 
Jyjiem has in fadk been reviled by fuch as 
have feen, or would only fee it, through 
the falfe medium of Popifli or Calviniftical 
ideas : and thus the fyftem of nature itfelf 
hath, it is faid, been blafphemed by one % 
who judged of it from the intricacies of a 

" Alphoksus the Wise— I go on the common: 
fuppofition, that this Prince intended a refle£lion on 
the fyftem of nature itfelf; but, perhaps, his purpofc 
was no more than, in a ftrong way of expreifion, 
(though it muft be ovvned, no very decent one) to 
reprobate the hypotbefis [the Ptolemaic]^ which fee that 
Xyftem in fo bad a light. 

D 3 certain 
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certain aftronomical hypothefis. The re-* 
medy for this evil, is, to folve fcriptural 
difEcuUijBS by fcriptural principles, and to 
accQunt ,for natural appearapces by ex^ 
perimental obfervations : and then, though 
the application of each may be miftaken, 
the lyftem remains inviolate, apd the 
honour both of God's Word and Wori5:8 
is fecured. 

And let thus much fuffice, at prefent, 
for the duty of him ^ who fpeaketh as to wife 
men. Much niore indeed is required to 
the integrity J and ftill more, to the fuccefs^ 
of his defence. But he that fpe^iiethj as 
the oracles of God^ that is, who defends a 
divine Religion on its own divine prin- 
ciples, does that which is n^oft effential 
to his office ; and eminently difcharges 
the part of a wife fpeaker^ fince he plan^ 
his defence in the beft manner. 

IT. It now remains to confider the other 
part of the text, which challenges the 
wfe men^ to whom the Apoftle fpake^ to 
J VDG E of what h? faid to them. 
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From the time, this challenge was.^iven 
by the learned Apoftle, there jiiever have 
been wanting wife meitj difpofedr and for- 
ward to accept it. And thus, far, all was 
well: for they had a right to exercife 
this office of judging for themfelves^ if 
they were, indeed, capable of, it,- But 
have they confidered, to what \S\2X capa;- 
city amounts? and that much more is re-^ 
quired to make a g;ood judge, than ^ 

good SPEAKER? . , 

Let us briefly examine then the pretcuT 
lions of thofe, who I^aye at ;aU times been 
fo ready to fit in judgement on .the Ad- 
vocates for Religion, by the. jknpjv^n qua- 
lities of a capable J\i<Jge : whi^h„ul ^thiqk, 
are Knowledge^ P at iencey Impart ifilfty:i Inr 
Ugrity, under which la^ naqie I mciud^ 

Courage. *;,.:' 

I. The firfl: requifite in a Ju4ge, is. a 
competent knowledge in the,ifubje£l of 
which he judges, without which. his other 
qualities, how refpeflable foever, are ren- 
dered ufelefs. Nor is this knowledge, 
D 4 i^ 
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in the prefeiit cafe, inconfiderable. For, 
tofaj nothing oi f acred and prophane An- 
tiquity , to fay nothing of the 5c/^w«, an4 
above all, the fcience of Ethics, in its 
largeft extent, the ></^^ of religious cpn« 
trovcrfy mqft be well verfed, becaufe the 
4dvocate\% required to he fupremly (o^ 
v^ iht grt^t principles and doSlrines oi na, 
tural and revealed Religion. To decide 
on the mtrits of Chrijianity, without this 
knowledge, would he a? abfurd, as to de- 
cide on the merits of the Englijh jurif. 
prudence, without an acquaintance with 
the common laWy and the Statute-book. 

2. The next quality, required in ^ 
Judge, is Patience^ or a deliberate un- 
wearied attention to the arguments and re- 
prefentations of the Advocate, pleading 
before him. This ^t^ention is more elpe- 
cially expeaed, when the fubjed in debate 
is important, when it is, befides, intricate, 
and when the Advocate is able, 

But 
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But thefe circumftances all concur, in 
the cafe before us. If the queftion con. 
periling the truth and authority of Reve- 
lation be a caufe of any moment at all it 
is confefledly of the greateft : Again, if 
thefcheme of Revelation be^ a$ it pretends 
to be, dhtne, it muft require the bcft ap- 
plication of our beft faculties to compre- 
hend it; and, laftly, asthe ableft men of 
^11 times, of every profeffion and deno- 
mination, have appeared in its defence, 
fuch advocates may dsmand to be beared 
with ail poffible attention. For the Judge 
of fuch a caufe, then, to confide in his 
own firft thoughts, to Jiften negligently 
and impatiently, and to precipitate his de- 
termination, muft be altogether unworthy 
the charafter he affumes. 

3. It is expcaed of a Judge that he be 
ftriftly Impartial', that he come to the 
trial of a caufe without any previous bias 
on his mind, or ^ny paffionate and pre- 
vailing prejudices, in regard either to per- 
fons or things, which may indifpofe him 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 S, E R M^O N 11. 

to fee the truth, or to refped it. And 
this turn of mind, fo conducive to a 
right determination in all cafes, is the 
more neceltary here, where fo many fecret 
prejudices are apt, without great care, to 
Heal in and corrupt the jujigement. 

4* The laft quahty, which men re- 
quire in a Judge, is, an inflexible Inte- 
grhy ; fuch as may infufethe virtue and 
the courage to give his judgement accord- 
ing to his impartial fenfe of things, with- 
out any regard to the confequences, in 
which it may involve him. This con- 
ftancy of mind may be put to no eaiy 
trial in the prefent cafe ; when the Judge's 
determination may perhaps intereft his 
whole future conduft ; and when the cen- 
fure, the fcorn, and.t;li9 dirplfafure of num. 
bers, and poffibly of thofe whom he has 
hitherto moft confidered and eftepmedf 
may be incurred by fuch determination. 

TpESE are the great eflential qualities 
which we look for in ^ Judge, and whicj;i 

^annqt 
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cannot be difpenfed with in a Judge o£ 
Religion. How far all, or any of thpfe 
qualities are to be found in tl^ofe, who 
take to themfelves this q^ce, I haye n?i- 
t]ier time, nor inclination, to cqnfider. 
For my purpofe is not to difparage thof^, 
who have exercifed the right of judg- 
ing for themfelves in the great affair of 
Religion, nor to difcoufa^e any man 
from doing himfelf this ju|lice : but {im- 
ply to repreferit the difficulties, that lie 
in pur way, and the qualifications we 
muft poffefs, if we wouldyW^^ a righteous 
judgement. 

I leave it to ypurfelves, therefore, to 
apply thefe obfervations, as ye think fit 
Ye will conclude, however, that to judge 
of the pretenfions of your religion is no 
fuch eafy talk, as that any man, with- 
out parts^ without knowledge^ without in- 
dujlryy and without virtue^ may prefume to 
undertake it* 

Thefumof all I have faid is, then, this. 
The Apoftlc, when he became an Advo- 
cate 
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cate for the Gofpel, condcfcendcd to/peaky 
and it rauft therefore be more efpeciall/ 
the duty of its uninfpired advocates to 
Jpeak as to wife men ; that is, to employ 
in its defence all the powers of reafon and 
wifdom, of which they are capable. But 
it will be remembered, too, that much, 
nay more^ is required of the Ju dges of it ; 
and that ^they muft approve themfelves, 
not only wife^ but, in every moral fenfei 
excellent men, before they are qualified to 
pafs a final judgement on what fuch Ad- 
vocates have to fay on fo momentous a 
caufe, as that of the Christian ^ELiaioN. 



SER- 
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Preached May 17, 1767. 



Rom. ii. 14, 15. 

IVben the Gentiles y which have not the Law, 
DO by Nature the things contained in the 
Law, thefe, having not the Law, are a 
Law unto them/elves : which Jhew the 
work of the Law written in their hearts, 
their conscience aJfo hearing witnefs, 
and their thoughts in the mean while 
ACCUSING or elfe excusing one another^ 

TH E fcope of this chapter being to 
affert, that the Gentile, as well as 
Jew, had a right to be admitted into the 

Cbriftiaa 
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Chriftian church, and that he was equally 
entitled to (hare in the bleffings of it, the 
Apoftle grounds his argument upon this 
Principle, ** That, in the final judgement, 
*« there would be no refped of perfons 
•* with God ; but that Gentiles, as well 
*• as Jews, would be recompenfed in that 
*« day, if not in the fame degree, yet by 
*< the fame rule of proportion, that is, 
i« according to their works.'* 

Whence it would follow, that, if this 
equal meafure was to be dealt to boihj 
in the future judgement^ it could not 
fe(5yn ftrange if both were to be admitted 
to the prefent benefits and privileges of the 
tSofpel. 

But to keep off a conclufion fo uneafy 
to his invetierate prejudices, the Jew would 
objeft to this reafoning, *« That the Apo- 
♦« file's affumption muft be falfe ; for that 
** as God had given the Heathens no 
<« Law, they were not accountable to him: 
"that, 'as there could be no room for 
*« Punifliment, where no Law forbade, fo 

2 " ^^^^^ 
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•* there could be no claim to Reward, 
•* where no Law enjoyned : and' confe- 
•* quently, that the Heathen world, being 
" left without Law, had no concern in a 
*« future recompence, iat all/' 

This fuggeftion the Apoftle obviates^ 
by fhewing the inconfequence of it. His 
anfwer is to this efFeft. You, 'iays he, 
conclude, that the Heathens are not ac- 
countable, becaufe they have no Law. 
But it no way follows, becaufe they had 
no Law extraordinarily revealed to them 
from heaven, that therefore the Heathens 
had no Law, or Rule of life, at all. 
For thefe, having no fuch Law^ were a 
Law unto them/elves i that is, their 
natural reafon and underftanding was 
their Law. 

And, for the real exiftence of fuch na- 
tural Law, he appeals to the virtuous 
ACTIONS of fome Heathens, who po iy 
nature the things contained in the Law; 
who, bcfides, as it follows in the liext verfe^ 
fiew the work of the Law written in their 

hearts^ 
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heartsy their confciences alfo bearing witnefs^ 
and their thoughts in the mean while ac* 
cufing or elfe excujing one another. In 
which laft words are contained two ad- 
ditional arguments in proof of the fame 
point ; the firfi^ taken from their own 
CONSCIOUSNESS of fucb a Law; and the 
fecond^ from their reajonings between one 
another^ accusing or elfe excusing : for 
this is the ftridt fenfe anH literal conftruc- 
tion of thofe words in the original, which 
we improperly tranflate — their thoughts in 
the mean while accufng or elfe excufing one 
another^. 

So that in the verfes of the Text we 
have a proposition afierted; and thre£ 
diftinfl: arguments brought in proof of it. 
The proportion is, that the Heathen are a 

«iroXoyyfA»w/ See the Paraphrafe and Comment on 
this text by Mr. Taylor of Norwich^ to whom I ac- 
knowledge myfelf indebted for the idea which govero* 
die general method of tbto difcpuriie. 

Law 
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Law unto ihemfeheSy of, as it is Otlierwifc 
exprefledi have a Law tDritten in their 
hearts. The afgUmcnts in prddf of it afe, 
I. The vittuous lives of fome heathen^ 
doing by nature the iJt)ork of the Law t 
t. The force of tmfcience^ teftifying their 
knowledge of fuch Law and 3. laftly, 
their pri'Oate and judicial reafonings amohg 
themfelves, referring Co the confefled au- 
thority of it. 

In conformity to this method of the 
Apoftle, my bufinefs will be to open and 
explain the feveral arguments in the or- 
der, in which they lie ; and to confirm, 
by that means, the truth of his general 
Propofition, That there is a natural Lawy 
er Rule of moral adlion^ wriften in the hearts 
cf men. 

L The argument from the virtues of tho 
heathen world, in proof of a Law of na- 
ture, written in the hearts ofmen^ will feem 
ft range to fome, who may objed, *« That^ 
if the appeal be to aSlion^ \t njay with 
greater reafon be inferred^ there waa not 
E any 
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any fuch Law ; fince the crimes and vices 
of the heathen world, as terribly fet forth 
by St. Paul himfelf in the preceding chap- 
ter, were far more notorious, than its 
Virtues. So that if there be any force 
in St. PauFs appeal to the virtuous lives 
of fome heathen, as evincing a Law, writ- 
ten in their hearts^ becaufe their praftice 
was governed by it ; the like appeal to 
the vicious lives of many more heathen, 
Ihould leem with ftill more force to prove 
the non-exiftence of fuch Law, in as 
much as it did not govern their praAice." 
But the anfwer is obvious. For a Law 
may be in part, or even totally, violated 
by perfons under a full convidiorv of its 
cxiftencc and obligation: whereas it is 
hard to imagine, that any number of men, 
of different times, in diftant places, and 
under different circumftances of age, tem- 
per, and education, Ihould exhibit in their 
lives the fame tenour of aftion, without 
the guidance of fome fixed and common 
Rule. 

This 
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This then being obferved, let us turn 
bur eyes upon the heathen world ; on that 
part, more efpecially, which is beft known 
to us from the authentic monuments of 
Greek and Roman flory. For bad as that 
world was, it cannot be denied to have 
furniftied many inftances of extraordinary 
virtue. We find there jujilce^ temperance ^ 
fortitude^ and ail thofe virtues, which their 
own Moralifts called Offices^ and which 
the facred page has dignified with the 
tiame of Gr^r^J, exhibited in their fairefl 
forms, and emulatingi as it were^ even 
Chriftian perfeftion °. 

But it will be faid of loth thefe people, 
what was long fince objeded by one of 
them to the other, that their adions were 
hot fo illuftrious, as is pretended ; that 
we take the accounts of them from their 
bwn interefted relaters, to whofe vanity 
or genius we are rather to impute the 
fine portraits, they have given us, of pagan 

** liat. Deor. 1. ii. c. 66. 

E 2 virtue, 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 SERMON III. 

virtue, than to real fa£t and the undiiguifed 
truth of things?. 

Be this allowed. Still there will be 
ground enough to enforce the Apoftle's 
conclufion. For whence, if not from the 
fburce to which he points, could be derived 
thofe numerous correfponding inftances, 
though of faint, unfiniflicd Virtue ? how, 
biit by nature^ did the heathen^ in any degree, 
the things of the Law ? and wl^ence, but 
the traces of that condud in the pagan 
world, which the Law itfelf prefcribed as 
virtuous ? 

Or, were the evidence from fa^s ever 
fo fufpicious, whence thofe admired 
portraits and pidures themfelves? or, 
by what accountable means has it come 
10 pal^, that their hiftorians and pane- 
gyrifts have been able to feign fo fuc- 
cefsfully ? In truth, had the pagan world 
afforded no one in'ftance of a virtuous 
people, I hadalmoft faid, no d?»^ inftance, 

jP Salluft, 

9i 
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of a virtuous charafter, yet would the 
projeded form of fuch a people, by one 
hands and the delineation of fuch a 
charadter, by another % have been a 
certain evidence of fome Rule of life 
and manners, written in the hearty if not 
tranfcribed into praftice ; influencing 
the judgement to approve, if not the 
will to obey it. But this confideration, 
perhaps, comes more naturally under 
the fecond head of the Apoftle's reafon- 
ing, which is drawn, 

IL From the force of confcience in the 
heathen world. 

To perceive the force of this argument, 
it muft be remembered. That, by con- 
fcience, is only meant a maris judgement 
concerning the quality of his own anions ; 
which judgement, however come at, whe- 
ther by ufe, or inftitution, by reafon, or 
inflinft, equally fuppofes fome Law^ or 
Rule of condudi, by which the nature of 

^ Plato's Republic. 

' Xenophon*s /«/?. of Cyrus. 

£ 3 each 
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each a^ion is tried, and by which its 
worth is cftimated. Now it is of no. 
moment in the prefent cafe, from which 
foever of thefe fources that judge- 
ment is immediately dtdiwn, fince it cannot 
but bfe-, that fome fixed principle, com- 
mon to human nature, and of equal ex- 
tent with it, muft have originally given 
birth to fuch judgement. For if ufe^ or 
in/iitution, be confidered as the probable 
fource of it, the queftion will recur, 
whence that Ufc^ or what the original 
of that Iiiftitution? A queftion, which 
cannot be refolved, unlefs wc conceive 
fome natural law^ as working at the root, 
and branching out, as it were, into Ufe^ 
or Injlitution. 

Nor is it fufEcient to fay, ^hat the 
manners of different people are^ and havt 
been J tvid ly dfferent\ and that confcience^ 
or f elf -judgement^ according as different 
notions or ^ pr apices prevail j condemns^ or 
approves the very fame aSiion. Withou^ 
doubt, it does ; but the confequence is 

• .5 ^^^ 
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not, as fome fceptical writers have Ima- 
gined, that there is no common prin-^ 
eiple 6( nature, diftinguiftiing between 
right and wrong, or that moral aftion 
is of abfolute indifference ; but that 
men are, and have been, carelefs and 
corrupt; that they have either not 
ufed the light of nature, ox have fome 
way abufed it. For it holds of Senli- 
Tnent, as of ji^ion^ that, though the 
agreement of numbers in all times and 
places be a good argumenty^r the exiftence 
of fome common rule of right, as effeft- 
ing fuch agreement (becaufe other wife no 
tolerable account can be given of it) ; 
yet the difagreement even of greater num- 
bers is no proof againji the exiftence of 
fuch Rule, as we can, without that fup- 
pofition, give a fatisfadory account of xki^t 
difagreement. I call it a fatisfaSlory ac- 
count y for it comes from ^t, Paul him- 
felf, who has taken care to obviate this 
plaufible objeftion. If it be faid then, 
^hat the Heathen approved bad, and con^ 
E 4 demned 
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demned good adlionsj we own they fome-i 
times did, but aiifwer with the Apoftle, 
That, in fuch cafes, they became vain in 
4heir imaginations^ and that their foolijh 
heart was darkened \ that, as th^y did not 
fearch to retain God in their knowledge^ did 
not exert their faculties to acquire or pre^ 
ferve a right fenfe of God's nature and 
will, he gave them up to an unfearcbing 
mindj fufFered them to darken and put out 
the light of their underftandings, and fq 
to do [and to apptove'j things that were not 
convenient *. 

This being the true accoupt of the di- 
verlity of human judgement, fuch diverfity 
only proves that the light of nature has 
been mifufed, not, that it was never given. 
Whereas, on the other hand, if the 
Heathen world can Ihew us, in ge-» 
neral, a conformity of judgement in mo- 
ral matters, under their ftate of na•!^ 
ture, with that of the world, under the 
light of Revelation, what follows, but 

• Rom. ch. 1. vffr. 28- — 32.— woj^ry t« |xi Tta^n^citct 

7 that 
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[that they, having not the Law^ Jhew 
the work of the Law, written in their 
hearts ? 

But now that there was, in fa£t, fuch a 
conformity, we conclude from the ac- 
counts of thoje times, the fenfe of writers, 
and the confejjions ofperfons themfehes: the 
only means, by which a point of this na- 
ture can be eftabliflied. The pagan hif- 
torians and moralifts are full of fuch lef- 
fons, as we now. profit by : and even their 
poets, on the ftage itfelf (where common 
nature is drawn for the fake of cofnmon 
inftruaion) reprefent their charaders, for 
the moft part, as good or had, according 
to the ideas we fhould now entertain of 
them. In writers of all forts, we find 
abundant evidence of this truth. Num- 
berlefs perfons are upon record, who con- 
fefs, in their own cafes, and atteft, this 
uniform power of confcience. They ap- 
plaud themfelves for, what «r^ fliould call, 
aweU-fpent life, and they condemn them- 
felves for, what we cajl, a bad one. To 

touch 
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touch da a topic fb known as this, is, in 
effe&y to exhauft it: I lliail then but juft 
point, to the great * Roman patriot cx- 
xilting in the memory of his Virtues : and 
to the "^ Roman governom-j fo famous in 
facred writ, whom the preaching of Paul, 
iti concurrence with his own heart, made 
tremble for his Fices. 

III. But if men did not feel the power 
of confcience operating within themfelves, 
and declaring a L^iw written in their hearts^ 
yet their daily conduct towards ^ach other, 
in the civil concerns of life, would evi- 
dently proclaim it. For obferve how ftu- 
dious men are to repel an injurious im- 
putation, fattened on a friend: and ftill 
more, how they labour to aflert their own 
innocence. What pains do we fee taken^ 
to overthrow a falfe evidence, and what 
colours of art do we fee employed to pal- 
liate or difguife a true one ! No man needs 



* Cicero, paf&m. 

• Felix, Adts xxiv. 25. 
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be told that this is the conilant pra<aice 
pfChriftians: 2ti^ did mi the Heathens the 
fame ? Here then is a ftefh proof of the 
point in qiieftion ; an argument of fami- 
liar evidence arifing from the tranfadlions 
of common life. For, in the altercations 
with each other, in reference to right and 
wrongs there is manifeftly fuppofcd fome 
prior Law of univerfal reafdn, to which 
the appeal on both fides i? direfted, and 
by which the decifion is finally to be 
piade. And^ this, as the Apoftle's argu- 
ment fuggefts, whichever of the contend- 
ing parties be in the wrong. For the 
charging another with wrong condu<9:^ 
equally iiftplies a Rule, determining my 
judgement of moral aftion ; as the defend- 
ing myfelf or others from fiich a charge^ 
evinces my fenfe of it. Thus^ whether. 
I accufe^ or anfwer for myfelf either way, 
I fliew a Law written in my heart ; 
whence I eftimate the right or wrortg of 
the fuppoled queftidit. Thus much might 

be 
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be inferred from the ordinary topics of 
converfation : but the cafe is ftill clearer, 
when they come to be debated in courts of 
Juftice. More efpecially, therefore, the 
ilruggles and contentions of the Bar (for 
the terms, employed in the text, being 
forenjic^ dired us chiefly to that interpret 
tation), a feries of civil and judiciary plead- 
ings, fuch as have been preferved to us, 
from heathen times, in the writings of a 
Demofthenes, or Cicero, are a ftanding, 
unanfwerable argument for the exiftencc 
of a Rule of Rights or Law of natural rea-^ 
fon. For how Ihould thefe debates be car- 
ried on without a Rule, to which the 
advocates of either party refer ? or how 
jfliould thefe judicial differences be com* 
pofed, without a common Law, to arbi- 
trate between them? And what though 
the Law, referred to, be a written infti-- 
fute : It was firft written in the hearty be- 
fore legiflators tranfcribed it on brafs, or 

paper* 
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You fee then, the fum of the Apoftle*s 
reafoning ftands thus. The Heathens, 
who had no revealed Law, lid l>y nature, 
the things of the Law : their judgement, 
too, of their own adions, conformed to 
the judgement of the Law : and, laftly, 
their debates with one another," whe- 
ther public or private, concerning right 
and wrong, evidenced their fenfe of fome 
Law, which Nature had prefcribed to 
them. 

And in this fine chain of argument, wt 
may obferve the peculiar art, by which 
it is conduded, and the advantage, re- 
fulting from fuch condud to the main 
conclufion. For if the argument from 
WORKS (hould feem of lefs weight (as it 
poffibly might, after the Apoftle's own 
charge upon the heathen world, and in 
that age of heathen corruption) yet the- 
evidence arifing from conscience, which 
was an appeal to every man's own breaft, 
could hardly be refilled : or, if confciencc 
could be laid afleep (as it might be by 

vice 
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vice and ill habits) it was impoflible they 
could deny the debates among tbem-^ 
felves, or not fee the inference that rouft 
needs be drawn from them. 

It may, further, feem to have been with 
fome propriety that the facred reafoner 
employed thefe topics of argument, in an 
addrefs to Romans : who could not but 
feel the weight of them the more, as 
well knowing the antient virtue of 
their country ; as knowing too, that the 
Roman people had been famous for 
their nice fenfe of right and wrongs 
or, in other words, a moral conscience J 
and that, as having been a 'free people^ 
they had been always accuftomed to 
DEBATES about moral a£tion, public and 
private. 

Such is the force^ and fuch the elegant 
difpofition and addrefs, of the Apoftle^s 
reafonitig. The conclufion follows irre- 
fiftibly, That there is a Law written in our 
hearts^ or thatj bejides a Revealed Law\ 
there is a haw of natural reajon. 

That- 
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That this conclufion is not injurious to 
revealed Lawj but indeed moft friendly 
and propitious to it ; that, in particular. 
It no way derogates from the honour of 
the Chrijiian Law^ nor can ferve in any 
degree to leflbn the value, or fuperfede the 
ufe and neceffity of it ; I (hall attempt to 
fliew, in another difcourfe. 



SER. 
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Gal. ill. 1 9. 
Wherefore thenferveth the Law f 

WHEN the Apoftle Paul had pro* 
ved, in his Epiftlc to the • Romans^ 
that if the uncircumcijion kept the righteouf^ 
nefi of the Lawy his uncircumcijion would 
be accounted for circumcijion ; that is, if the 
Gentile obferved the moral law^ which 
was his proper rule of life, he would be 
accepted of God, as well as the Jew, who 
obferved the Mofaic Law j this generous 

reafoningf 
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ireafoning gave offence, and he was pre- 
fently afked, What ADVANtAGE thei^' 

HATH THE JeW ^ ? 

I n like manner, when the fame Apdftle 
had been contending, in his Epiftle to the 
Galatians, that the inheritance was not of 
the Law J but of Promife *" ; that is, that 
all men, the Gentiles as well as the 
Jews, were entitled to the bleffings of the 
Chriftian covenant, in virtue of God's 
promife to Abraham— /i6^/ in bis feed all 
the nations of the earth Jhall be hlejfed — and 
not the Jews exclufively, in virtue of the 
Mofaic Law^ given to them only ; the famd 
fpirit difcovers itfelf, as before, ind he is 
again interrogated by his captious difclples, 
Wherefore then serveth the Law? 
if the Gentiles may be juftified through 
faith in Chrijl^ and fo inherit the promife 
made to Abraham, as well as the Jews, 
to what purpofe was the Jewifli Law thea 
given ? 

P Aud 
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And to tbefe queftions, how unreafon* 
able foever, the learned Apoftle has hitn- 
felf condefcended to give an anfwer. 

Now, the fame perverfenefs, which gave 
birth to thefe Jewifli prejudices, feems to 
have operated in fome Chriftians ; who, on 
being told, and even by St. Paul himfelf, 
of a Law of Nature^ by which the Hea- 
then were required to govern their lives, 
and by the obfervance of which, without 
their knowledge of any revealed Law, 
they would be finally accepted, have been 
foi'ward in their turn, to afk. Wherefore 
THEN SERVETH THE Law ? Or, if there 
be a natural Law^ according to which 
the very Heathen will be judged, and may 
be rewarded, what are the boafted pri- 
vileges of Revealed LaWy and, in particu- 
lar, the revealed Law oft&e Go/pel F 

Now to this queftion (having, in my 
laft difcourfe, aflerted the propofition, 
which gives occafion to it) I fhall reply, 
in tho' bed manner I can, by fliewing, 

• L That 
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I. That the fuppofition of a natural mo^ 
tal Law is even neceflary to the fupport 
of Revelation : And 

II. That this fuppofition tio way dero- 
gates from the honour of the Gospel. 

I. ^hat a natural moral Law is required 
to fupport the authority of Revelation^ I 
conclude, not merely ^ becaufe this fuppo- 
fition is aftually made in facred Scripture^ 
becaufe the facred writers argue expreffly 
from it, and every-^where refer to it, but 
principally and chiefly, becaufe^ without 
admitting this prior Law of nature, wd 
cannot judge of any pretended Revelation^ 
whether it be divine or no* For, if there 
be no fuch moral Law, previoufly given^ 
which our hearts and confcienees approve, 
and to which our common nature aflents^ 
we can never fee the fitnefs of any means^ 
as conducive to a moral end', we can en- 
tertain no juft and dear notions of /;^^r^/. 
adlion^ properly fo called 3 and, confequent- 
ly, we can have no ideas of what ard 
called the moral attributes of God. Now^ 
F 3 ill 
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in this ftate of ignorance and uncertainty, 
how fliall any man go about to prove to 
us the divinity of any Revelation, or 
through what medium can its truth ot 
authenticity be eftablifhed ? We have no 
Rlile, no principles, by which to judge 
of the Law, pretending to come from 
God : we cannot tell, whether it be 
worthy of him, or not: we do not fo 
much as know, what worth pr goodnefs 
is, either in ourfelves, or in the Deity. 
Thus all internal arguments for the excel- 
lence of any Religion are at once cut 
off: and yet till, from fuch confidera- 
tions, we find that a Religion may come 
from God, we cannot reafonably con- 
clude, on any evidence, that it does come 
fjom him. The Religion of Mahomet 
may, for any thing we can tell, if there 
be no moral Law for us to judge by, be 
as worthy of God, as that of Jefus. Nor 
will any external atguments^ even the moft 
unqueftioned miracles, of themfelves, 
be fufficient to confirm its pretenfions. 

FoTv 
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For how fliall we know, that thefe mi- 
racles are from God, unlefs we under- 
iland what his attributes are, and whe- 
ther the occafion, for which they are 
wrought, be fuch as is confxftent with 
them ? 

So that thofe zealous perfons, who 
think they do honour to the revealed will 
of God, by denying him to have given a 
prior natural Law, do, indeed, defeat their 
own purpofc, and put it out of their power 
to judge of any Revelation whatfoever. 
There is, then, a Law of Reafon, written 
in the hearty by which every Religion, 
claiming to be divine, muft be tried ; or 
we have no ground to ftand upon in our 
endeavours to fupport the credit and di- 
vinity of any Religion. 

What is, then, fo neceflary to the fup- 
port of Revelation^ in general, cannot, we 
raiy be fure, 

IL Any way derogate from the honour of 
the Chriftifln Revelation^ in particular. 

F 3 But/ 
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But, to p\;t this matter out of all doubt, 
I (h^l diftinaiy (hew, that the fuppofi-* 
tion of a natural moral La%v neither dif^ 
credits the use, nor tends, in the leaft, to 
fuperfede the necessity, of the Qofpel. 

And, I. It po|:s not discredit iTt 

USE. 

For, what, if all nien be endowed with 

(hofe faculties, which, if properly employ • 

ed, may inftru£l us in the knowledge of 

God and ourfelves, and of the duties we, 

refpeftiyely, owe to him and to each 

pther ? Is it nothing, that this knowledge 

is rendered more eafy and familiar to us 

by the lights of the Gofpel ? Is it nor 

thing, that thofe laws, which men of 

thought ^nd refledion may deduce foy 

themfelves from principles pf natural rea* 

ion, are openly declared to all ; that they 

are confirmed, illuijrated, and enforced by 

exprefs revelation ? Is it of no moment, 

that the plaineft and bufieft men are as 

fully inftrudled in their duty, as. men of 

fpienc§ 
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Icience and leifure, the fimpleft as well 
as the wifeft, the mechanic and the fiige, 
the ruftic and philofopher ? Is it of no 
ufe, that men are kept fteady in their 
knowledge and obfervance of the law of 
nature, by this pole-ftar of revelation ? 
that they are fecured from error and mif- 
take, from the efFefts of their own hafte, 
or negligence, or infirmity, from the il- 
lufions of cuftom or ill example, from the 
falfe lights of fanaticifm or fuperftition, 
and from the perverfenefs of their own 
reafonings? Look, into the hiftory of 
mankind, and fee what horrid idolatries 
have overfpread the world, in fpite of 
what Nature teaches concerning God j 
• and ^yhat portentous iirimoralities have 
prevailed in the wifeft nations, in defiance, 
nay, what is worfe^ under the countenance 
and fan£lion, qf wh^t was deemed na- 
tural Reafon^ 

Add to all this, that the moral duties, 
we thus eafily and certainly know, and 
without any danger of mlftake or cor- 
F 4 ruption 
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?uption, by means of the evangelical Law, 
are enjoined by the higheft authority} 
are kt gfF by the brighteft ejcamples ; arc 
recomniended to us by new argumentsi 
^nd conlideraclQns ; are prefTed upon us 
by the moft engaging motives, higher 
and more important than nature could 
fuggeft to us ; and, laftly, are fublimed 
find perfeftecl b^ the rnoft confummate 
reafon, 

Still we are not got to the end of our 
account. Confider, further, our natural 
weaknefs, ftrengthened and affifted by the 
influences of diving Grace; ; the doubts 
jind mifgivings of Natqre, in the momen-^ 
tous points of repentance ^qd forgivenefs 
of (in, cleared ; the true ejicj and deftin^* 
tion of moral agents, difcovered ; a future 
judgment, afcertained ; and the hopes of 
endlefs unfpeakable glory, which nafure 
pould ^t mod but defire, and had no rea^ 
4on (unlefs that defire be, itfelf, a reafon) 
fo expe£t^ unveiled and fully confirmed 
to »s, 
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This, and ftill more, is but a faint 
ftetch of the advantages, which, even in 
point of morals, we derive from revealed 
Law. Go now, then, and lay, that the 
light of nature, fet up in your own hearts, 
pbfcures the glory, or difcredits the ufe^ of 
the everlafthig Gofpel ! 

2. But it is a low, degrading, and un- 
juft idea of the Go/pel^ to regard it only, 
jis a new code of morals, though more 
complete in itfelf, more folemnly enaft- 
ed, and more efficacioufly enforced, than 
the prior one of nature. Were the ufe 
of each the fame, the honour of the 
Chriftian revelation would not be im- 
paired, becaule its necessity is not 

SUPERSEDED. 

For Chriftianity, rightly underflood, 
is fomething vaftly above what Reafon 
could difcover or procure for us. It con- 
firms, incidentally, the law of nature, and 
appeals to it; it harmonizes, throughout, 
with that and every other prior revelation 
of God's will, as it could not but do, if 
it were indeed derived from the fame eter- 

Ian 
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nal fource of light and truth. But, for 
all that, it is no more a fimple re-publka-- 
iton of the natural, than of any other 
divine Law. It is a new and diftinft re- 
velation, that perfefts and completes all 
the reft. It is the confummation of one 
great providential fcheme, planned before 
the ages, and fully executed in due time, 
for the redemption of mankind from fin 
and death, through the mercies of God in 
Chrift Jefus. 

Now, In this view, which is that which 
Chriftianity exhibits of its own purpofe, 
the fcheme of the Gofpel is not only of 
the moft tranfcendant uje^ as it confirms, 
elucidates, and enforces the moral Law, 
but of the moft absolute necessity : 
I fay, of the mojl abfolute necejfity ; in re* 
ference to the divine wifdom,. and to the 
condition of mankind, both which, .with- 
out doubt, if we could penetrate fo far, 
required this peculiar interpofition- of hea- 
ven, on principles of the higheft reafon, 
as well as goodnefs. But the neceffity.ls 

I apparent 
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apparent even to us, on the grounds of 
this Very Revelation. For its declared 
purpofe was to refcue all men from the 
power of Deaths and to beftow upon them 
immortal life in happinefs. But, now, 

4 

the fame Gofpel, that tells us this, tells 
ys, withal, that, as in Adam all men died^ 
Jo in Christ, only^Jhall all men be made 
alive ; and that, without the blood of 
Christ, then cmld be no remijfion of the 
forfeiture incurred by the tranfgreffion of 
Adam. You fee, then,'^ihat, to argue 
upon Gofpel- pruiciples (and the fair in- 
quirer can argue upon no other) the Chrif^ 
tian dilpenfation was necejfary to fulfill 
the purpofes of God to man, and to efFedl 
that which the divine councils had de«* 
creed in relation to him. 

The confequence is, that though we 
admit a Law of nature, and even fuppofc 
that Law to^ have been a fufficient guide 
in morals^ yet the honour of Chriftianity 
is fully fecured, as it's necejfity is not fuper^ 
Jed^d by the law of nature, which had not 

the 
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the promife of eternal life ^ and could not ha,vc 
it ; fuch promife being referved to mani- 
feft and illuftrate the grace of God, through 
the Gofpel. 

Reafon may be aftonifhed at this reprc- 
fentation of things, but finds nothing to 
oppofe to it. It looks up, in filent adora- 
tion, to that fupreme incomprehenfible 
Power, which wills that which is beft, 
and orders all things with the moft perfedt 
reafon. 

Nor let it be any objedlion, that the 
Law of Nature points to fome juft re- 
compence of moral agents, independently 
of the Chriftian Law. Without doubt, 
it does ; and, if the Gofpel had never 
httn vouchfafed to man, the Judge of all 
the world would have done that which 
was fit and right. But can reafon, can 
our own hearts, aflTure us, that the beft 
of us could ftand the fcrutiny of ftridl 
juftice, or be entitled to any recompence 
of reward ? Or, if our prefumption an- 
fwer this queflion in our favour, have 

wc 
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^e the leaft pretence to that unfpeakable 
reward, folely made known and promifed 
in the Gofpel, of everlajling life? Or, if 
mere Heathens, who are to be judged by 
their own Law, may be admitted to an 
eternal inheritance of life and glory, are 
we fure that this mercy (for mercy it is, 
and cannot be of right) is not vouchfafed 
to them, through Chrift, though they 
may have been ignorant of Him ? or 
j-ather, are we not certain that it muft 
be fo, fince eternal llfey on whomfoever 
beftowed, h the gift of God through 
Chrlfl^? 

What effea the Gofpel-fcheme of Re- 
demption through Chrift may have on 
thofe who lived of old under the Law of 
nature or any other Law, or who fince 
the coming of Chrift have continued in 
the fame circumftances, it becomes us 
with great caution to inquire, becaufe the 
Scriptures have not explicitly and fully 

^ Rom. vi, 23, 

inftruded 
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inftruded us in that matter. But, froiift 
certain expreflions, occafionally dropped 
by the facfed writers, fuch as — that Cbrijl 
died for all^; that God was in Chriji re* 
conciling the world to himjelf^ — that Chriji 
is the propitiation for our Jim , and not for 
ours only^ but alfofor the fins of the whole 
wcrldi ; from thef^, and other paflagcs of 
the like nature, we are authorized to con- 
clude, that the benefits of Chrift's death 
do extend, mfomefenfe^ to all men : that, 
though each will be judged by the Law 
he lived under, the iffue of that judge- 
ment will refpedt the death of Chrift : that 
their living again to receive the recom- 
pence of the deeds done in the body, 
however Nature might fuggeft this event, 
IS, in fa£l, brought about through the re* 
demption that is in Chriji ^ : and that what- 

• 2 Cor. V. 15. 
' % Cor. V. 119. 
« I John ii. 2. 
^ Rom. iii. 24'. 

over 
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ever recompence they receive beyond what 
in ftrift juftice is due unto them, is to 
be placed entirely and fingly to his ac- 
count. Such inferences, as thefe, are ap^ 
parently reafonable, and juft : nor do they 
prejudice, in any degree, the hope and 
faith of a Chriftian : others may have an 
intereft in the blood of the crofs ; but our 
privilege is to know that we have it. 
The advantages flowing from this know- 
ledge, are infinite. And therefore good 
reafon there is to hold, with the Apoftle, 
that, although the living God be the Saviour 
of all men J yet is \iQ fpeclally fo ofikofe that 
believe '\ 

On the whole, then, if men will be 
putting fuch a queftion to us, ^ as that 
of the text. Wherefore then ferveth tbt 
Law ? to what end was the Chrlfllan 
Law given, if there be a prior Law of 
Nature, to which men are refponfible^ 
and by which they will be judged ? Wc 

» I Tim. iv. lo". 

ar^ 
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are now prepared to give them a fatisfae* 

tory anfwer. 

We fay thetl, jirjly that the Chrljliati 
Law^ to whatever ends it ferveth, prefup^ 
pofes the exiftence of a prior natural Law^ 
by which its pretenfions mtift be tried^ 
and, of courfe, therefore, it*s honour is fup- 

ported. 

BvLtyfecondly, and mofe directly, wc art-* 
fwer, that the fuppofition of fuch natural 
Law no way diminiflies the honour of thi 
Chripan Law ; for that it ferves to many 
the moft important moral uses, ovet 
and above thofe to which the Law of 
nature ferves ; and that, further, it is 
of the moft abfolute necessity to the 
accomplishment of its own great pur- 
pofe, the redemption of the world, which 
the Law of nature could not efFeft, and 
which the divine wifdom ordained (hould 
only be efFefted through Chrift Je- 
fus. Lajllyy ' we reply, that the benefits 
of the Gofpel-inftituti'on may, muft, 
in fomc meafure, extend to aU the Ibns 

of 
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of Adam, as well as to thofe who are 
more efpecially enlightened by the Chrif- 
tian faith : that all mankind have an 
intereft in the Gofpel, though we Chri- 
ftians are firft and principally indebted 
to it. 

To conclude, whatever Law, whether 
we term it of nature^ or revelation^ has 
been given to us, we fhould receive 
with all thankfulnefs and reverence. 
But, more efpecially, (hould we adore 
the riches of God's grace in the revealed 
Law of the Gofpel, and in the Angular 
uii/peakable mercies conveyed by it. Far 
from envying the Heathen world the 
advantages they receive from the Law of 
Reafon, under which they live ; let us 
blefs God for his impartial over-flowing 
goodnefs to all men ; let us even rejoice 
for the benefits treafured up for them 
in a merciful difpenfation, of which, 
at prefent, they unhappily know no- 
thing ; and let us only acknowledge, 
G with 
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with elpecial gratitude^ the higher bl^- 
iings vouchfafed to us, who are called 
to ftrvc God in tU Go/pel of lis Son^^ 

^ Rom, i. 9, 



SER. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 83 ] 



SERMON V- 

Preached May i, 1768. 



H E B. ii. 3. 

How Jhallwe efcape^ if we negledlfo, great 

Salvation ? 

THE Religion of Nature, is the 
Law of God, fpeaking by the voice 
of Reafon : the Religion of the Gofpel, 
is the Law of God, fpeaking by the Re- 
velation of Jefus. Each of thefe Laws is 
defervedly called, a great Salvation: the 
former^ as the bafis of all true Religion ; 
the latter J as the confummation of all God's 
religious difpenfations to mankind. 

Concerning the different purpofe and 

genius of thefe Laws, I (hall not now 

fpeak ; at leaft, no farther, than is necef- 

G 2 fary 
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fary to enforce the Apoftle's pathetic 
qjueftion, How Jhall we efcape^ if we neg-- 
leSi fo great Salvation ; if we ncg1e6t to 
obferve thefe Laws, refpeftively given to 
promote man's trueft happinefs. 

The world abounds in commentaries on 
the Law of Nature, and on the Law of 
Chriftianity. But the misfortune is, that 
moft men regard the ftudy of thefe Laws, 
rather as an exercife of the mind, in the 
way of curious fpeculation, than as an 
interefting purfuit, which concerns their 
moral and religious practice. Which is 
juft the fame folly as would be charged on 
thofe, who (hould fpend their lives in 
ftudying the municipal Laws of their 
country, with a total unconcern about 
the obfervance of them in their own 
perfons. 

Indeed the penal fiindlions, which at- 
tend the violation of thofe Laws, would 
prefently reclaim the ftudent from this 
folly, and remind him of the end^ to which 
his flcill and knowledge in them Ihould 

be 
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be principally direfted. And if, in the 
ftudy of general morals, or of revealed 
religion, he negled to refer his fpecula- 
tion to practice, it is only becaufe the 
penalties are lefs inftant, or lefs conftrain- 
ing ; and not that either the Law of Na- 
ture, or the Law of the Gofpel, is without 
its proper and fuitable fanftions. 

L Thefe fandions, as to the Law of 
Nature^ as little as they are fometimcs 
confidered, are eafily pointed out. For 
who, that grofsly offends againft that Law, 
but is punifhed with felf- contempt ; with 
an anxious dread of that power, which 
infcribed the Law on his heart, and will, 
Ibmc way or other, fecure the honour of 
it ; with a fenfible diminution of his 
health, or fortune, or reputation; fbme- 
times, with the decline of his parts and 
faculties ; with many unea fy and em- 
baraffmg, however unforefeen, fituations, 
.into which his vices lead him; with in- 
evitable diftreffes, experienced in his own 
perfon, perhaps entailed on his po^erity ; 
G3 ia 
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in a word, fooner or later, with a difguft 
of this life, and a trembling apprehenfion 
of what may befall him in ?i future ? 

By thefe penalties, is the Law of Na- 
ture enforced : and they are fuch, as 
muft foon convince a thinking man, in- 
deed every man, that his true intereft 
lies in the obfervance of that Law. At 
the fame time, it muft be owned, that 
this Law is ftri£t and fevere : It puniflies 
with rigour, and rewards fparingly. Dif- 
obedience is certain, often intenle, mi-» 
fery ; while the moft punftual compliance 
with it fecures but a moderate enjoynpent; 
of this life, and fo much happinefs in an- 
other (if indeed any happinefs can ba 
hoped for) as in ftrid juftice may be re^ 
quired. 

Yet this is the Law, which many, it 
feems, had rather live and dye under, than 
accept the benefit of a far better. For, 

II. It pleafed God, in compaffion to his 
creature, man, not to leave him under 
this Law ; but, by a Jpecial revelation of 

his 
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his will, to confer thofe bleffings upon 
him, which he had no ground iii reafon 
to expert, and no means in nature to ob- 
tain, tience, the free gift of immortality^ 
on the condition of obeying a certain pre- 
cept, given to Adam. The gift was im-* 
menfe, and the condition eafy: but, the 
latter not baing obferved, the former was 
as jtiftly forfeited, as it had been gracioufly 
beftowed. 

Stifl, through the exhauftlefs nierdy of 
the fupreme moral Governour, a way was 
found 6\it, by which unhappy man might 
be reftored to his loft inheritance. He 
returned again, for the prefent, under the 
former yoke of Nature, or, at beft, was 
committed to the tuition of a rigid SchooU 
majler (for fuch St. Paul ftyles the ritual 
LawofMofes); with iomt bopesy indeed, 
of a better ftate, to which he was one day 
to be advanced ; but thofe, darkly inti- 
mated^ and imperfedtly conceived. The 
divine purpofe, however, was to lead him, 
by this wholefome difcipline, to Chrift, 
G 4 to 
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to the religion of his Son ; who, in due 
time, vindicated the honour of God's go- 
vernment, hy fulfilling all righteoufnefs ; ex- 
piated the foul offence of man's difobe- 
dience by his death upon thecrofs; and 
reconveyed the ineftimable gift of im- 
mortal life in happinefs, on the new terms 

of FAITH IN THE DIVINE SavIOUR, by 

whofe miniflry this great work was at- 
chieved. Thus, Jefus became a ranfom 
for the fins of mankind ; appearing in- 
deed in our nature at that feafon, which 
was pre-ordained, but being Jlain (in the 
divine councils, and therefore the benefit 
of his death operating) from the foundations 
of the world. 

This is a brief account of that great 
redemption in Chriil: Jefus, by which we 
are again reftored to thofe hopes, which 
had been forfeited by Adam's tranfgreflion. 
In confequence of this difpenfation, the 
reward of obedience is eternal Life : not 
of debt, but of grace, through faith in 
the Redeemer. But this is not all. To 

facilitate 
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facilitate and fecure that obedience (to 
which fo immenfe a benefit is now an- 
nexed) a perfeft example of it is fet be- 
fore us in the perfon of Chrift himfeif ; 
and the holy Spirit is given to the faith- 
ful, to purify their hearts and lives, and 
to Jill them ijoitb all joy and peace in be^ 
lieving ^ On the other hand, the penalty 
of difobedience (what could it be lefs ?) is 
a perpetual exclufion from bllfs and glory, 
with fuch a degree of pofitive fufFering, 
annexed, as the refpeflive demerits of in- 
corrigible finners, or the fanftity and 
wifdom of the divine government, may 
demand. 

Add to all this, that the fame fcripturcs, 
which open to us the terms of this dif* 
penfation, declare, likewife, that no other 
terms will ever be offered ; that we ara 
complete in Chrlji'^i that all the divine 
councils', in regard to man, are clofed and 
fhut up in him ; and that no further fa- 



* Rom. XV. 13, 
^ Col. ii. I Or 
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cirifice remains' for fin^ but that every 
man, henceforth, muft ftand or fall by 
the terms of the everlafting Gofpel. — How 
thenjhall we efcape^ if we negledi fo great 
Salvation ? 

III. Still, as I faid, there are thofe, who 
had rather truft to the Law of Nature, 
than the Law of Grace ; who had rather 
take their chance of being faved by the 
nalc of their own Reafon, than owe their 
Salvation to the methods prefcribed to 
them by the rule of the Gofpel. 

Their pretences for this perverfe choice, 
are various : but the true reafon, 1 fup-r 
pofe, is, that the difpenfation of the Gof- 
pel, though it be unfpeakably more be- 
nign, more gracious, more encouraging 
to the good and virtuous, is, at the fame 
time, more awful, more terrifying, to 
refolved impenitent finners, than the dif- 
penfation of Nature : and they are content 
to give up their hopes of that immortal 
prize, which the revelation of Jefu^ holds 
out to them, rather than encounter the 

hazard 
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hazard of that fevere fentence, which at- 
tends the forfqiture of it. 

Be it fo then ; ye had rather forego the 
hopes of heaven, than have your minds 
difqqieted with the fear of hell. 

Byt, firfi^ do ye not fee, that there is 
fomething bafe and abje<9: in this difpofi* 
tion ? For whajt generous man will not 
afpire to an imrqenrfe reward, which hea- 
ven, in extreme kindnefs, may be almofl: 
^id tp force upon him, bccaufe there may 
be (Ja;iger in coming ihort qf it ? '^ Yes^ 
but the danger is immenfc, too.'* Ra- 
ther iay, the lofs is inoraenfe : the danger 
of incurring this lofs, is not fo. For 
wh^t, indeed, i^ the dianger, when heavea 
is your guide, and a crown of glory your 
hope > when ye have God's word to afiurc 
you of the prize, ye contend for ; when 
ye have the holy Spirit of God to affift 
you in the purfuit ; when ye have thg; 
Son of God, ' your all-merciful Saviour 
himfelf, to be your Judge, and the dif- 
penfer of that prize to you ; when, with, 

all' 
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all thefe encouragements on the one hand, 
ye are, befides, quickened by a falutary 
fear of juftice, on the other ; and when all 
that is required of yourfelves is, a reafon- 
able faith, a willing mind, and a fincere, 
though, in many refpedts, imperfeft obe- 
dience ? Is the danger to be much efteem- 
ed, when the helps arc fo great, when 
the labouris fo fmall, and the fuccefs al- 
moft certain? But, 

Secondly^ Confider, alfo, whether ye do 
not even prevaricate with yourfelves, when 
ye fay, ye had rather take up with a 
lefs reward, than run the hazard of fo 
great a punilhment. Ye certainly re- 
folve not to contend for any reward, at 
all, not even for the reward of Nature. If 
ye did, ye might with more eafe, as well 
as certainty, obtain that of the Gofpcl. 
For whether is eafier, think ye, to obtaia 
a gift from infinite mercy, or to extort 
a debt from infinite juftice ? 

But, Lajily, the matter is not left to 
your choice. When God, in hiswifdom, 

had 
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had projeded a fcheme for the lalvation 
of mankind before the ages ; when he had 
profecuted that fcheme by many fuccef* 
five revelations bf himfelf, by many no- 
tices and preparatory indications of his 
good pleafure ; when he had feparated a 
chofen family from the reft of the world, 
to ferve as a repofitory of his councils, and 
to minifter to himfelf in the execution 
of them; when he had fent forth his 
angels to affift in this great work, and had 
infpired many prophets and holy men 
to fignify, beforehand, the glories of a 
jicw kingdom vihich he meant to efta- 
blifh on earth, and to prepare men for the 
reception of it: when, after all thefe pre- 
ludes of his wifdom and goodnefs, he 
came, in due time, to aftonifh the world 
with the completion of this adorable 
fcheme, by fending forth his only begot- 
ten Son, theexprefs image of hisperfon, 
to take upon him our nature, tofuffer and 
to dye for us ; and, by raifing up Apoftles 
and Evangelifts, under the guidance of 

hig 
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his holy Spirit, to record thefe atnazifig 
tranfa^ions ; and, by the, atteftation of 
flupcndous miracles, to fpread the know- 
ledge of them over the face of the earth ; 
when this, I fay, and more, had been done 
by the Almighty to uflier in his laft beft 
difpenfation into the world, think not, 
that all this mighty apparatus was to be 
thrown away on our caprice or obftinacy j 
and that, after all, we may be at liberty 
to rejeft his whole defign, or take as much, 
or as little of it, as our wayward fancies 
fhall fuggeft to us. No: afluredly the 
councils of heaven will ftand firm, what- 
ever attempts we may make in our vf'iC- 
dom, or weaknefs, to fubvert thera. As 
well may we think to overturn the ever- 
lafting mountains, or pufh the earth itfelf 
from its centre, as to defeat or fet afide 
one tittle of that eternal pur pofe, which God 
hath purpofedin Chrijl Jefus \ To whom- 
foever the found of the Gofpel is come, 
whether he will hear, or not hear, by that 



Ephef. iii« 2. ^ , 

^ Go'pel 
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Golpel he muft ftand or fall: he i$^ 
thenceforth, umier the bond of the Covenant : 
through faith in Jefus, he inherits the 
promifes ; or, if he withhold his faith, it 
is not at his option to have no concern in 
the threats of the Gofpel. 

I know what is commonly faid to re- 
prefentations of this fort — "That Faith 
depends not on the w/7/, but on the un- 
derjlanding : that, when the evidence for 
the truth of any propofition is full and 
clear, it conftrains my aflent ; when it is 
otherwife, I rejed the propofition, as falfe, 
or, at beft, fufpend my belief of it; and, 
in either cafe, as without merit, fo with- 
out blame : that no Law is obligatory to 
me, any farther than I fee caufe to admit 
the authority of it ; and that no pretence 
of its divine original can fubjedt me to 
the fandions of it, unlefs, on my beft 
inquiry, I allow that claim to be well 
founded : that, confequently, the Law of 
Chriftianity cannot concern him, who is 
not convinced of its truth ; that, where 

this 
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this conviftion is nor, difbelief muft be 
a matter purely indifferent : and that He 
only is refponfible to that Law, who un- 
derftands it to be his duty to be controul- 
cd and governed by it." 

This reafoning is plaufible ; and has 
many advocates, becaufe it flatters the 
pride and independency of the human 
mind. — But, when a Law is promulgcd 
with that evidence, which the i/hme L<f- 
gijlator (for oi Juch I am now fpeaking) 
fees to be fufficient for the convidion of a 
reafonable man, it is concluding too faft, 
to fuppofe, that I am innocent in rejedl- 
ing it ; or that I am not bound by it, 
though I do rejeft it. Error, or unbe- 
lief, is only indifferent, when it is per- 
fedly involuntary or invincible ; but there 
is clearly no room for this plea in the 
prefent cafe, when, by the fuppofition, 
there is no want of fit evidence. 

Even in the cafe of human Laws, my 
rejedion of them may be bkmeable, 
though I neither admit the authority^ nor 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



S E R M O N V. $7 

the equity of the kws themfelves. For 
there may be evidence enough of ic^th^ if 
I will but attend to it. Now put the 
cafe of a divine LegiQator ; and What wa4 
fuppofeahle^ becomes certain. Fort-heat^ 
tributes of the Deity will peran^it no doubt, 
but that, when he gives a L^w to man, 
he will afford fuch proofs of it, as may, ia 
reafon, fatisfy thofe, to whom it is addreflfed. 
So that their rejedion of it can only pro*, 
ceed from fome negleft or wilfulnefs, on 
their own part, and not from the want 
of a fufficient atteftation, on the part of 
the Legiflator. 

Ye fee then, there h no abfurdity in 
fuppofing the Law of Chriftianity to 
oblige thofe, who do not receive it: for 
if that Law be of God (and we argue 
now upon that hypothefis) the evidence 
for it muft be fuch as is fuited to our fa- 
culties ; and being addrefled, as the tenor 
of it (hews, to all mankind, it binds of 
courfe all thofe to whom that evidence 
has been fubmitted. *' 

H And 
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And this indeed is the very language of 
that Law itfelf. For the Jews difbelieved 
the Gofpel, when it was preached to tliem 
by our bleffed Lord. But what fays the 
Lcgiflator to thefe unbelievers ? Does he 
leave them to the Law of Nature, whofe 
authority they did not difpute, or to the 
Law of Mofes, which God himfelf, they 
knew, had given them ? No fuch thing : 
he tells them, that very Law, which they 
rejefted, (hould^W^^ them. ** He, that 
<* rejefleth me, and receivcth not my 
"words, hath one that judgeth him: 
<« the WORD, that I have fpoken, the fame 
" (hall judge him in the laft day V And 
he affigns the reafon of this determina- 
tion — " For I have not fpoken of myfelf ; 
«< but the Father, which fent me, he 
<* gave me a commandment, what I fhould 
« fay, and what I fliould fpeak :" that 
is; the Law, I give you, is of divine au-- 
thority ; and therefore not to be rejefted 
without blame on any pretence by yoU, 

^ John xii. 48. 

to 
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to whom the knowledge of it, and the 
proper evidence, on which it refls, hag 
been commitRd. 

Thcfc reflexions^ I know, have fmall 
weight with thofe, who treat the evidences 
of the Gofpcl with that fcprn, which is 
familiar to fome men. But fuch perfons 
ihould, at leaft, fee that their fcorn be 
well founded. If not — but I will only 
fay, they may fubjed themfelves, for 
aught they know, to the penalties of the 
Gofpel ; I mean, to the future judgment 
of that many whom^ in this life, tbey would 
not have to reign over them K 

But this remonftrance is properly ad« 
dreflcd to thofe, that afe without^ to the 
contemners of the Chriftian Law. To 
YOU, who are within the pale of Chrift*s 
Church, and acknowledge his authority ; 
who profefs yourfelves to be his fervants ; 
who admit no other Law, but in fub- 
jeAion to his, and have no expectation of 
life and glory from any other ; to you, I 

' Luke 3UX, 14.. 

H 2 fay. 
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fay, the queftion of the text is above 
meafure iiiterefting, Ho'm JhaU ii)i efcape^ 
if we negledljo great falvatkn f 

CompaflJon, and ^rucfence, ahd chatity 
may reftrain you from c^nftirlng With fe- 
Verity the enemies of the faith ; m^y dlf- 
pofe you to overlook, or to foften at leaft^ 
the alarming deilunciatibns of the Gdfpel, 
in which they are cobcerned, Rjt for 
YOURSELVES, who have given you rnames 
to Chrift, and have hope in him only ; 
who know the wonders of mercy that 
have been wrought for you, and were 
finally completed on that crofs, which is 
yourtruft and confolation, your pridb and 
glory, it is ahiioft necdlefs to fay what 
jy^wr intereft, and what your obligation is, 
to obferve, refpedt, and reverence the 
difpenfation of the Gofpel. Te are felf- 
condemned, if ye flight this Law : yfe 
are ungrateful, up to all the poffibillties 
of guilt, if ye make light of it : ye arc 
undone for ever, if j^e neglc5l fo great 
falvation. 

What 
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What allowances . it may pkafe God 
to tnake for the prejudices, the paffions, 
the flights, the blafphemies of unthink* 
ing and careldfs men, who have never 
embraced the faith of Jefus, it may not, 
perhaps, concern you to inquire. But ye 
know, that ye are refponfible to that Law, 
which ye profefs, and to that mafter, 
whom ye ferve ; that to you, indifference 
is infidelity ; and difbbedience, treafbn ; 
that willful unrepented fin in a Chriftian 
is without hope, as without cxcufe, (huts ^ 
him out from all the rewards, and ex- 
pofes him, even with his own full con- 
fent, to all the punifliments of the Gofpel. 

In a word, as their joy is great in be- 
lieving^ who obey the Gofpel of Chrift ; 
io the guilt and the terror is proportion- 
ably great, to difobedient believers. For, 
dreadful as unbelief tnsiy prove in the iffue 
tQ fuch as, through their own fault, have 
not come to the knowledge of Chrifl", 
Belief without obedience, is more dread- 
ful ftill. I have an Apoftle's warrant for 
H 2 this 
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this aflertion. For it had been better for 
us not to have known the way of right eouf-^ 
nefij than J after we have known it^ to 
turn from the haly commandment delivered 
unto us \ 

^ % Peter ii. 21. 
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' Preached Nov. 16, 1766. 



St. John, ch. xiv. ver. 8. 

Philip faitb to him. Lord, Jhew us the 
Father, and itjujfficeth us. 

OU R Lord, being now about to de- 
part out ofth^ ixforld % prepares his 
difciples for this u.nwelcome event by 
many confol^tions and inftru£kions, H^e 
acquaints them, naore particularly than he 
had hitherto done, with his own perfonal 

* St. John xiii. I. 

H 4 dignity. 
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dignity. He tells them, that, as they be- 
lieved in Gody they were alfo to believe in 
him*\ and that, although he (hould ihortly 
leave them, it was only to remove from 
Earth to Heaven, to his Father's houfe^ 
■ where he fliould more than ever ht mind- 
ful of their concerns, and whither I go, 
fays, be, to pr^are aplac^for you\ And, 
to imprefs t\iis belief {(o neceffaryfor their 
future fupport under his ow», and their. 
approaching fufferings) the more ftrongly 
upon t^iem. He declares, in the mod au- 
thoritative manner, that he, only, ii/as the 
■Way^.the^ruth, and the Life -, and that no 
man could <ome to the Father, but by bfm\ 
Nay, to (hew them how great his in- 
tereftvvas, and how clofe his union, with 
the Father, be even adds. If ye had known 
me, ye fiouM have known tny Father alfo ; 
and from henceforth, continues he, ye know 
bim, and have feen him''. 



' St. John xiv. 1, 

• Ch. xiv. 2. ' 
." Ch. xiv. 6. 

• Ch, xiv. 1. 
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This laft declaration feemed fo ftrange 
to his difciples, who had no notion of 
feeing the Father in Our Lord's fufFering 
Aate, or indeed through any other me- 
dium* than that of thofe triumphant ho- 
nours, which their carnal expectations had 
declined to him, that one of them, the 
Apoftle Philips faith to him, Lord, Jhew 
tis the Father, and it fufficeth us. As if 
he h^d faid, «* We know thee to be a 
** perfon of great holinefs, and have feen 
« many wonderful things done by thee ; 
♦« fo that we cannot doubt but that thou 
« art a prophet fent from God, for fome 
^ " great end and purpofe of his providehce. 
** But if thy pretenfions go fo far as to 
«« require us to believe in "Thee, as in the 
f « Father ; if we are to conceive of Thee, 
** as the only Life of the world ; of fo 
« great authority with God, as to pro- 
♦* cure manftons in heaven for thy dif- 
" ciples ; nay, of fo great dignity in thine 
f* own perfon, as to challenge the clofeft 
tf union and communication with the eter-* 

*♦ nal 
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•* nal Father j if, indeed, we are to be-- 
•* Iieve fuch great things of thee, it is 
** but reafonable, as thou fayeft, that, 
•* in knowing and feeing thee^ %ve alfo know 
'-^ and fee the Fafber ; that we have the 
•* clearcft and nnoft unqueflioned proofs 
«^ of thy divinity. Shew usy then, the 
** Father^ make us fee the glorious fym- 
** bols of bis prefencc j pr^fent ua with 
^^fuch irrefiftible denaonflrations of his 
** power and greatnefs> as were vouch- 
** fafed to our Fathers, at the giving of 
** the Law ; fuchy as ftrike convidion on 
** the fenfes, and overrule all doubt and 
** diftruft in fo high a matter ; Jhew us^ 
** 1 fay, the Father^ in this fenfc, and it 
^^ fufficeth to our perfuafion and firm belief 
** in thee/' 

We fee, in this conduifl of the Apoftic 
Philip, a natural pi£lure of thofe in- 
quirers into the truth of our religion; 
wIk>, becaufe they have not the higheft 
poflible evidence given them of it, (at 
kail, not that evi4ence, which they ac- 
count 
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count the highejl) are tempted, if not ab- 
folutely to rejeft the faith, yet to enter- 
tain it with a great mixture of doubt and 
fufpicion. «^ If Chriftianity, fay they, 
** were what it pretends to be, the argu- 
** ments for it would bo fo decifive, that 
*< nothing could be oppofed to them ; if 
<« it were, indeed, of God, the proofs of 
** its claim had been fuch and fo many, 
" that no fcepticifm could have taken 
" place, no infidelity, at leaft, could have 
*^ kept its ground, againft the force of 
« them.'' 

When this wild fancy comes to take 
pofleflion of mens minds, the whole te- 
nour of God's difpenfations, is quarrelled 
with, and difputed : every circumftance 
in our Lord's hiftory, looks fufpicious : 
and every yi?<5f, applied to the confirma- 
tion of our holy faith, rifcs into a pre^ 
fumption againft it. 

The word of Prophecy has not been fo 
clear and manifcft, as it might have been ; 
therefore^ the proofs taken frpm it, are of 

no 
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iK> validity. The mir/idlei of Chrift were 
-not fo public or fo illuftrious, as might 
fee conceived : thenfore^ they ai5e no evi- 
dence of his -divine itiiflion. The fiene 
of his birth and anions might have jbcen 
4nore oonlpicvious : therdfcre^ the light 
4&f the world coul^ aot pBoiceed fnom that 
tjuaiter. The Gcfpd itfeif wa^s not de«- 
iiyered in that manner^ nor by thofe /«* 
firumentSy which they tfteena naoft fit ; 
its Jucufi in the wpfld has not t>^eii 
fo gi'eat, not its (^tR$ qm the lives of 
men, fo falutary, as might have been ex» 
pe^ed : tber€for£y it coul4 not be of di- 
vine original. 

But there is no end of enumerating the 
inftances of this folly. Let me obferve, 
in one word, that the greater part of the 
objedioAs, which weak or libertine ipen 
-have oppofed to the authority of revealed 
Religion, are of the fame fort with the 
demand in the text. The authors of 
them firft imagine to themfelves, what 
evidence would be the moft convincing ; 

and 
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dnd thea refufe their (^ent to any other. 
Their conftant language is that of the 
Apoftle Philip— :^m; us the Father^ and 
hjufficeth us. 

Now, to fee bow little force there is 
in this fort of argumentation, let it be 
confidered, that fuch high demands of 
evidence for the truth of the Chriftian 
revelation, are impertinent, atthebeft ; 
that they are, moft probably, on the par-t 
of the revealer, improper to be com- 
plied with ; that they muji be, on the 
part of man, presumptuous, and un- 
warrantable. 

I. All demands of this fort are clearly 
impertinent^ and befide the purpofe of a 
fair inquirer into the authority of a divine 
Religion. For the queftion is, whether 
fuch religion be not accompanied with 
that evidence^ which is fufficient to deter- 
mine the aflent of a reafonable man; 
not, whether it be the higheft in its kind, 
or in its degree^ which might be imagined. 
There is an infinite variety and, as we 

may 
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may fay, gradation In the fcale ot moral 
evidence, from the higheft forms of dcr 
monjiratlon down to the loweft induce- 

' ments oi probability. The impatient mind 
of man, which loves to reft in affurance, 
may demand xh^ former of thefe in every 
cafe : but the juft and fober inquirer, 

. whatever he may wifh for, will fubmit to 
the latter. He takes the argument, as 
prefented to him ; he weighs the moment 
of it ; and if, on the whole, it preponde- 
rates, though but by fome fcruples of pro- 
bability, againft the induftions on the 
other fide, he is detertpined by this evi- 
dence, with as good reafon, though not 
with as much aflurance, as by dpmon- 
ftation itfelf. His bufinefs, he knows, 
is to examine whether the conclufion be 
juftly drawn, not whether it be irrefiftibly 
forced upon him. It is enough, if the 
proof be fuch as merits his aflent, though 
it (hould not compel I it. 

Apply, now, this univerfal rule of juft 
reafoning to the cafe of the Gofpel. Con- 

fider 
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fider it on the footing of that evidence, 
which it pretends to offer. If this evi- 
dence be weak and inconclufive in itfelf, 
let it be rejefted. But, if it be fufficient 
to the purpofe, for which it is given, 
why look out for any higher? The pre- 
tenfions of Chriftianity are, indeed, very 
great. It claims to be received by us, as 
the work and word of God. The proofs 
of its being fuch Ihould, no doubt, be 
adapted to the nature of thefe pretenfioiis. 
If, in fad, they be fb adapted, all further 
atteftations of its truth, all ftronger de- 
monftrations of its divinity (fuppofing 
there might be ftronger) are, at leaft, un- 
necejfary : our demands of them are with- 
out ground, and >^thout reafon : that is, 
they arc clearly not to the purpofe of this 
inquiry. But 

II. The impertinence of thefe demands, 
is not all. There is good realbn to be- 
lieve, that they are, in themfelves, ab- 
folutely unfit and improper to be com- 
plied with. 

In 
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In faying this, I do not only mean that 
Xht evidence^ fuch men call for, is fo far 
miftaken as to be really of an inferior 
fort, and lefs convincing to a well-inform- 
ed mind, than that which they reje£l. 
This, no dobbt, is very frequently the 
cafe. It has been (hewn in many in- 
ftances, and even to the convidlion of the 
objeftor himfelf, that fuch circumftances 
as have been thought moft fufpicious, fiach 
proofs as have appeared the weakefl:, have 
upon inquiry, turned out, of all others, 
the flrongeft and moft fatisfaftory. For 
example, they who obje£t to the mean 
injirumentsj by which the Chriftian Reli- 
gion was propagated, are confuted by the 
Apoftle Paul himfelf; who has (hewn 
that very circumjiance to be the cleared 
proof of its divinity ; this method of 
publifhing the Gofpel having been pur- 
pofely chofen, that our faith fiould not 
Jiand in the wifdom of men^ but in the power 
of God^. And the fame anfwer will 

^ I Cor. ii. ^. 

• equally 
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equally ferve to many other pretences of 
the like nature. 

But, as I faid, my intention is not, at 
prefent, to expofe the common miftake of 
preferring a weaker evidence to a Jlronger. 
Let it be allowed, that the evidence re- 
quired is, in fadt, tht Jlronger. Still there 
is reafon to think that fuch evidence was 
not proper to be given. And I argue, from 
the nature of the thing ; 2i\\difrom the genius 
of the Gofpel. 

I. In the nature of the thing it feems 
not reafonable that a divine revelation 
(hould be obtruded upon men by the 
higheft poffible evidence. This would be 
to confirain their affent, not to obtain it : 
and the very eflence of religion confifts 
in its being a willing^ as well as reafonable 
fervice. 

Or, take the matter thus. On fuppofi- 
tion that it (hould pleafe God to addrefs 
himfelf to man, it is to be prefumed he 
would treat him as vcaw^ that is, in a 
way, which is fuitable to the whole of his 
I nature. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



114 SERMON VI. 

nature. But tnan is not only an inteUigent 
being, that is, capable of difcerning the 
force of evidence, and of being determin- 
ed by it : he is, alfo, a moral being,^ that 
is, capable of making a right or wrong 
ufe of his liberty. Now put the cafe of 
an over-powering, irrefiftib-le evidence, and 
his underjianding is convinced, indeed; but 
tht wi//^ that other and better half of his 
compoficion, the fpring of liberty and o£ 
virtue, tliis, with all the energies depend- 
ing upon it, is untouched, and has no 
Ihare in the operation. On the other 
hand, let the evidence fubmitted to him 
be fuch only as may fatisfy his reafon, if 
attentively, if modeftly, if virtuoufly em- 
ployed and you fee the whole man in 
play : his intelleSiual powers are confider- 
ed, and his moral faculties, the faculties 
of a wife and underjianding hearty applied 
to arid exerted. 

h fecms, then, that, if a Revelation 
were given to man, it would mofl: pro- 
bably, and according to the beft views 

wc 
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we can form of the divine conduft, be 
given in this way j that is, in fuch d, 
way, as (hould make it, at once, the 
proper objeft of his foithj and the tefl:, 
I had almoft faid the reward, of his 
merit. 

And fuch, we may obferve, is the fenfe 
of mankind in other inftances of God's 
government. Who complains, that the 
ordinary bleflings of heaven, the con- 
veniences and accommodations of life, are 
not ready furniflied and prepared to his 
hands ? Who does not think it fufficient, 
to our ufe and to God's glory, that we 
have the powers requifite to prepare them? 
Why then expeft this greateft of God's 
blefSngs, a divine Revelation^ to be made 
cheap in being forced upon us, whether 
we will or no, by an evidence^ which 
filences reafon, rather than employs it; 
and precludes the exercife of the nobleft 
faculties, with which our nature is in-» 
veiled? 

la 3. Thus, 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



n6 SERMON VL 

Z. Thus^ the reafon of the thing af- 
fords a prefumption (I mean, if men will 
reafon at all on fiich matters), that thefe 
high dejpiands in religion are utifit to be 
copaplied w^th.. But we fhaM argue 
more fafely, in the next place, from the 
genius and dbclaratians of the 
Gospel. 

From thetenour of the Gofpel- revela- 
tion we learn, that, though a reafonabk 
evidence be afforded of its truths yet the 
author and- publifliers of it were by no 
means follicitous to force it on the minds 
pf men by an unnecejfary and irrejiftibie 
evidence. 

We fee this in the conduit of our Lord 
himfelf, who refufed to gratify the curio- 
fity both of friends and foes by needlefs 
explanations'' J or fupernumerary ;7;/V^r/^j \ 
We fee it, further, in his general method 
of fpeaking by Parables "" ; which are fo 

» Matt. XXI. 27.— xxii. 46.— xxvii. 14, 

* Matt. xii. 38. — ^xvi, I. 

• Mark iv. 34. 

contrived 
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contrived as to inftrudl the attentive and 
willing hearpr, but not the prejudiced or 
indifferent. Nay, when fonae of his pa- 
rables were {o obfcure as that they might 
jfecm to require an explanation, he did 
not always vouchfafe to give it before tl.c 
people, but reierved the expofition of them 
for i&/> difciplesj in private ^. To them^ 
.only, // nluas given to Jinow the myjlenes 
of the ]iingdqm of heaved : others, were 
left to their own interpretation of his 
Parables *. 

This proceedinjg of Chrift plainly fliews 
that he was not arixious to inftruSi or con^ 
vince in that way^ which might appear 
the moft diredi and cogent. It feenis, on 
the contrary, to have been his choice to 
afford the flrongeft proofs of his miffion 
and the cleareft views of his doftrine to 
ihofe^ not whofe incredulity needed his 
afliftance mod:, but who^ by their good 
jjifpofitions ai^d moral qualities, deferved 

** Mark iv. 34. 
f MarK iv. II. 

r 3 it. 
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it ^ lie thought not fit to cqfl pearls be^ 
fore /wine ^\ and, as contrary as it may 
he to our forward expeftations, it was a 
rule with him, that he that hath, to him 
itjhould be given **. 

That this was the genius of the Gofpel 
we further learn from the ftrefs, which 
is laid on Faith. It is everywhere de- 
manded as a previous qualification in 
the afpirants to this religion ; it is every- 
where fpoken of, as the higheft moral 
virtue :, a r.eprefentation, ftrange and im- 
poflible to be accounted for, if men were 
to be borne down by the weight of evi^ 
denceovXy. 

But, to put the matter out of all doubt, 
yjt have it declared to us in exprefs words, 
that thofe converts are the moft accepta- 
ble to Chrift, who receive his religion, 
on a reafonable, indeed, but inferiour evi- 
flence. When the Apoftle Thomas ex*- 

^ Matt, xiii, 58. Mark ix. 23. 
e Matt* vii. 6. 
. ?f Mar)i iv. 51^1, 

prefled 
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prefled his belief, on the evidence oifenfe^ 
Jefus faith unto himy Thomas^ becaufe thou 
haft feen me, thou haji believed : bleffed are 
they that have not Jeen^ and yet have be- 
lieved '^. 

Now, whatever occafion prophane men 
may take from this account of Go(pel- 
evidence to calumniate the divine author 
of our Faith, as though he relied more 
on the credulity^ than the conviStion of his 
followers ; whatever perverfe ufe, I fay, 
fome meii may be difpofed to make of 
this circumftance ; one thing, I fuppofe, 
is clear, " That the genius of the Gofpei 
•«* does, in fadt, difcountenance their high 
^' demands of ovidencQ.-* So that, taking 
the Chriflian religion for what it is (and 
for fuch only, the rules of good reafoning 
oblige us to take it) it is very certain that 
no man is authorized to expeft other or 
ftronger proofs of its divinity, than have 
been given. On the contrary, fuch proofs, 

^ John XX. aOf 

J f S6 
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as men account ftronger, could only ferve 
to weaken its evidence, and overthrow its 
pretenfions. 

3. Laftly, Though no dijiinSl reafon 
could have been oppofed to theie higlj 
expedtations in religion, yet common ferife 
would have feen, " That they are, in 
** general^ presumptuous and unwar- 

** RANTABLE." 

For what man, that thinks at all, but 
muft acknowledge that facred truth, that 
GocPs ways are not as our ways'" i and 
that it is the height of mortal folly to 
prefcribe to the Almighty? What man 
is he that can know the council of God? Qr^ 
who can think what the will of the Lord 
is ? — Hardly do we guefs aright at things 
that are upon the earthy and with labour do 
we find the things that are before us: but 
the things that are in heaven who hath 
fearched out? 

»» Ifaiah, Iv. 8. 
® Wifdom, ix, 13, 

6 Such 
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Such paflages, as the&, have, I know, 
been ibmetimes brought to iofult and 
difgrace Reason, when employed the 
moft foberly, and in her proper office* 
But } quote them for no fuch purpofe. I 
mean not to infer from thefe teftimonies, 
that we are not competent judges of the 
jevidence, which is laid before us (for why^ 
then, was it offered?); but, that reaiba 
cannot tell us, n^ohat evidence it was fit 
for heaven to give of its own council^ 
and revelations. We may conjedurep 
modejily conjeSure, without blatne. Nay 
the wifeft and beft men, and even angels 
themfelves, have a reafonable dejire to look 
into thefe things : and their fpeculation$^ 
if duly governed, arc, no doubt, conn* 
mendable and ufeful. But we are not, 
upon this pretence, to dogmatize on fuch 
matters. Much lefs, may we take upon 
us to reject a well-attejled Revelation, a 
Revelation, that bears many charaderiftic 
marks, many illuftrious iignatures and 
imprefles of divinity, becaufe this or that 

circum- 
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circumliaiice, attending it, does not ac- 
cord to Dur narrow xiews and (hallow 
furmifts. Jn (hort, men would do well 
to remember that it is no lefs a maxim 
of reafon^ than of Scripture, that the things 
of Ged knoweth no man but the Spirit 
of God"" : a maxim^ we (hould never lofe 
fight of, a moment, in our religious in- 
quiries. 

But this, though an important confider- 
ation, is a common one, and I purfue it 
no farther. Let it fuffice to have (hewn, 
♦« That when, in matters of religion, 
men indulge themfelves in fancying what 
evidence would have been mofl: convin- 
cing to them, and then ere£t fuch fancies 
into expeSiations^ they are, at bed, em^ 
ployed very idly ;" 

" That the worthieft apprehenfions, we 
can frame of the divine wifdom, and both 
the genius and letter of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, difcountenance thefe expedations, 

' I Cor. ii, II. 
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as improper and unreafonable to be com- 
plied with :" 

And, *^ that, from the flighteft acquain- 
tance with ourfelves, we muft needs con- 
fefs them to be prefumptuous*^ 

The USE to be made of the whole, is, 

that men think foherly^ as they ought to 

think ' ; and that, if ever their reftlefs cu- 

riofity, or fome worfe principle, irppcils 

them to make the demand in the text, 

Jhew us the Father^ they reprefs the rifing 

, folly by this juft reflexion, that they have 

^ no right, in their fenfe of the word, to/ee 

'the Father. 

Not, but his infinite goodnefs hath 
vouchfafed to unvdl himfelf fb far, as is 
abundantly fufficient to our convidion. 
But then we muft be content to fee him 
in that light, in which he has been 
gracioufly pleafed to Jhew himfelf, not 
in that unapproachable light %^ in which 
our madnefs requires to have him Jhewn^ 
to us. 



* Rom. xiii. 3. 

\ Hq clTT^o^nov* I Tim. vi. i6. 



The 
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The evidences of Chriftiaiuty are not 
difpenfed with a penurious hand : but they 
lie difperfed in a very wide compafs. They 
refult from an infinite nun^ber of coii- 
fiderations, each of which has its weight, 
and all together fuch moment, as may be^ 
but is not eafily refifted. To coUeft and 
eftimate thefe, much labour and patience 
is to be endured ; great parts of learning 
„and genius are required; above all, m 
upright and pure mind is demanded. If, 
confcious of our little worth or ability, 
wc find ourfelves not equal to this ta&, 
let us adore in filence, and with that hu- 
mility which becomes us. To call out 
for light, when we have enough to ferve 
our purpofe, is indeed foo/i/b : but to make 
this noify demand, when we have pre- 
vioufly blinded our eyes, or have refolved 
to keep them fhut, is fomething more than 
folly- 
After all, there is one way, in which 
the meaneft of us may be indulged in the 

high 
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high privilege of seeing the Father ^ at 
Jcaft, ill the cxprefs image of his Son. It 
is, by keeping the commandments. JE&, 
that hath my commandment s^ and keepeth 
them^ fays our Lord himfelf, / will love 
him, and will manifest my/elf to him ^. 
In other words, he will fee and acknow- 
ledge the truth of our divine religion. 

'^ John xiv. 22. 



SER. 
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Preached in the year 1771. 



St. James, iv. i. 
From whence come wars and fightings among 
you F Come they not hence ^ even of your 
lufts that war in your members f 

INTERPRETERS have obferved, that 
thefe queftions refer to the ftate of 
things, which then took place among the 
Jews, when this epiftle was addreffed to 
them. For, about that time, they had 
grievous wars and fightings among thera- 
felves ; every city, and every family, al- 
moft, of this devoted people, not only in 
Judea, but in many other countries, 

through 
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through which they were fcattered abroad^ 
being miferably diftrafted and torn afun-^ 
der by civil and domeftic faftions. 

This application, then, of the Apofl:Ie*s 
words to the Jews of his own time, feems 
a juft one. But we need look no further 
for a comment upon them, than to that 
hojiile fpirit, which too much prevails, at 
all times, and under all circumftances, 
even among Chriflians themfelves. 

The roQt of this bitternefs, we are 
told, is in the lujlsy that war in our mem-- 
hers: that is, there is, firft, an infurredlion 
of our carnal appetites againft the law 
of our minds ; and, .then, the contagion 
fpreads over families, neighbourhoods, and 
focieties; over all thofe, in (hort, with 
whom we have any concern, till the 
whole world, fometimes, becomes a ge- 
neral fcene of contention and diforder. 

For, afk the princes of this world, what 
prompts them to difturb the peace of 
other ftates, and to involve their fubjedts 
in all the horrors of war ; and their an* 

fwcr. 
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fWcr, if they deign to give one, and if it 
be ingenuous, muft^ commonly, be, their 
luji of conquefi anc^ dominion. Afk the fer- 
vants^ of thole princes, what fplits them 
into parties and fa£lions ; and they cati 
hardly avoid ani^ering, or we can anfwer 
for them, their lu/i of wealth and power. 
Alk the people, at large, and under what- 
ever denomination, what occafions their 
contempt of authority, their difobedience 
to maglftrates, their tranfgreffions of law, 
their cabals and tumults, their hatred, 
defamation, and perfecution of each other; 
and charity herfelf, for the moft part, 
can dictate no other reply for them to 
this queftion, than that they are excited 
to all thefe excefles by the luji of riot and 
mifrule, or, of, what they call, liberty. 
But there is no end of purfuing this 
fubjeft in all its applications to particular 
inftances. What we have moft reafbn to 
lament, is, that Chriftians not only fgbt 
with each other, at the inftigation of 
their lujls^ for their own carnal and cor- 
rupt 
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tupt ends ; but that they make the very 
fneanSj which God has appointed to com- 
J)ofe thefe differences, the inftruments of 
their animofity, and becorrie outrageous 
in their hoftile treatment of each other, 
by the perverfion of tho^t principles^ which 
were intended to be its reftraint. For 
if any thing could appeafe this tumult 
ainong men, what rriore likely to do 
itj than the adminijlration of civil jujlke^ 
and the facred in/litutions of religion ? Yet, 
are even thefe provifions of divine and 
human wifdom, for the fupport of peace 
and good order, defeated by our reftlefs 
and ingenious paffions ; and we contrive 
to make Religion and Law themfelves, 
fubfervient to the increafe of that con- 
tention, which they tend fo naturally to 
keep out of the world. 

As this abufe, which inverts the ord r 
of things, and turns the medicine of Ii!u 
into a deadly poifonT--as this. abufe, I fay, 
can never be enough expofed ; let me re - 
prefent to you fome part of the ev.^^ 
K whlcli 
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which this monftrous mifufe of Religion 
and CIVIL Justice has brought upon 
mankind ; as the laft, and moft ftriking 
effort of thefe malignant lujis^ from which, 
according to the holy Apoftle, all our 
violations of peace and charity are derived. 

And, FIRST, of the mifchiefe, arifing 
from MISAPPLIED Religion. 

It were an ample field, this, (hould I 
undertake to follow the ecclefiafticalhif- 
torian in all the abufes, whicli he fo 
largely difplays. But my defign is to 
open the fountains ; to point, only, to the 
general caufes^ from which thofe abufes 
have flowed. And the chief of thefe 
caufes will not be overlooked, if we con« 
fider that Chriftianity has been corrupted 
hy fuperjlitiony by policy^ ziiA hy fophijlryi 
for, in each of thefe ways, the lujls of 
men have found free (cope for their adli- 
vity ; and have produced all thofe endlefs 
difcords and animofitios, which hav9 di& 
honoured the Chriftian world. 

I. Super* 
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1. SapfiRSTiTtoN began very eariy td 

make cruel inroads into the rcHgiQn of 
Jefus \ jttjlj by debafingits free fpirit with 
the fervility of Jewifli obfervaticesj next, 
in adulterating its (imple genius by th« 
pomp of pagan ceremonies ; and^ after* 
wards, through a long courfc of dark and 
barbarous ages, in disfiguring its reafonahk 
fervice^ byevei^ whimfy, which a gloomy 
or difturbed imagination could fuggefL 

The tufts of men gave birth to theft 
feveral perverfions. The obftinate pi'idc 
of the Jewifti Ghriftiaii was flattered- in 
retaining the abrogated ritual of the Law : 
the pagan profelyte gratified his vanity^ 
and love of (plendor in religious mini- 
ilrations, by dreffing out Chriftianity in 
all the paint and pageantry of his antient 
worfliip : and the miferable monk foothed 
his fears J or indulged his fpiiej in bufying 
himfelf with I know not what uncom- 
manded and frivolous expiitions, or in 
torturing others with the rigours of a 
fruitlefs penance. 

K 2 From 
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From thefe rank paflions, fprung up 
nji^ars in abundance among Chriftians. 
The Apoftles themfelves could not prevent 
their followers from Jighting with each 
other, in the caufe of circumcljton. The 
fuperftition of days % and of images ^ grew 
fo fierce, that the whole Chriftian world 
was, at different times, thrown into con- 
Vulfions by it. And the dreams of mon- 
kery excited every where the moft im- 
placable feud^; which hadj^ commonly, no 
higher objeifl, than the credit of their fe- 
veral Rules^ or the honour of their Patron- 
faints. 

2. When fuperftition had thus fet the 
world on fire, a godlefs policy ftruck 
hi, to encreafe the combuftion. 

The Chriftian religion, which had 
TRUTH for its object, could not but re- 
quire an affent from its profeffbrs to tne 
doctrines, it revealed ; and, having God 
for its author, it, of courfe, exafted a com- 

* The difpute about Eafier^ in the fecond century. 
^ The difpute about Images, in the eighth century. 

* pliance 
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pliance with the few ritual obfervances, 
which he faw fit to ordain. But the wan- 
tonnefs, or weaknefs, of the human mind, 
introducing a different interpretation of 
thofe doSrineSt and a different miniftration 
of thofe rites, the policy of princes would 
not condefcend to tolerate fuch unavoid- 
able differences, but would inforce a rigid 
uniformity both of fentlment and cere- 
mony, as moft conducive, in their ideas, 
to the (juiet and ftability of their govern- 
ment. 

Again: the honour of prelates and 
churches feemed to be concerned in all 
queftions concerning place and jurifdidion ; 
and, when thefe queftions arofe, was to be 
maintained by every artifice, which an in- 
terefted and fecular wifdom could contrive. 

The lujl of dominion, was plainly at 
the bottom of thefe infernal machinations ; 
and the fruit, it produced, was the moft 
bloody and unrelenting wars, maflacres, 
and perfecutions j with which the annals of 
mankind are polluted and difgrace,d. But. 
K3 3- To 
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3, To worjc up thefe two pefts of hu^ 
niaiuty, fuferjiitipn^ and intolerance^ to alj 
the fury, of which they arc capable, uix- 
bleffed SciENqE aud perverted Reason 
Jent their aid. 

For the pride of knowledge begot in^ 
numerable portentous herefies ; which not 
^nly corrupted the divine religion of Jefus 
(obnoxious to fome taint froin the impure 
touch of hijipan jreafon, becaufe dhme)^ but 
envenomed the hearts of its profcflbrs 
againft each othej> by infufing into them 
a bitter fpirit of altercation and difpute* 

In thefe fevcral ways, then, and from 
tbpfe caufes, \m our holy religion been 
abufe^f T^€ Inftf of ^^^ b^v^ turned th;e 
Gofpel of peace itfelf into an inftrument 
of war ; a tnifadventure, which could not 
have taken place, bad Chriftians but re« 
polleflted and pra^ifed one firigle precept 
of their n^afler -f- Learn afmti Jor I am 
meek and lowly in hearty and ye Jhall Jind 
^eji fQ your fouls \ 

f M%ttB xi» 29f 

But 
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But the perverfity of man could not be 
()rought to learn this falutary leilbn ; and 
fo has fulfilled that memorable faying of 
our Lord, who, forefeeing what abufes 
would hereafter be made of his charitable 
fyftem, declared of himfelf— -/ came not 
tofendpeace, ha a/word^. This predica- 
tion, at lead, the enemies of our faith are 
ready enough to tell us, has been amply 
verified, in the event. It has been io : it 
was therefore infpired, becaufe it was to 
be fulfilled. But let them remember, with« 
all, that not the genius of the GoQ)el, but 
man^s incorrigible pafHons, a^ng in de- 
fiance of it, have given to this prophecy 
its entire completion* 

I come now to reprelent to you, 

II. In the fecond place^ how the hfts 
of men have perverted civit justice, as 
well as religion, into an inftrument of 
contention and hate. 

The objed of all civil, or municipal 
kwS), is the confervation of private peace, 

' Matt. X. 34.. 

K4 w 
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in the equal proteftion they afford to the 
property and perfons pf men. Yet, how 
often have they been employed to other 
purpofes, by thoje^ who adminijler the Laws ; 
and ^y thofe^ for whofe fake they ar^ adn 
mintfieredl 

I. In reading the hiftory of mankind^ 
one cannot but obferve, with indignation, 
how frequently the magiftrate himfelf hais 
turned the Law, by which he governs, 
into an engine of oppreffion : fometimes, 
direSing it againft the liberties of the 
flate ; and fometimes, againft the private 
rights of individuals. It were a fmall 
matter, perhaps, if he only took advantage 
of ^fevere law, or drew over an ambiguous 
one, to; countenance his iniquitous pur- 
pofe3, But how oft has he embittered 
the mildeft, pr tprtured the plaineft laws 
by malignanf glofles and ftrained inter- 
pretations ! gratifying, in both ways, his 
revenge, his avarice, or his ambition ; yet 
.ftill in the forrns of Law, and under thp 
mantle, as it were, of public juftice ! 

Such 
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' Such abufes there i^ave been in moft 
ftates, and, it may be, in our own. God 
forbid, that, {landing in this place, I 
(hould accept the perfons of men^ or give 
flattering titles unto any ". But truth obliges 
me to fay, that there is, now, no colour 
for thefe complaints. The adminiftration 
of juftice, on the part of the Magijlrate^ 
is fo pure, as to be the glory of the age, 
in which we live. The abufes all arifc 
from another quarter; ^nd the conten- 
tious Ipirit is kept alive and propagated by 
the lufts of private men. And what ren- 
ders their iniquity without excufe, is, that 
the very equity of thofe forms, in which 
our laws are adminiftered, is made the oc- 
cafion of introducing all thefe corruptions. 
To come to a detail on this fubjed, 
might be thought improper. Let me 
jpaint to you, then, in very general tcrmSf 
the diforders that fpring from this pef- 
yerfion of Law ; and, to do it with ad- 

" Jobxxxii. 21, 

vantage^ 
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vantage, let me emplc^ the expreifivi 
yvor^s of an antieat Pagan writer. 

The Roman governors of provinces, it 
is well known, had their times for the 
more folemn adminiflration of civil juftice* 
Suppofe, then, one of thefe governors to 
have fixed his reiidence in the capital of 
an Afiatic province, to have appointed a 
day for this folemnity, and, with his Lie- 
tors and other enfigns of authority about 
him, to be now feated in the forum, or 
pubUc place of the city ; and confider, if 
the following reprcfentatioa of an indif* 
ferent by-ftander be not natural and in- 
ftruftive. 

" See,'' fay^ the eloquent writer % whc^e 
words I only tranflate, « fee that vaft and 
" mixt multitude affembled together be- 
«* fore you. You alk, what has occafioned 
^* this mighty concourfe of people. Are 
*? they met to lacrifice to their country 

^ Plutarch, or whocvw was the author of a frag- 
ment, printed among his moral difcourfcs, and entitled,^ 

ijar. Ed. vol. ii. p. 500.. 

^ Gods>^ 
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^^ Gods, and to communicate with each 
'* other in the facred ofiices of their reli- 
*^ giou ? Are they going to offer the Lydian 
•* firft- fruits to the Afcraean Jupiter ? or, 
<* are they affembled in fuch numbers to 
^* celebrate the rites of Bacchus, lyith the 
♦* ufual feftivity ? Alas, no. Neither pioud 
« gratitude, nor feftal joy, inipkes them* 
<* One fierce unfriendl/ paffion only pre- 
** vails ; whofe epidemic rage has flirred 
^* up all Afia, and, as returning with rc- 
^* doubled force on this ftated adniverfary, 
*« has driven thefe frantic crouds to the 
** forum ; where they are going to engage 
^^ m law-fuits with each other, before 
<» the Judges. An infinite number' of 
*« caufes, like fo many confluent ftreams, 
^^ ru(h together, iw one common tide, to 
^ the fame tribunal. The palfions of the 
^* contending parties are all on fire; and 
M the end of this furious conflift is, the 
♦< ruin of themfelves and others. What 
«* fevers, what calentures, what adufl 
#f temperament of the body, or overflow 

it of 
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«* of its vicious humours, is to be com^ 
<* pared to this plague of the diftempered 
** mind ? Were you to interrogate each 
** caufe (in the manner you examine a 
*« witnefs) as it appears before this tri- 
" bunal, and afk, whence it came ? the 
** anfwer would be, an obftinate and felf- 
^ willed fpirit produced this ; a bitter rage 
!** of contention, that ; and a luft of re- 
^^ venge and injuftice, another^ 

It is not to be doubted, that this rage 
of the contending parties was inflamed, 
in thofe times^ by mercenary agents and 
venal oratprs ; by men, who employed 
every fetch of cunnjing, and every artifice 
of chicane, to perplex th^ cleareft laws, 
.to retard the decifion of the plaineft cafes, 
and to elude the fentence of the ableft 
judges. Without fome fuph management, 
as this, the paflions of the litigants could 
not have been kept up in fuch heat and 
fury, but mufl gradually have cooled, and 
4ied away of thieqifelveg. Add this, then, 
Jo the other features, fo well delineated, 

and 
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and you will have:;the pidiorc -of antient 
litigation complete. : .If": ' 

And what think wfe, . now, of this pic* 
ture ? Is there tnuth laildifiiatiire in' it ? 
Are we at all concerned in this reprefen- 
tation ; and do -we difcover any'^releni* 
blance to it in what is paijihg elfewhere, I 
mean in modern times, and even in Chris- 
tian focieties? If, we do. Jet us afcknow- 
ledge with honefty, but'indeed with double 
(hame, that, like the Pagans of old, We 
have the art to pervert the beft things t^ 
the worft purpofes; and that the /a/?j of 
men are ftill predprainant over the wifeft 
and ' moft beneficent inftitutions of civil 
juftice. : 

Indeed, as to ourfelves, the-^ mild and 
equitable fpirit df our laws might be 
enough, one would think, to infpire an- 
other temper : but when we further con- 
Uder the divine fpirit of the Gofpel, by 
which we pretend to be governed, and 
the end of which is charity^ our prodi- 
gious 
7 
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|^<Mi8 2bH& of io/i muft nebds cover' us 
With confufion* 

The ioftrudion, thcii^ ftom what has 
been fkid^ is this: That, fince, as St. James 
obfervcs,: all our wars and Jlgbtings v^ith 
each other proceed only from our lu/isf 
ind fince tbe^ hftve even prevailed to that 
dtfgrec as to corrupt the two beft gifts, 
which God, in his mercy, ever beftowed 
on mankind, that is, to make Religion and 
Xrnwfubfervicat to our bittfer animofities ; 
fince all this, I fay, has been made appear 
in the preceding comment on the facred 
r^xt, it becomes us, feverally, to confldet 
what our part has been in the difordere4 
fcene, now fet before us : what care we 
havetaken to check thofe Unruly paffions, 
which are fo aptf, by indulgence, to tyran- 
fiize over us ;. and,- if this care has bedfl 
lefs than! it ought to have been, what may 
b0 the coiifequence of our negleft. We 
fliould, in a word, take heed, how we blfe 
nffd devout one another ; not only, as the 

Apoftlcr , 
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Apoftle admoniflies, that we be not confumed 
one of another^ but left, in the end, we in* 
cur the chaftifement of that Law, we 
hav,e fo induftriottfly perverted, aad the 
ftilt fbrer chaftifement of that Relic ion, 
we have io imploufly abuied. 



^ER. 
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Preached April 29, 1770. 



I Tim. i. 5, 
The end of the Commandment is Charity^ out 
of a pure hearty and of a good confcience^ 
and of faith unfeigned. 

TH E Apoftle, in the preceding verfc, 
had warned Timothy againft giving 
heed to fables and endlefs genealogies : by 
Fables, meaning certain Jewifli fidions 
and traditions applied to the explication 
of theological queftidns, and not unlike 
the tales of the pagan mythologifts, con- 
trived by them to cover the monftrous 
ftories of their Gods ; and, by Genea- 
logies, the derivation of Angelic and 

Spiritual 
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Spiritual natures % according to a fantaftic 
fyftem, invented by the Oriental philofo* 
phers, and thence adopted by fome of the 
Grecian Sedls. Thefe fahles and genea^ 
logics (by which the Jewifti and Pagan 
converts to Chriftianity had much adul- 
terated the faith of the Gofpel) the Apoftle 
lets himfelf to expofe and reprobate, as 
producing nothing but curious and fruit- 
lefs difputations ; being indeed, as he calls 
them, endlefs^ or in^rminable *■ ; becaufe^ 
having no foundation in the. revealed word 
of God, they were drawn out, varied, and 
multiplied at pleafure by thofe, who de* 
lighted in fuch fanatical vlfipns. 

Then follows the text. — Tbe end of the 
Commandment, is Charity : out of a pure 
HEART : and of a ' good conscience ; 

and of FAITH UNFEIGNED A$ if thc 

Apoftle had faid, " I have cautioned you 
againft this pernicious folly: but, if ye 
muft needs deal in the way of Mythology 

^ Called Mones. SeeGrotius in loc. 

L mi 
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and Genealogy, I will tell you how ye 
may enoploy your ingenuity to n^ore ad- 
vantage. TakeChriftianCA^r//y, for your 
theme: my fhologize that capital Grzcc of 
your profeffion ; or, deduce the p^irenf age 
of it, according to the fteps, which I will 
point out to you. For it fpnngs imme- 
diately out of a pure heart ; which, itfelf, 
is derived from a good confclence ; as that, 
again, is the genuine offspring or enlanation 
of Jaith Unfeigned. In this way, ye may 
.gratify your mythologic or genealogical 
vein, innocently and ufefuUy ' ; for ye may. 
learn yourfelves, and teach others, how to 
acquire and perfect that character, which 
is the great objeft of your religion, and the 
end of the Contmandment.^'' 

Let us, then, if you pleafe, attend to 
this genealogical dedu6lion of the learned 
Apoftle ; and fee, if the defccnt of Chrif- 
tian charity be not truly and properly in- 
yeftigated by him. 

• Dat nobis et Paulus brevem ytvixXoylxv^ fed pcr- 
utilem. Grotius. 

I. Charity, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON VIII. 147 

I. Charity, fays he, is out of a pun 
heart : that is, it proceeds from a heart, 
/free from the habits of fin, and unpolluted 
iby corrupt affeftions. 

To fee with what propriety, the Apoftlc 
juakcs a pure heart the parent of charity, 
'We are to refleft, that this benevolent 
temper, which inclines us to wifh and do 
well to others, is the proper growth and 
produce, indeed, of the human mind, but 
of the human ^mind in its native and ori- 
.ginal integrity. To .provide effeftually 
;for the maintenance of the focial virtues, 
it hath pleafed God to implant in man, 
iXiQt only the power of reafon, which 
•enables him to iee the connexion between 
his own happinefs and that of others, but 
,jilfo certain inftin£ls and propenfities, 
which make \\\rxi feel it, and, without re- 
flexion, incline him to take part in foreign 
interefts. JFor^ among the other wonders 
of our make, this is one^ that we are fo 
formed as, whether we will or no, io re- 
joy ce with them that rejoyce^ and weep with 

L 2 them 
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them that weep \ But now this fy tnpa- 
thetic tendernefs, which nature hath put 
into our hearts for the concerns of each 
other, may be much impaired by habitual 
negleft, or felfifh gratifications. If, in- 
ftead of liften^ng to thofe calls of nature, 
which, on the entrance into life, are in- 
ceflantly, but gently, urging us to adts h 
of generofity, we turn a deaf ear to them, 
and, charmed by the fuggeftions of felf- 
love, yield up ourfelves to the dominion 
of the groffer appetite, it cannot be but 
that the love of others, however natural 
to us, muft decline, and become, at length, 
a feeble motive, to action ; or, which, 
amounts to the fame thing, be conftantly 
overpowered by the undue prevalence of 
other principks; Thus we may fee, how 
ambition, avarice, fenfuality, or any other 
of the more felfifli paffions, tends direftly, 
by indulgence, to obftrud the growth of 
charity ; and how favourable an uncorrupt 

* Rom. xii. 15. 

mind 
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mind is to the produdlion and maturity 
af this divine virtue. 

But, further, the impurities of the heart 
do not only hinder the exertions of bene^ 
n)olenvey they have even a v^^orfe efFefl, 
they caufe us to pervert and mifapply it. 
It is not, perhaps, fo eafy a matter, as 
fome imagine, to diveft ourfelves of all 
attachment to the inter eft of our fellow- 
creatures. But, by a long miHife of our 
faculties, we may come in time to mif- 
take the objefts of true intereft ; ai>d fo 
be carried, by the motives of benevolence 
rtfelf, to do irreparable mifchief to thofe, 
we would moft befriend and oblige. This 
fcems to be the cafe of thofe moft aban- 
doned of all ftnners, who tike pains to 
corrupt others, and not only do wicked 
things themfelves, but have pkqfure in thofe 
who do them *. All that can be faid for 
thefe unhappy viftims of their own lufts 
is, that l\\tiv perverted benevolence prompts 
them to encourage others in that courfe 

* Rom. i. 32^ 

h3 <^ 
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of life, from which, if it were rightljr 
exercifed, they would endeavour, with all 
their power, to divert them. 

Soneceflary it is, that charity fliould bq 
mt ^oi a pure heart ! it is polluted ia its^ 
very birth, unlefs it proceed from an ho- 
neft mind : it is fpurious and illegitimate, 
if it be not fo defcended. 

II. The next ftep in this linq of moral 
anceftry,, is a good conscience : which 
phrafe is not to be taken here in the ne- 
jgative fenfe, and as equivalent only to a 
pure heart 'y but as expreffing a further, a 
fojitive degree of goodnefs. For fo we 
find it explained elfewhere ; havings fays 
St. Peter, a good conscience, that where- 
asy they /peak evil ofyou^ as evil doers, 
they may be ajhamed thatfaljely accufe your 
GOOD conversation in Chriji Jefus : for 
it is better y if the will of God be fo^ that 
ye fuffer for well doing, than for evil 
doing "". Whence, by a goodconfcience, we 
jUTiB authorized to underfland a mind, con^ 

' I Peter iii. 16. 
1 ' . fcious 
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ffipus to it/elf of beneficent aSfions. And 
thus the Apoftle's intention will be, to 
ijifinuate to us, that,^ to be f>ee from, 
depraved affedliQns J we muft be actively vir- 
tuous ; and that we mull be zealous in good 
works, if we would attain to tbaf purity 
of heart, which is proper to beget the 
geOgine virtue of Chriftian charity. 

For, we may conceive of the matter, 
thus, A good confciencey or a mind enured 
to right aftion, is moft likely, and beft 
enabled, to fliake off all corrupt partiali- 
ties ; and, as being intent on the ftrenuous 
cxercife pf its duty, in particular inftances, 
tQ acquire, in the end, that tone pf virtue, 
which fljrengthens, at once, and refines 
the afiedions, till they expand themfelves 
into an univerfal good- will. Thus we fee 
that, withpqt this moral difci^line, we 
flipuld fcarce poflefs, or not long retain, a 
p^r^ heart ; and that the heart, jf pure^ 
would yet be inert and fluggifli, and unapt 
to entertain that prompt and ready benevo- 
lence, which true charity implies. 

L 4 So 
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So that an adlive pradical virtue, as 
ferving bpth to purify and invigorate the 
kind afFeftions, has defervedly a place given 
to it in this lineal defcent of Chriftian 
love. But 

HI. The Apoftle rifes higher yet in 
this genealogical fcale of charity, and 
acquaints us that a good confcience^ or a 
eourfe of active pofitive virtue, is not pro- 
perly and lawfully defcended, unlcfs it 
proceed from a faith unfeigned, that 
is, a fincere undiflembled belief of the 
Chriftian religion. 

And the reafon is plain. For there is 
po dependance on 'virtuous praftice, we 
cannot expeft that it fliould either be 
^eady, or lafting, unlefs the principle, 
from which it flows, be fomething no- 
bier and more efficacious, than confider- 
ations taken from the beauty, propriety, 
and ufefulnefs of virtue itfelf. Our adlive 
powers have need to be fuftained and 
ftrengthpned by energies of a higher kindt 
..|h?» thpfe which mere philofophy fup* 

plipSf 
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plies. We (hall neither be able to bear 
up againft the difficulties of a good life, 
nor to (land out againft the temptations^ 
which an evil world is always ready to 
thcow in our way, but by placing a firm 
truft on the promifes of God, and by keep- 
ing our minds fixed on the glorious hopes 
and affurances of the Gofpel. And ex-- 
perience may fatisfy us, that praiSical vir- 
tue has no {lability or confiftency, without 
thefe fupports, 

Befides, conddenng zgooJ confcience, or 
a moral praftical conduft, with an eye to 
its influence on a pure heart ^ till it ifliie in 
complete charity^ we cannot but fee how 
the Chriftian faith is calculated to diredl its 
progrefs, and fecure the great end propofed. 
For the whole fyftem of our divine reli- 
gion, which hath its foundation in grace ; 
its preceptSy which breathe nothing but love 
and amity ; its dodirinesj which only prefent 
to us, under different views, the tranfcen- 
dant goodnefs of God in the great work of 
redemption ; its hifiory^ which records the 

rooft 
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mod engaging inftances of a£l:iv« bene- 
volence ; all this cannot but exceedingly 
infpirit our afFedions, and carry them out 
in a vigdrous and uniform profecution of 
the fubordinate means^ which are to pro- 
duce that laft perfedlion of our nature, a 
pure and permanent love of mankind. 
For at every (lep v^e cannot but fee the 
end of the commandment^ fo perpetually 
held out to us, and derive a frefh induce- 
ment from faith J to accomplish and ob- 
tain it. 

Indeed, to produce this efFeft, Wivfaithy 
as the Apoftle adds, muft be unfeigned : 
that is, it muft be nouriflied and inti- 
mately rooted in the heart ; we muft not 
only yield a general affent to the facred 
truths of our religion, we muft embrace 
them with earneftnefs and zeal, we muft 
rely upon them with an unlhaken con- 
fidence and refolution. But all this will 
be no difficulty to thofe who derive their 
faith from its proper fource, that is, who 
l-n-dkc a dvligent ftudy of the holy fcrip- 

tures ; 
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tares ; where only we learn what the true 
faith (which will ever be moft friendly to 
virtue) is ; and whence we fhall beji derive 
thofe motives and confiderations, which 
are proper tt> excite and fortify this prin- 
ciple in us. 

And thus, that Charity, which a pure 
mind gives the liberty of exerting, and 
which a good confcience manifefts and at 
the fame rime improves, will, further, be 
fo fublimed and perfeded by the influence 
of ^Wmt faith y as will render it the fo- 
yereign guide of life, and the pride and 
ornament of humanity. 

'Or, to place the defcent of Charity, in 
its true and natural order, it muft fpring, 
firft, from an unfeigned faith in the Gofpel 
of Jefus: that faith muft then produce^ 
and fhew itfelf in, a good confcis^ce : and 
that confcience muft be thoroughly purged 
from all felfifh and diforderly affediions: 
whence, laftly, the celeftial offspring of 
Charity has its birth, and comes forth in 
&I1 the purity and integrity of its nature. 

From 
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From this lineage of Chriftian Cha- 
rity, thus deduced, many inftruftive lef- 
fons may be drawn. We may learn to 
diftinguifli the true and genuine, from pre- 
tended Charity: we have, hence, the 
fureft way ofdifcerning the fpirits of other 
men, and of trying our bwn : we may cor- 
re£t fome popular miftakes concerning the 
virtue of charity ; and (hall beft compre- 
hend the force and fignificancy of the 
feveral commendations, which the inspired 
writers, in many places, and in very ge- 
neral terms, beftow upon it. 

Let me conclude this difcourfe with an 
iuftance of fuch inftru£tion, refpe£ting each 
of thofe heads, which the order of the text 
hath afforded the opportunity of confid^ring. 

And, /iry?, from the neceflity of a piJ^Z 
HEART, we are inftrufted what to think 
of the benevolence of thofe men, who, 
though enflaved to their own felfifh paf- 
fions, are feldom the moft backward to 
rhake Irrge pretences to this virtue. But 
be their pretences what they will, we 

know 
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know with certainty, that, if the heart 
be impure, its charity muft be defedtive. 
It muft, ofcourfe, be weak and partial; 

confined in its views, and languid in its 
operations ; in a word, a faint and power- 
lefs quality, and not that generous, dif- 
fufive, univerfal prnciple, which alone 
dcferves the exalted name of Charity. 

We conclude, alfo, on the fame grounds, 
that the hatred of vice is no breach of 
Chriftian charity. This charity is re- 
quired to flow from a pure heart. But 
there is not in nature a ftronger antipathy, 
than between purity^ and impurity. So 
that we might as well exped light and 
darknefs, heat and cold to affociate, as 
fpotlefs virtue not to take offence at its 
oppofite, I know, indeed, that the hatred 
due to the vices of men, is too eafily 
transferred to their perfons. But that 
charity, which is lineally defcended from 
f^ith^ will fee to make a difference be- 
tween them; and, while it feels a quick 
refentment againft^;^, will conceive, nay 

will. 
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^11, by that very refentment, detnonftrate, 
•a tender concern for finrten^ for whom 
^Cbnftdied. 

. Secondly^ frcnUrthe rai:Jc, which a good 
•CONSCIENCE holdjs lu this family of lovq, 
-we are admonilhed ito a/void the juiftak-e 
^f thoJ[e, who ^re inchned to reft in na* 
gative virtue, as the end of the command'' 
tmnt^ aad who .account their charity full 
and ;coniplete> when it keeps them only 
from inteudmg,<or doing miichief to others. 
The .Apoftl?* /^^^ ^he contrary, gives us 
*Q underftand, thatits defcent.is irregular, 
;if it he npt allied to aftive pofitive virtue; 
'iuch as takes a rpleafure in kind offices, 
is zealous. to promote the welfare of others, 
and is fertile in good works. And this 
conclufion is the more neceflary to be in- 
forced upon us, fince, in a world like this, 
where vice is furc to be adlive enough, 
the interefts of fociety will not permit, 
that charity (hould be idle. 

.Laftly, from the lineal defcent of charitj 
ficom FAITH, we muft needs infer, that 

infidelity 
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infidelity is not a ^matter of that indiffer- 
ence to fbcial life, which many carelefs 
perfons fuppofe it to be. It is the glory 
of our faith, that it terminates in charity. 
Every article of our creed is a frefh in- 
citement to good works: in fo much that, 
he, who underftands his religion moft 
perfedly, and is mod firmly perfuaded of 
it, can fcarce fail of approving himfelf 
the beft man^ as well as the beft Chrijiian. 
And this, again, is a confideration, which 
(hould affeft all thofe, who profefs to have 
any concern for the interefts of fociety 
and moral virtue. 

Thus it appears, how inftrudlive the 
doftrine of the text is, and how ufefully, 
as well as elegantly, the Apoftle fets be- 
fore us, in this (hort genealogical table, 
the proper ancettry of charity : in which 
faiths as the ultimate progenitor, begets 
an aSfhe virtue \ and that, impregnating 
the heart with pure affections, produces 
at length this divine offspring of Chrijiian 
love. 

If 
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If we had found this mythological fi£lion 
in Xenophon or 'Plato, we (hould have 
much admired the in(tru£Hon conveyed 
ink. Let it not abate our reverence for 
this moral leflbn, that it comes from an 
Apoftle of Jefus, and, if not drefled out 
in the charms of human eloquence, has 
all the authority of truth and divine in- 
ipiration to recommend it to us. 



SER. 
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Preached Nov. 9, 1766. 



% 



Rom. xIL id. 
— In honour preferring one another. 

IT is much to the honour of the in* 
fpired writers, becaufe it (hews them 
to be no cnthufi^fts, that, with all their 
Zeal for the revealed dodrines of the GpC- 
pel, they never forget or overlook the com- 
mon duties of humanity ; thofe duties, 
which Reafbn itfelf, a prior Revelation, 
had made known to the wifer part of inan- 
kind, 
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Nay, which is more remarkable, they 
fometimes condefcend to enforce what are 
called the lejfer moralities^; that is, thofe 
inferiour duties, which, not being of ab- 
folute neceflity tq the fupport of human 
fdciety, are frequfenily overlooked A^y other 
moralifts, and yet, as contributing very 
much *to the- coqnfortable .enjoyment of it, 
are of real moment, and deferve a fuitable 
regard. — ,^ ^ _. . ,. _ 

The text is an inftance of this fort — in 
honour preferring^ one anotber-r-the nature, 
and GROUND, and right application, 
of which duty, it is niy prefent purpofe to 
explain. 

J. The general nature of this virtue 
confifts in a difpofition to ^xprefs our good- 
will to qthers by exteriour teft^moni^es of 
relpeft j to confult the credit and honour 
of thofe we conyerfe with, though at fome 
expence of our own vanity and felf-love. 

* Les petitis moraUs ; as the French moralifts call 

It 
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It implies a rcadiafcfs to prevent them in 
the cuftomar^ decencies of converfation ; 
a facility to give way to their reafonable 
pretentions, and even to abate fomething 
of our own juft rights. It requires us to 
fupprefs our petulant claims of fuperiority j 
to decline all frivolous contefts and petty 
rivalries ; to moderate our own demands 
of pre-eminence and priority; and, in a 
word, to pleafe others, rather than our«< 
felves. 

It is an eafy, focial, conciliating virtue j 
a virtue, made up of humility and bene-^ 
volence; the former f inclining us not to 
think more highly of ourfelves than we 
ought ; and the iatUr^ to give our Chriftian 
brother an innocent fatisfa&ion when we 
can. 

And our obligation to the pra£lice of 
this virtue is founded, 

IL On the cleiareft reafons, taken both 
from the nature of man^ and the genius of 
<ur holy Religion. 

"' ' Ui % And, 
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And^ fiRST, from the nature of man. 
Among the various principles, fomc of 
diem, in appearance, difcordant and con* 
tradiftory, which conftitute our common 
nature, one of the firft to take our attentioti 
is, *• A confcious fenfe of dignity ;" an 
opinion of felf-confequence, which mixes 
itfelf with ail our thoughts and delibera* 
tioiis; prompting us to entertain lofty 
lentiments of our bwn worth, and'afpir* 
ing tp fomething like fuperiority and do- 
minion 6vet other men. This principle, 
which appears very early, and is flrongcft 
in the mdre geAerous difpofitions, is highly 
neceflary to a being formed for virtuous 
action; aihd naturally leads to the exertion 
of foch qualities as are proper to benefit 
fociety, as well as to gain that afcendency 
ki it, to which we ptctend. It is the 
fpring, indeed, of every commendable 
enmlatioa ; puts in zGt all ou^ better 
and nobler faculties ; and gives nerves to 
that labour and induftry, by wl^qh ^every 
worthy accompliihment is attained. 

a But 
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But now this principle (fb .natural and 
iifeful)t when it is not checked byothers^v 
but is fufiered to take the lead «ind pre** 
dominate on all occafions, undiiciptined 
and uncontrolled, eafity grows into a very 
offenfive and hurtful quality: cffin/he^ be- 
caufe it is now exerted to the humiliation 
of every other, who is actuated by the 
fame principle; and burtfuU becaiife, in 
this undue degree, it countera6ks the very 
purpofe, the g6od of human fcciety^ ioi 
which it was de(igned« 

This quality we know by the name of 
Pride. The other moderate degree of 
felf^eAeem, which is allowable and vir- 
tuous, feems not (I fuppofe, from its rare 
appearance under that form) to have ac* 
quired in our language a diftind name. 

To Pride^ then, the pernicious and tod 
common ifiue of felf- love, it became ne- 
ceflary, that fbme other principle fliould 
be oppofed. And fuch a principle, as is 
proper to correft the malignity of pride, 
we find in that pkilatahroj^^ which, by 

M 3 an 
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an inftind of the fame .common nature^ 
diipofeth us to confult the happiaefsi and 
to conciliate to ourfelves the good^will and 
affedion, of mankind* This benevolent 
movemicnt of the mind i$, further, quick,* . 
ened by the mutual idtereft all men have 
in the exetcife of it* For Pride is dif» 
armed by fubmiflion; aqd^ by receding 
from our own pretenfipns, we take the 
moft likely way to ipoderate thofc of other 
men. Thus, the generous aSedions are 
kept in play ; reciprocal civilities ai:e main* 
tained ; and, by the habit of each prefer^ 
ring other ^ which prudence would, advife, 
if inftind did not inipire, the peace of 
fociety is preferved, its. joy encreafed, 
and even our vanity, fo far as it is a 
juft and natural afFedion, gratified and 
indulged* 

The reafon of the Apoftolic precept is, 
then, laid deep in the conftitution of hu- 
man nature; which is fo wonderfully 
formed, that its perfeSiion requires the re- 
conciliation of contrary qualities ; audits 

happinefs 
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happinefs refults from making benevolence 
itfelf fubfervient to felf-love. 

2. If, from^ the philofophic confideration 
of man, we turn to the gmius (jf the Gof-^ 
pel, we (hall there find this conclufion of 
mtural reafon ftrengthened and confirmed 
by evangelical motives. 

Benevolence, w^hich, in the Gofpel, takes 
the name of Charity^ hath a largel: range 
in. this new difpenfation, than in that of 
nature. The doftrine, and ftill more the 
example, of jefus, extends the duty of 
humility aiid felf-denial; requires us tO 
make ampler facrifices of felf-love, and to 
give higher demonftrations of good-will 
to others, than mere reafon could well de- 
mand or enforce. He, that was fo far 
from feeking his own, that he emptied him'- 
felf of all his glory ^ and ftooped froni heaven 
to earth, for the fake of man, hath a right 
to expedt, from his followers, a more than 
ordinary effort to conform to fo divine a 
precedent, a peculiar attention ta the mu- 
tual benefits and concerns of each other. 

M4 It 
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It is but little that we keep within fome 
decent bounds our alpiring tempers and 
inclinations : we are now to fulyeSi our- 
felves to our Chriftian brethren; to re- 
nounce even our innocent and lawful pre- 
tenfions; and to forego every natural grati-« 
fication, when the purpofes of Chriftian 
Charity call us to this arduous tafk. 

For the Gofpel, it is to be obferved, has 
taken us out of the loofe and general rela- 
tion of men, and has bound us together in 
the clofer and naore endearing tie of JBr^- 
ihren: it exalts the good-will, we were 
obliged to bear to the fpecies, into the af- 
feftion which confanguinity inlpires for 
the individuals of a private family. The 
Apoftle, therefore, in the words preceding 
the text, bids us— ^^ kindly affcSlioncd one 
to another with bsotherlv love— not, 
with the love^ that unites one man with 
another*, which is the higheft pretenfioa 
of m6re morality ; but with the love^ that 

knits 
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knits together natural brethren ^^ wluchis 
the proper boaft and character of evange- 
lical love. The words of the origiu^t 
have a peculiar energy*. They ex^fs 
that inftindive warmth of aflfeaibn;' which 
nature puts into our hearts for our neareft 
kindred, fuch as communicate with us by 
the participation of one common blood. 

So that the fame compliances, we fliould 
make with their inclinations, the fame pre- 
ference, we (hould give to their humour 
and intereft above our own, fliould now 
be extended and exercifed towards all 
Chriftians ; and that principle of an ardent 
afFeftion, by which we are led to make the 
mod chearful condefcenfions to our na* 
tural brother, fliould work in us the fame 
generous confideration of our j^/n/a^/ bro- 
ther, for whom Chriji died. 

Having explained the nature of this 
duty, and the grounds^ both in realbn 

! Tji »iX. «V «AAt *IA02TOPrOX. 

and 
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arid; r^ligiofti o& \lrhlch it tefts^ it x¥>yf 
remains^ , 

^ IIIt^To provide fpr t^e^RiQji^T Apyurj 
ijAT iQ N . pf it in praftice. Aad here, iii 
truth, the whole difficulty lies. 

It is J evident enough, I fuppofe, from 
what has been faid. That the moral and 
Chriftian duty of preferring one another in 
honour J refpc£ls only focial peace and eha- 
jrity, and terminates in the good and edifi- 
cation of our Chriftian brother. Its ufe 
is, to foften the minds of men, and (o dravv 
them from that fayage rufticity, whicji 
engenders many vices, and difcredits the 
virtues themfelves. But when nrien had 
experienced the benefit of this complying 
temper, and further faw the ends, not of 
charity only, but of self-interest, that 
might be anfwered by it ; they confidered 
no longer its juft purpofe and application, 
but ftretched it to that officious fedulity, 
and extreme fervility of adulation, which 

we 
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W€ too dflen obierve and * kment in po^ 
lifhed life. 

' Hence, that infinite atterition and con- 
fideration, which & fo rigidly exadied^ and 
fo duly paid. In the commerce cf^ the 
world: hence, that proftitution of raindi 
\vhich leaves a man no will, no fentiment, 
ho principle, no character ; all which dif^ 
appear under the uniform exhibition of 
gopd-manners : hence, thbfe infidious arts,- 
thofe ftudied difguifes, thofe obfequious 
flatteries, ns^, thofe^ affefted freedoms*, 
in a word, thofe multiplied and nicely- 
varied forms of infinuation ahd addr6fs; 
the direft airtr of which may Wta acquire 
the fame of politenefs and good-breeding, 
but the certain^efFcit, ta corrupt every vir- 
tue,^ to footh every vanity, and to inflame 
every vice, of the human heart. 

Theie fatal mifchiefa introduce them- 
felves under^the pretence and iemblance of 
,that humanity/^ which the text encourages 
and enjoins. Bat the genuine virtue is 

eafily 
5 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



172 S E R M O K IX. 

cafily diftiQguiihed. ffom the coutiUffeit^ 
and by the following plain figns. 

I. True poMT£K£S$ is modeft» un- 
pretending» and generous. It appears as 
little as may he; zxn^y when it doe§ a 
courtefy, would wil|ingly conceal it. It 
chufes filently to forego its own claimSt 
not officioufly to withdraw theipi. It en- 
gages a man to prefer bis neighbour to him^ 
felf^ becaufe he really efteems him ; be* 
caufe he is tender of his reputation ; be<^ 
caufe he thinks it more manly, more 
Chriftian, to defcend a Uttle himfelf, than 
to degrade another— It refpedsj, in a word» 
the credit and eJlimatioK of his neighip 
hour. 

The mimic of this amiable virtuet 
FALSE POLITENESS^ IS, on the Other 
hand, ambitious, fertile, timorous. It 
a£Fe£ts popularity; is foUicitous to pileafe, 
and to be taken notice q£ The man of 
this chara£br does not ofier^ but obtrtidOt 
Jiis civilities :.j^faiy2r he Would merit hy 
\:l^a this 
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this affidoity ; becaufe, in defpair of win- 
ning regard by any worthier qualities, he 
would be fure to make the mod of this ; 
and, laflly^ becaufe of all things he would 
dread, by the omiffion of any pundilious 
obfervance, to give o&nce.— In a word» 
this fort of politcnefs rcfpe£ks, for its im- 
mediate objed, the^wi^r and confiderathn 
of our neighbour. 
. 2. Again : the man^ who governs him* 
jfeif by thtfpirit of the Apoftle's preceptf 
exprefles his preference of another in fuch a 
Way as is worthy of himfclf : in all inno- 
cent compliances^ in all honeft civilities 
ia all decent and manly condefcenfions. 

. Oti the contrary, the man of the world, 
^who refts iri iAi^ later of this command, is 
r^^dlcfs of the means^ by Which he con- 
dufifcs himfelf. He refpefts neither his 
own dignity, hor that of humian nature, 
l^rutfi, 'feSfbtf, Virtr^e, ali 'are equally be- 
trayed bjr this fiipplfe impoftdr. ' He aflents 
tdthc erfors/fl^bugh the moft pernicioui; 

he 
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he applauds the follies^ though the mod: 
ridiculous ; he fooths the vices, though 
the moft flagrant, of other men. He 
never contradids, though in the fofteft 
form of infinuation ; he never difapproves^ 
though by a refpeftful filence ; he never 
condemns, though it be only by a good 
example. In fhort, he is follicitous for 
nothing, but by fome ftudicd devices to 
hide from others, and, if poffible, to pal- 
liate to himfclf, the grofiiiefs of his illiberal 
ddulation. 

3, Laftly, we may be fure, that the 
mltimate ends, for which thefe different 
olyiSs are purfued^ and by fo different 
meam^ muft alfo lie wide of each other. 

Accordingly^ the truly polite m^ 
would, by all proper teftimonies of refpeft, 
promote the credit and eftimation of his 
neighbour, hcaufe he fees, that, by this 
generous confideration of each othCT, the 
peace of the world is in a good degree 
preferved; becaufc he knows that thefe 

mutual 
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mutual attentipn? prevent ^nimofities^ 
foften the fiercenefs of raens manners, an4 
difpofe thqm to all the o^oes of bepevo- 
lence and charity ; becaufi^ in a word, the 
interdfts of fociety are bc:ft ferved by rthU 
conduQ^ ; add beesu^ he underflahde it t6 
be his duty, ta love kis neigiboui^'. 

The falfely politeii on tlie contrary/ are 
anxious, by all meftns whatever, to procure 
the favour and confidcration of thofe they 
coftverfe with', becaufe ilitj I'egard liltl* 
mately nothing more than their private 
intereft ; becaujh they perceive, that their 
own felfifh defigns are beft carVJed on by 
Yuch priftices : in" a word,' becaufe they 
kve ihemfehes. '^ ^^ "^'^ ' 

Thus we fee, the genuineVirtue confults 
the houaur q^ M\^x^]b^ yfwihj me^s, 
and for the nobleft purpofe ; the counter- 
feit, follicits their favour by diflioneft 
compliances, and for the bafeft end. 

By fuch evident marks are thefe two 
characters difiinguifhed from each other 1 

and 
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and fb impoffible it is^ without a wilful 
perverfion of our faculties, to miftake in 
the application of the Apoftle's precept ! 

It follows, you fee, from what has been 
faid, ^< that integrity of heart, as Solomon 
** long fince obferved, is the befl guide in 
** morals ^*' We may impofe upon others 
by a fliew of civility ; but the deception 
^oes no farther. We. cannot help know* 
iog, in our own cafe, if we be ingenuous^ 
when this virtue retains its nature, and 
when it degenerates into the vice that 
ufurps its name. To conclude, an honeit 
man runs no rifk in being polite. Let us 
only reJj^eSi ourfelves ; and we fhall rarely 
do amifs, when^ as the Apoftle advifes^ 
in honour we prefer one another. 

^ Tbi integrity $/ ibe upright /ball guiJc thm. Prov, 
Xh 3. 
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SERMON X. 

Preached May 6, 17 70. 



JdHN xiii, 8. 

^•^yejus nnfwered hlm^ if I wajh thee noty 
thou haft no part with me^ 

TO comprehend the full meaning of 
thefe words (which, as we fhall 
fee, aire of ho Imall importance) we muft 
t&refully attend to the circumflances of 
the hiftory, which gave occafion to them. 

The chapter begins thus— JVbw before 
the ftafi of the JPaJfover^ when Jefus knew 

IN that 
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that his hour was come^ that hejhould de* 
part out of this world to the Father^ having 
loved his owrij which were in the worlds he 
4oved them to the end. — 

We are prepared by thefe words to 
exped fomething, on the part of our 
Lqrd,^ very exprcfliveof hb Jove -for his 
Difciples. 

Thtfeafpnj too,, is critic^U, ^njl muft 
excite our attention : // was before thefeajl 
of the Pajover^ when Jjfus knew thath^L 
hour was come^ that he fhould depart out 
of this world to the Father \ in other words, 
juft before his crucifixion. 

There iSj indeed^ fome diflSculty^ \x\ 
fixing the precife time, when the tranf- 
adtion^ now^to be, rplated, hapjefled^J 
take no part in the difquifition, becajpfe 
it is not material to my purpofe,, an4 
would diyert me too much froqci it,. It is 
enough to fay, that it w?s, at mpft, , but 
tHe, evening before the, Pafchal fupjper 
was celebrated, and therefore Mt two.d^s 
Ibefore Jefus fufFered. 

The 
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■ The hlftory ^xocttd:^ — <i And /upper 
Being ended (or rather, as the text fhould 
have been tranflated, the time of /upper 
ielng come^) the Devil having now put it 
into the heart 0/ Judas I/cariot, Simon's fan, 
to betray him, Je/us knowing thai the Fa- 
iher had given att things it^to his hands, and 
ih'at he was come from God and went to 
God i he ri/eth /rom /upper, and laid ajide 
his garments, arid took a towel and girded 
himfelf After that, he pouretb water into 
a bafon, and began to ivafh the Di/cipies 
feet, and to wipe them with the towel where- 
with he was girded. 

Thus far all is clear. Jefus cdndefcend- 
ed to wajh the feet of his DifcipUs-, a ilii- 
niftry, very corrimon iiithe Eaft, and 
ufually performed by fervants, indifehirge 
of their duty totvara§ their mafters, or 
by infeYitfrs,^atleaft, in teftiriiony of re-' 
fpeettow&fds their fuperiors; as is' abun- 
dantly plain from many inftanccs. 

' Na This- 
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This then was one end of this wajhmg^ 
Gur Saviour meant it as a leflbn . of 
humility and condefcenfion to his Dif- 
ciples. But was it the only, or the chief 
end? that is the point, we are now to 
confider. 

Let it be remembered, then, that no- 
thing was more familiar with the Jews, 
than to convey an information to others, 
efpecially if that information was of 
importance, by natural, rather than 
artificial figns, I mean by deeds^ rather 
than words \ as every one knows, who 
has but dipped into the hiftory and 
writings of the Old and New Teftament. 
The tranfadlion before us, if underftood 
only as a leflbn of humility, is a lef- 
fon conveyed to the Difciples in this 
form". 

Now, this ivay of "^information by aBion 
was occafionally made to ferve two con- 
trary purpofes : either, to give more force 

^ See more on this fubje£l in the Discouuss on 
Chrijfi driving the merchants out of the tempk^ at the 
end of this volume, p, 249 & feqq. 

and 
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and etnphafis to an inftru£lion; or, to 
cloathe it with fome degree of obfcurity, 
or even ambiguity. For a^ionsj Ipeaking 
to the eye, when the purpofe of them is 
by any means clearly afcertained, con- 
vey the moft lively and expreffive in- 
formation : on the other hand, when it 
is not, they are fomewhat obfcure, one 
thing being to be collcfted by us from 
another ; or the information is even am- 
biguous, as the a£tion may fignify more 
things than one. 

Sometimes, the primary fenfe is de- 
clared, or ealily underftood ; while, yet, 
a fecondary fenfe, a lefs apparent one, but 
more ipomentous, is, alfo, intended. 

This, upon inquiry, may be the cafe 
before us. Chrift's wajhing the feet of his 
Difciples obvioufly conveys this inftruc- 
tion, which is aflerted, too, in exprefs 
words— that, as he^ their lord and maftery 
wafhed th^ir feet^ fo they ought alfo to wajb 
one another's feet \ But another^ and far 

» Ver. 14. 

N 3 mori^ 
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more importapt, inftrudlon may be .cpn-. 
veyed in this aftion, though it be not fo 
fully and explicitly declajred. It may^ I 
fay, be conveyed : from laying all qir'cum- 
ftances together, we (hall be able to forna 
a judgement, whether it were, indeed, 
in the Agent's intention to convey it. ' 

Firji^ as J faid, the narrative of this 
tranfadlion (which, take it as you will, 
was clearly defigned to be an information 
by aSlion) is prefaced in a very extraor- 
dinary manner. Jefus^ knowing that kis 
hour was come — knowing too thht the Fa^ 
ther had given all things into his hands ^ an^ 
that he was come from God^ and went to 
God, proceeded— to do what? Why, to 
give his difciples a leffon qf humility and 
charity, in wafliing their feet. The Lef-, 
fon, no doubt, was important; and be- 
coming the character of their divine, 
mafter. But does it rife up to thofe ideas 
of importance, which we are prepared to 
entertain of an a£lion, performed at fuch 
a time, and fo awfully introduced? His 

hour 
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hour was come — the Father had given all 
things into his hartds^'^he came from Godj 
and was now going to God. All this an-^ 
nounces fomething beyond and above a 
common Icfture of morality ; fomething, 
which might be a fuitable clofe to the in- 
llrudions of fuch a teacher. 

Let us fee, nesit^ how the aftioti is re- 
ceived. One of th6 difeiples, Peter^ fur- 
prized at his Lord's condefcenfioh, fays very 
naturally, Lordj dojl thou wajh my feet ? 
Jefus, to remove his fcruples, rdplies, 
What I do^ thou knoweft not notv, bat thou 
fhalt know hereafter. The words are 
ambiguous, and may mean^ *« Thou 
ihalt know, immediately^ from the expli- 
cation I am about to give of this ac- 
tion ;'' or, " thou flialt know hereafter^ 
in due time, and by other means/' what 
the purport of it is. Still Peter, not 
fatisfied with this anfwer, but confound- 
ed at the apparent indignity of Ch rift's 
condefcenfion, replies refolutely, Thdujfjalt 
never wajh my feeh This refiftince was' 
N 4 to 
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to be overcome, that the information^ 
whatever it was, might take place, by 
the performance of that which was tho 
vehicle of it. Jefus anfwers, therefore, 
more diredtly and folemnly, If I wash 

THEE NOT, THOU HAST NO PART WITH 

ME — ^Which words, whether underftood 
by Peter or not, were clearly feen to have 
Jbme meaning of the laft concern to him ; 
and, ftruck with this apprehenfion, he 
fubmits. 

But what \ taking theie oracular words, 
in the fenfe only in which Jefus thought 
fit to explain them, we hardly fee the 
force and propriety of them. For, had 
Peter no part with JefuSj that is, was he 
incapable of receiving any benefit from 
him, unlcfs he had this ceremony of 
waftiingji performed upon him, when that 
ccr?m,ony had no further ufe or mean-, 
ing, than to conyey a moral leflbn? If he 
had not learnt ibis leflbn from Chrift, 
he might have leaVnt many others: ov^ 
\i^ might have learnt this^ fome other 

way* 
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way: and taking it in either light, he 
might ftili be faid to have fomepart with 
Jefus, though he bad not been Vfftjbed 
by him. 

The true import, then, of thefe enigma- 
tic words, and of the whole tranfaftion 
which i? h^re recorded, begins to appear, 
&nd is further opened by the fequel o£ 
Peter's converfation [with Jefus. For, 
vnderftanding, that this ablution was, fomq 
way, fo neceflary to him, Peter fubjoins, 
Not my feet only^ but alfo my hands and 
my head. Jefus faith to him. He that 
is wajhedy needeth not^ fave to wajh his 
feet J and is clean every whit; and ye are 
clean^ but not all; for he knew who fhould 
f;etray him ; therefore faid he^ Ze ^re not 
fill flean^ 

\t w^s, we fee, the uncleannefs of fin, 
pr the filth of an evil confidence j which was 
to be taken away by this waihing. More 
than 9 fingle moral leifon, how excellent 
foever, was, therefore, couched in this afl: ; 
indeed, the ncceffity and efficacy of cer- 
I TAIN 
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TAIN MEANS, by which mankii>d w^r©,^ 
in ^eOi^jral, to be cleanfed from fin, was 
that wfhich was ukimately aiid mainly 
iignified by it. He that was thus wajbed^ 
^as clean eviry whiti and the information 
©f this bfittefit being the end of tlic wafti- 
ing, it was enough if that was conveyed 
by waihing any one part. 

You fee at length to what all this tends. 
Jefus, knowing the- lecrpt treachery of 
Judas^ andf by the divine Spirit which was 
iu hittij foreieeing the deftined efFedl of 
that treachery ; knowing, that he was 
now, forthwith, to fuffcr death ujpon the 
crofs, th? purpafe, for which he came 
from Grod, and for the execution of which 
he only waited before he retun^d to him ; 
confidering, withal, the immenfe benefit, 
which was to accrue to mankind from his 
voluntary devotion of himfelf to this 
deaths and that the eternal Father, for the 
iake of it» had given all things into hit 
h^fj^s^, Ifcad gi.ven him the power to redeem 
^11 the ipus of Adam from the vafl'alage of 

fm 
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fin and death, by virtue pf that blood 
which he was mw to pour out upon the 
crofs, as a prppitiation for them ; Jefus, I 
lay, forefeehig ^nd cQnfidering all this, 
chofe this critical feafon, whtnkh hour was 
naw come^ to figxiify by the ceremony of 
w^fliing his dilciples feet % the ;^ efficacy 
and value of his own precious blood, by 
which alone they, and all mankind, were 
to have all their lins purged and waflied 
away for ever. 

This was apparently the momentous in-^ 
ftru£lion, which it was our Lord's purpofc 
to convey in this tranfadlion. He would, 
Jirfij flieyvr that we \yere tQ be waflied in 
his blood; and then, fubordinately, that we 
were tp follow his examplp in a readinefs 
t9 dfi as be h^4 ^^^ \ ^hat is, not only to 

» If it be ^flced, why their/^^^f the anfwer is, that 
it yf^ f uftomary io th^ eaft for oflc to wa(h the feet 
of anptber. ^nd tWs praftice g^ve an eafy intro- 
dudtion to ^he prefen^ enigmatical wafting; which 
was equally expr^flSve of the information defigned, 
when performed op (hif |>art 9( (he body, as oa 
any other. 

nsajh 
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vsajh each other, but, emblematically ftill, 
to lay down our lives and pour out our 
blood, if need be, for the fake of the bre- 
thren. All circumftances concur to affure 
us, that fuch was the real fecret intent of 
this myfterious wafliing; and thus, at 
length, we underftand the full purport 
of thofe words — If I nvajh thee not, thou 

kqfi no part mth me ^^ 

If 

^ Grotius faw the ncceffity of looking beyond the 
literal meaning of thofe words-— JjT / wajh thee not. 
^^ Mos Chrifti, fays he, eft a rebut, quae adfpiciuntur, 
ad fenfum fublimiorem afcendere." His comment 
then followi^. ** Nift te laveroj id eft, nifi et fertnom 
^ fpir'i^u eluero quod in te reftat minus puri,*' &c. 
Confidering how near Jefus was to his crucifixion, 
when he faid this, one a little wonders how the great 
commentator, when he was to affign the myfticai fenfe 
of thefe words, fhould overlook that which lay 
before him. Surely his glofs fhould have been, 
Nifi fanguine meo te elueroj &c.— Let me juft add, 
that the force of thefe words, as addrefled to Peter^ 
will be perfe£lly underftood, if we refted): that he, 
who faid to Jefus — Thou Jhalt never waJh my feet^^ 
faid on a former occafion to him, when he fpoke, 
without a figure, of his death (though not, then, 
under the idea of a propitiatory facrifice, or ablution] 
-^Be it far from thee, Lordi this Jhalt not be unto thee^ 

Matu 
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If it be ftill faid, that Jefiis explains his 
own purpofe differently, it is enough to 
reply, that thefe emblematic anions were 
generally fignificative of more things, 
than one ; and that the manner of Jefus 
was, on other occafions, to enforce that 
inftruftion, which was not the primary 
one in his intention*^ : the reafon of which 
condu£l was founded in this rule, fb con- 
ftantly obferved by him, of conveying in- 
formation to his difciples, only, as they 
were able to bear it ^. In a word, he gave 
them many inftrudions, and this^ among 
the reft, darkly and imperfedlly, becaufe 
they could not then bear a ftronger light ; 
but yet with fuch clearnefs as might, af* 
terwards, let thena into his purpofe; 

Matt. xvi. 22. So little did Peter fee the necef- 
fity of being wajhed by the blood of Chrift ! And 
fo important was the information now given him 
in this mjfiical wafhing*— *^ / wafi thee notj, thou bajl 
no part with me. , 

« A remarkable inftance will be given, in the pif- 
courfe referred to above, at the clofe of this volume* 

f Mark iv. 33. John xvi. la. 

leaving 
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leaving it to the Holy Ghdft (wlirtTe pe- 
culiar proviuce it,was) to iUuiimiatc their 
minds, in dqe tinst^i to revealall that had 
been obfcurely intinqiated; and" todjpen the 
full meaning^of his difcoUrfes and aftions-, 
as well as to inng^ tbem all to tbtir remicm^ 
brance\ 

From this memorable part af the Grof- 
pel-hiftory, thus opened and explained, 
we may draw forae important conclu** 
lions. 

I. First, we learn, if the comment 
here given be a juft one, That the blood of 
Chriji (fo an Apoftle has exprefled him- 
felf) cleanfeth us from all Jin ^: I mean, 
that the death of Chrift was a true, pro- 
per, and real: propitiation for our fins ; and 
not a mere figure, or tropical form of 
Ipeechi as too many, wlio call'themTelves 
Chriftians, conceive of it. For the per- 
tinence and propcriety ofthe reprefcntative 
aftion, performed by our Lord, is founded 

« John xiv. 26.* 
^ I John I. 7. 

in 
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in this fappofitiott, *< That (Jhe blobd of 
Chrift was naceflary. to oar puxification^ 
and that, but fiw xxat bmng^ wq/bed m his 
hlood^j, we fhould be yet in our finB.** 
Jefus- himfelf> ia explaining: this^. tfanf-* 
adlion, fo far as he thought fit t<> explaaa 
it, confines us to this idea.« For in thia 
fenfe, only,i is it true— /i^j/ w^,., wha arc 
wajhed^, are clean every, whii^^andy thac 
unle/s we are wajhed by^.Chriji^. we bave^ 
no part with him. 

Such, then, is the. information givenus 

in this ceremony of wajhing the difciplei 

feet ;. and not in this, only. . For, befide$ 

the prefent emblematic aft, performed by 

our Lord,, for. the fpecial benefit of his 

difciples, the two Sacraments,, it vis. to 

be obferved, were purpofeJy inftituted, for 

the general^ irfe of his church', to hold 

forth to us an image of his efficadious bhod^ 

poured out for us : the facrament^ of 

Baptism, by the reference it had (like 

this- aa)' to the typical wajbings'oi the 

• Rev. i. 5. 

} . Law; 
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Law; and the facrament of the LoRb^S 
SUPPER, as referring, in like manner, to 
the typical facrifaes of that difpenfationj 
Of fuch moment, in the view of out 
Lord himfelf. Was this dodtrine of pro-^ 
pitiation I And fo careful, ot ratheif anxious^ 
was he, that this confolatory idea of 
redemption through bis blood** (fuggefled 
id fo many ways, and in fo ftriking 
a mann«r^) fhould be always prefent 
to us I 

Nor were his Apoftles (let me, further^ 
remark) lefs intent in profecuting this 
delign. For they infift every-where> 
and with a lingular emphafis — that 
Chriji^ cur paffover^ is facrificed for us'^^^ 
and that we are washed, and fanSlified^ 
and faved^ by the fprinlding of the blood 
of JefusK 

^ Eph. i. 7. Coloff. i. 14. 

* I Cor. V. 7. 

^ I Pet. J. 12. 1 Cor# vi» 1 1. and elfewli^re, pajjtiti^ 

Go 
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Go now, then, and fay, ' that the blood 
of Chrift is only a metaphor, and means 
no more in the mouth of a Chriftian, than 
it might be fuppofed to do in that of an 
honeft heathen, who (hould fay, That he 
had been faved^ or benefited in a moral 
way, by the bloody ihat is, the exemplary 
death, of Socriates !— When we fpeak 
of its wajhing away fin, it is true, we 
ufe the term, wajhing^ metaphorically 
(for fin is not literally waflied) : but the 
fcriptures are unintelligible, and language 
itfelf has no meaning, if the blood of the 
lambjlatn had not a true, difeft, and pro- 
per tlEcapy (confidered in thq literal fenfe 
of blood) in freeing us from the guilt of 
fin, or, in other words, from the punijlo'^ 
ment of it, 

2. A SECOND conelufion may be drawn, 
more particularly, from the words of th? 
textf-r-j^ I wajh thee not^ thou hajl no part 
tpoitb me. For, if thefe words mean^ a^ 
I have endeavoured to (hpw, and as, \ 
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think, they mqft mean, that we are re? 
ideem^d only by the Hood of Chrifi: ; and 
if^ f s ithe context feems to fpeak, it is ia 
pur power to forfeit this {>enefit, by re^ 
fufiog to be nvq/bed by his bJpod^ that is, 
to accept the deliverance, offered to us, 
through fyith in his blood ^: it follows, 
that there i? fomething very alarming in 
the con4itipp <?f thofe perfons, who hold 
out ag^iqft all the calls of Grace, and 
pbftinatply perfift ia a ftate of infidelity, 
In vain hav? they recourfe to natural re^ 
ligion, or to any other fuppofed means of 
purification and lalvatioop In vain da 
they truft eyentp the moral part of the 
Gofpel, while they rejp^, or diibelieve 
the reft. They muft be waihed by Chrifi^ 
if they defire to have any part mtb 
himi they m4ft pUce their entire hope 
an4 confidence in the blood of the cq- 
venant, who would (hare in the bleffing§ 

pf it* 

Nay, 
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Nay,, more than this ; the Redeemer is 
Mrag^d by thU refufal td cortiply with 
Ihc gracious terto$ of his falyatioh. And, 
though fome may tnake flight of having 
popart with Chrijij it may concern them 
jto reflea, what it Is to have a portion ipitb 
mhlievers ". 

3. LA$tLY, ati4 above all, 1 conclude^ 
that they^ who are wajhed^ and, in con? 
fequeiice of that waflling, trjuft to have 
p part with Chrijlj as they can never 
he Enough thankful for the ineflimable 
benefit, thpy have received, fo they 
jCaii tieyer be enough careful to retain, 
^nd to iinprove it. If we, who have 
once embraced the fa^th, revolt from 
it ; or, while we make a ihew of pro- 
feffing the faith, pollute ourfelves again 
with thofe fins, from wThich wig have 
been cleanfed ; nay, if we dp not ft rive 
to purify our hearts and minds ftill 
fxiore and piore by the continual ^effir 

J^ Luke xii. ;^^, 
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cacy of a lively faith in Jefus ; if, in any 
of thefe ways, we be in the number 
of thofe, who draw back unto perdition^ 
what further facrifice remains for us, 
or what hope have we in that, which 
has been already offered ? 

Judas himfelf, be it remembered, was 
wajhed Among the other Difciples; yet 
he was not cleans for all that, nor had 
ht any part with Jefus, What can this 
mean, but that fomething is to be done, 
on our part, when the Redeemer has done 
his? and that the permanent efFed of this 
wajhingy as to any particular perfon, de- 
pends on his care to keep thofe robes 
wbitey which have been wajhed in the 
blood of the lamb "" ? 

The account, and the conclufion, of 

the whole matter, is plainly xhis-^If we 

fay that we have fellowfhip with him^ and 

Vjdk in darknefsj we lie^ and do not thf 

* Rey, vii. 14. 

truth; 
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truth : but J if we walk in the lights as he 
is in the lights then have we fellowjhip 
with him^ and his blood cleamseth us 

FROM ALL SIN ^ 

• X John ¥!• 7. 



O3 SER- 
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Preached June 20, 1773^ 

r ■ i -• ^ ^— — I 

Mark ix. 49. 

For every one Jhall be falted with fire^ and 
every facrtfice Jhall be falted with fait. 

TH I S is generally efteemed one of 
the moft difficult paffages in the 
four Gofpels. I confefs, I take no plea- 
fure in cotnmenting on fuch pafl'ages, 
efpecially in this place ; becaufe the com- 
ment only ferves, for the moft part, td 
gratify a learntd curiofity, and is, other- 
wife, of fmall ufe. 

But, when a difficult text of Scripture 

can be explained, and the fenfe, arifing 

2 out 
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6ut of thtf ex^lanatbn, fs ecfifying ancf 
important, then it falls properly withiA 
K5Ur proviacef to exert our b6ft painS 
"iipon it. 

This I take to be the cafe df the dif- 
ficu-lty beforfe us, Which therefore t fliall 
beg leave to make the fubjeft of the pre- 
ient difcourfe. 

There are two very different intei^pfe- 
tations, of whicli' the Words are capable: 
and they fhall both of them be laid be- 
fore you, that ye may adopt either, as 
ye think fit; or even reject them both^ 
if ye do not find them fuflSciently fup« 
ported. 

To enable you to go along with me iil' 
what follows, aini to judge of either in- 
terpretation^ whether it be reafonable or 
not, it is ncceflary to call your attention* 
to the preceding verfes^ of this chapter, to 
which the text refers, and by which it is 
introduced. 

Our blefled Lord (for the words, I am 

about to explain, are Jbisj had been dif- 

O 4 courfing 
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courfing to his Difciples on offences^ oi 
Jcandah ; that is, fuch inftances of ill-con-^ 
dud, fuch indulgences of any favourite 
and vicious inclination, as tended to ob- 
ftruft the progrefs of the Gofpel, and 
were hkely to prevent either themfelveSj 
or others, from embracing, or holding faft, 
the faith. Such offences, it was forefeen^ 
would come : hut woe to that man (as we 
read in the parallel paflage of St. Mat- 
thew's Gofpel) by whom the offence com-- 
eth^. 

And, to give the greater cffeft to this 
falutary denunciation, our Saviour pro- 
ceeds, in figurative, indeed, but very in- 
telligible terms, to enforce the neceffity of 
being on our guard againfl: fuch offences^ 
what pain foever it might coft us to fub* 
due thofe paffions, from which they were 
ready to fpring. No virtue of felf-denial 
was too great to be attempted in fuch a 
caufe. A hand^ zfoot^ an eye^ were to be 
cut offy or plucked out ; that is, inclinations, 
p Mattt xviiirf 7. 

as 
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fls neceflary and as dear to us, as thofe 
ftiembers of the body, were to be fup- 
prefled or rejefted by us, rather than the 
woe^ denounced againft the indulgence of 
them, be ihcurred. This woe is, that 
the offenders (hould be caft into hell-fire, 
where their worm dteth not, and the ^re 
is not quenched: and it is fubjoined three 
times y in the fame awful words, to fo 
many inftances of fuppofed criminal in- 
dulgence, in the cafe alledged ; or rather, 
to one and the fame fpecies of ill-condu£t, 
differently modified, and, to make the 
greater impreffion upon us, reprefented 
under three diflindt images. Aftef the 
lafl repetition of it, the text immediately 
follows — 'for every one JJoall be falted with 
fire^ and every facrifiee fhall he falted with 

L Now, taken in this connexion, the 
words may clearly, and, according to our 
ideas of interpretation, moft naturally do^ 
admit this fenfe ; that the offenders, fpoken 
of, (hall be preferved entire to fufFer the 

punifh* 
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^niihiiient tbreatened^ though it might 
feem that they would^ in no long, time, h6 
totally deftroyed by it: as if our Locd 
bad exprefled himfelf thus-=-" I have re- 
peated this woe three times, to fhcw yott 
the degree and duration of it, as well aa 
the certainty of its execution : the warm 
Jhall not die^ that is, the fenfe of fufFering 
Ihair continue, even in circumftances, 
which rhay feem proper and likely to put 
an end to it : for fuch, as are worthy to 
be caft into this fire, fliall hcfalted, or pre- 
ierved from wafting (fait being the known 
emblem of incorrupt ion^ and thence of per^ 
petuity) by the very fire itfelf. And [yorf 
may eafily conceive how this fliall be^ 
for'\ every facrifice^ the flefli of every 
animal to be offered up to God in your 
Jewilh facHfices, is kept found and fit for 
ufe by being (as the Law directs in that 
cafe) failed with fait. Juft fb, the fre 
itfelf fliall ad on thefe vidims of the 
divine jufticc: like falt^ fprinkled on 
your legal vidtims^ it fliall preferve thefe 

offenders 
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bffenders entire, and in a perpetual capa- 
fcity of fubfifting to that ufe, to which 
they are deftined." 

Now, if fuch be thefenfe of the wordsj 

they contain the fulleft and moft decifive 

proof of that tremendous dbftrine, thii 

leternity of future punijhments^ which is any 

where to be niet with in Scf iptuf c. For 

the words, being given ad a reafon and ex- 

planatidn of the do£l:rine, are not fufcepti- 

l)le of any vague interpretation, like the 

tvor^, eternal^ or everlajlingj iri which It 

is ufually cxprefied ; but rtiufl neceffarily 

be undeirftood, as implying and affirming 

the literal truth of the thing, for which 

they would account. And, this being fup* 

pofed, you fee the ufe, the unfpeakabic 

importance, of this text, as addreffed td 

all believers in Jefus. But, 

U.. There is another lenfe, of which the 
tejit is capable: and, if you think it ntot 
allowable to deduce a conclufion of fuch 
dreadful import from words of an ambigut- 
ous fignification, you will incline perhaps 

(as 
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(as it is natural for us to do) to this more 
favourable interj)retation^ which I am 
going to propofe. 

I obferved, that the text, as read in con- 
ne<9:ion with the preceding verfc, is mod: 
naturally, according to our ideas of inter- 
pretation, to be underftood, as I have al- 
ready explained it. But, what is the moft 
natural^ according to our modern rules and 
principles of conftruftion, is not always 
the trucy fenfe of paflages in antient ori- 
ental writers (who did not afFeSt our ac* 
curacy of connexion), and particularly in 
the writers of the New Teftament. 

To give a remarkable inftance in a dif- 
courfeof our Lord himfelf. He had pre- 
fcribed to his difciples that form of prayer, 
which we know by the name of the Lord^s 
prayer^ confifting of feveral articles; the 
laft of which \^—for thine is the kingdom^ 
and the power and the glory Jhr ever"^. 
Now, to this concluding fcntence of his 
prayer he immediately fubjoins thcfe 

« Matt, y'u 

worda 
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words — FOR if we forgive men their tref^ 
pajfes^ your heavenly Father will alfo forgive 
you. But, from the illative particle, for^ 
according to our notions of exaft con^po- 
fition, was to be expected a reafon, or 
illu ft ration, of the immediately foregoing 
claufe, the doxology^ which fhuts up this 
prayer : whereas, the words, which thac 
particle introduces, have refpeft to another 
and remote claufe in the fame prayer, 
.namely, forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors % and exprefs the ground and 
reafon, only, of that petition. 

In like manner, the illation expreffed in 

the text— FOR every one Jhall be faked with 

fire, and every facrifice fhall be faked with 

falt—vmy not be intended to refpeft the 

preceding words — where the worm dieth 

not^ and the fire is not quenched- — but feme- 

thing elfe, which had been advanced in 

our Lord's difcourfe, though at fome dif- 

tance from the text ; and poffibly, the ge- 

neral fcope oxfubjea of it. Confider, then, 

' Ver. 1%, 

what 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



;to6 SERMON XI. 

fvhat that fubjed is. It is neceflary, o\iif 
Lord tells his difciples, for fuch as would 
efcape the woe^^^ threatened, and approve 
themfelves faithful followers of him, tQ 
fubdue or renounce their moft favourite in*: 
pjiijations, by which they might be, at any 
time, tempted to offend^ though the paiij 
of this felf-denial (hould be ever fo grievous 
to them. 

To reconcile their minds to this harlh 
jJoflrine, he may then be fuppofed to re^ 
fume that topic, and to jujlify th^ advice, 
which, with fo much apparent feverity, 
he had given them. And then we may 
conceive him to fpeak to this effeft : 

<« I have faid, you muft not regard the 
^neafinefsj which the conduct, I require of 
you, will probably occafion. For every 
one, that is, every true Chriftian, every one^ 
that is confecrated to my fervlce, and 
Vvould efcape the punifhment hy Jire^ ix\ 
|the world to come jjhall be fahed with fre^ 
in the prefent world ; that is, Ihall be 
^f ie^ wij:h fufferiftgs pf one kind or pther^ 
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gan only expe^ to be continued in a found 
and uncorrupt ftate, by afflidiions ; which 
muft fearch, cleanfe, and purify your lives 
Snd minds, juft as Jire does thofe bodies^ 
which it refines, by cpnfuming all the 
drofs and refufe, contained in them. The 
procefs may be violent, but the end is mpft 
defireable and even neceffary. And, thaj 
if is fo, ye may difcern from the wifdoi^ 
pf your own Law, which requires thaf 
fvery facrificet fit to be offered up to God 
in the temple-fervice, Jball be faked with 
Jalt ; th^t is, preferved from putrefadion, 
^nd even all approaches to it, by the ap- 
plication of that ufeful, though corroding 
fubftance. Now, tht Jir^ of afflidlion (hall 
be to your moral natures, what fait is tq 
fhe animal. \% m^j agitate and tprment 
your minds, but It (hall eat all the princi? 
pies of corruption out of them, and fo 
fceep them clean and untainted; as n 
fit, confidering the heavenly ufe that i^ 
to be made of them, it being your duty 
^nd ^yen interefl: to prefent them, as a 

f^^crifice 
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facrijke acceptable arid welUpkafing to 

In this way, you fee, the text is rea(bn-t 
ably explained of moral difcipline in this 
world, not of future puntfhment. What 
may be thought to occafion fome little dif^ 
ficulty, or, at leaft, particularity, in the 
mode of writing, is, that one metaphor 
feems here employed to explain another^ 
But we ihould rather conceive of the two 
metaphors, as employed, jointly and feve- 
rally, to exprefs this moral fentiment— 
* That affliaion contributes to preferve 
and improve our virtue/ The allufioi) 
to the efFe£ts oi fait was exceedingly ob- 
vious and natural in the mouth of a Jew, 
addreffing himfelf to Jews'. Not but it 
was common eijough, too, in Gentile wri-^^ 
ters". And the other allufion to the ef-^ 
fefts of^r^ (though the twp figures are iii 
a manner run together by fpeaking of the 
fuhjeSl^ to which they are applied, z% failed 

• PhiK iv, i8. 

» See Whitby in loc. 

» Spc paffagcs cited )by Dr. Hammond. 

with 
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with fire). This allufion, I fay, tofire^ is 
juftified by the familiar ufe of it, in the 
facred writings. For thus we are told, 
that fire muji try every man's work * — that 
our faith is tried j as gold by fire^ — that a 
fiery trial mufi try ttj<=— that, as gold is 
tried in the fir e:, fo are acceptable men in the 
furnace of adverfity^ — and in other in- 
flances. 

Of both thefe natural images, it may be 
affirmed, that they are not unufually ap- 
plied to moral fubjeds : and, if we thus 
apply them in the text, the ufe to ourfelves,. 
according to this interpretation, is con- 
fiderable and even important; no lefs, 
than the feeing enforced, in the moft lively 
manner, and by our Saviour himfelf, this 
great moral and evangelical leflbn — that 
the virtue of a good mind muft be main- 
tained at whatever expence of trouble andfelf 
denial — and for this plain reafon, becaufe, 



• I Cor, iii, 13, 
^ I Pet. i. 7. 

* I Pet. iv. 12. 
^ Ecclcf. ii. 5. 



though 
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though no cbajiening for the prefeni feem tor 
he joyous J but grievous \ neverthelefs^ afier^ 
ward^ it yieldeth the peaceable frmit of righte-' 
oufnefs unto tbem^ which are exercifed tbere^ 
iy\ 

And> that fuch is probably the true 
^nfe of the text, we have been confider- 
ing, may further be concluded from the 
light it throws oh the following and laft 
verfe of this chapter; the meaning of 
which will now be very plain and con- 
fequential, as may be (hewn in few words. 

For, having fpoken of Chriftian difd^ 
^//W under the name Cfi falt^ which pre-- 
ferves what it fearches, our Lord very na* 
turally takes advantage of this idea, and 
transfers the appellation to ChriJUan faitty 
which was neceflary to fupport his fol- 
lowers under that difcipline, and has thia 
property, in common with /?//, that it 
gives foundnefs and incorruption To the 
fubjedb on which it operates. Saltj fays 
he, is good: butj if fait have loji its fait-' 

f Hcb. xii. I. 

nefs^ 
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nefsj wherewith will ye feafon it? That 
19, faith in me (for hy faltj you eafily per- 
teive, I now mean tliat faith, which is 
your true feafoning^ and can alone main- 
tain your firmnefs and integrity under all 
trials ; this faith, I fay) is a falutary prin- 
ciple : but take notice^ if you fuffer that 
principle, fo a6tive and efficacious, to 
decay and lofe its virtue, there are no 
infeans left to fetrieve it. Like fait , grown 
itifipid^ it can never recover its former 
quality, hilt is for ever worthlefs and 
lifelefs^ Therefore, adds he, take care 
to have, that is, retain, this fait, this good 
feafoning of your Ghriftiin principles, in 
yourfelves; which will preferve you in-«^ 
corrupt, 2lS indi'viduats : and, ^sfalt, from 
its neceffary ufe at the table, is further 
an emblem of union and friendfhip^ give 
proof of thefe principles in your inter- 
courfe with all Chriftians^ fb as to keep 
peace one with another ; for, by this fea-- 

* Ueb. vi; 4, ^ 6. 

P 2 foning 
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foning of peace, ye will beft preferve your- 

felves entire, as a body of men ^ or fociety «. 

We fee, then, that underftanding this 

jire^ with which every one pall be falted^ 
of the fire of affliSiwn only, which, like 
fait, is to try and preferve the moral in- 
tegrity of all believers, and not of the 

frcy which dieth notj and, according to 
the former interpretation, was to preferve 
offenders in a perpetual capacity of en- 
during future puhifhment; underftand- 
ing, I fay, this metaphor in the former 
fenfe, we have an eafy, elegant, and ex- 

2 The difficulty in the two concluding verfes of 
this chapter, arifes from a vivacity of imagination in 
the purfuit and application of metaphors ; a faculty, in 
which the orientals excelled, and delighted. They 
pafs faddenly from one idea to another, nearly, and 
fometimes, remotely, allied to it. They relinquife 
the primary fenfe, for another fuggefted by it; and 
without giving any notice, as ^we (hould do, of their 
intention. 1 hcfe numerous refeaed lights^ as we may 
call them, eagerly catched at by the mind in its train 
of thinking, perplex the attention of a modern reader, 
and muft be carefully feparated by him, if he would 
fee the whole fcope and purpofe of many paffages in 
the facred writings. 

tremely 
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I tremely ufeful fenfe in the words of the 
text ; a fenfe, which perfeftly agrees with 
what precedes the text, and illuftrates 
what follows it: whereas, in the other 
way of .explaining thefe words, it will 
be difficult to (hew their coherence with 
the fubfequent verfe, though they admit 
an application to the foregoing. 

On the whole, I leave it to yourfelves 
to judge, which of the two interpreta- 
tions, now propofed to you, is the proper 
one. I know of no other, that fo well 
deferves your notice, as thefe two: and, 
if either oi them be admiffible, we have 
gained the fatisfaftion of underftanding a 
very obfcure paflage of holy Scripture. 
But we have gained more, than this: 
for, whichever we prefer, a momentous 
inference may be drawn from it. Either, 
we muft refolve to ftick clofe to our 
Christian faith and principles, as 
the only means of preferving our inte- 
grity, and making us fit for the favour 

P 3 of 
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of God, to whatever trials of any kind 
they may expofe us: or, wc fhall have 
to reflcft, what suffering, terrible be- 
yond imagination, is referved for ob- 
ftinately impenitent and incorrigible fiih- 
ners. 



SER. 
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Gal. vi. 3. 

If a man think himfelf to be Jhrnething^ when 
he is nothings he deceiveth himfelf. 

TH I S is one of thofe many paflages 
in the facred writings, in which the 
fimplicity of the expreffion is "apt to make 
us overlook the profound fenfe contained 
under iu Who doubts, it may be faid, 
the truth of fo general an axiom, as this ? 
and what inforipation, worth treafuring 
up in the memory, is conveyed by it ? 

In anfwer to fuch queftions, as thefe, 
it may be obferved, That the 4nfpired wri- 
ters are not Angular in this praftice; the 
P 4 moral 
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moral wifdom of all nations, and, in par- 
ticular, that of the antient Pagan fage? 
(whom thefe objeftors, no doubt, reverence) 
being ufually conveyed in fuch large and 
general aphorifms : and, further, that many 
good reafons may be given for this mode of 
inftruftion. 

First, the necejjity of the things in times, 
when men have not been accaftomed to 
refine on moral fubjefts : it is alfo necejfary 
in another fenfe, in order to convey the 
jrules of life in fome reafonable compafsp 
Good fenfe in moral matters is but the 
experience of obferving men, the refult of 
which muft be given in compendious par- 
cels or coUeflions ; otherwife the memory 
is loaded too much ; befides that neither 
the kifure, nor the talents of thofe, for 
whom thefe Icflbns are defigned, will ferve 
for nicer difquifitions. 

Secondly, if this mode of teaching were 
not neceflary, it would ftill be preferable 
to any other for its own proper dignity. 
A philolopher in the fchools, or a divine 

in 
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in his clofet, may deduce the l^ws of mo- 
rality with a minute exaftnef^. But the 
authority of an Apoftle difdaihs this care, 
and awakens the oonfciences of men by 
fome general precept, by fome large and 
comprebenfive obfervation. It becomes the 
majefty of his charafter to deliver the prin- 
ciples of right conduft in few and ^weighty 
words: his precepts are haws i and his 
obfervations, Oracles: it is for others to 
fpeculate upon them with curiofity, and 
draw them out into fyftems. 

Thirdly, fometimes the very addrels 
of a writer leads him to generalize his 
obfervations. It is, when a more direft 
and pointed manner would prefs too clofely 
on the mind, and, by making the applica- 
tion neceflary, indifpofe us to convidion ; 
whereas, when a reproof prefents itfelf in 
this form, lefs offence is likely to be given 
by it, the application being left, in a good 
degree, to ourfelves. 

This laft, we (hall find, was the cafe of 
jSt. Paul in the text ; in whofe behalf, 

there- 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



ai8 SERMON XII. 

therefore, we need not, in the prefent in- 
fiance, plead the ntcejjity^ the convenience^ 
or the dignity of this method of inftruftion ; 
though thefe reafons, we fee, might, on 
Other occafions, be very juftly alledged. 

For, to come now to the aphorifin in 
the text-^^ a man think himfelf to befome, 
things %vhen he is nothings he deceivetb bim^ 
Je^-^-^ trivial as this general truth may 
appear at firft fight, we (hall perceive, by 
turning to the context, that the infpired 
writer applies it with infinite addrefs tq 
mortify the pride of fome perfons, againft 
whom the tenour of his difcourfe is there 
direfted. For certain falfe teachers, it 
feems, bad very early crept into the 
churches of Galatia^ who arrogated a 
fupcrior wifdom to themfelves, and, 
on the credit of this claim, prefumed to 
impofe the ydce of Jewifli ordinances on 
the Gentile converts : in dired oppofition 
to the injundions of the Apoftle, who had 
lately planted thofe churches ; and in ma- 
nifeft violation of Chriftian charity, which 
7 forbad 
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forbad thofe grievous burthens to be laid 
on the cohfciences of believers. 

One natural feature in the charafter of 
thefe vain-glorious boafters, was the con- 
tempt with which they treated the more 
infirm Chridians, and the little confidera- 
tion they had for fuch of their brethren, 
as happened to be overtaken with any fault. 
This proud, unchriftian temper he there^ 
fore takes upon him to (;oTrt&.— Brethren^ 
fays he, if any man be overtaken with a 
faulty you^ that are fpiritualj refiore fucb a 
one in tbejpirit of weeknefs^ confdering thy-- 
felf^ left thou alfo he tempted : Bear ye one 
another" s, burdens^ and fo fullfil the law of 
Qhrijl. And then follows the obfervatioa 
of the text— ;/ir, if a man think himfelf to 
hefomethingy when he is nothings he deceivetb 
himfelf: leaving the conceited Doftors and 
their admirers to apply thefe general 
words, as they faw fit ; but clearly enough 
pointing to fome perfons among thenii^ 
who took themfelves to befomething^ and yet 
miferably deceived themfelves^ in that, in* 

deed. 
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deed, they were nothing. In what refpefis 
their conduft fhewed them to be fo, he 
leaves to their own fagacity, quickened 
by the poignancy of this covert reproof, to 
find out. 

Such is the Apoftle's addrefs in this di- 
vine admonition ; and fuch the force (the 
greater, for the addrefs) of the reprehenfion 
conveyed in it ! 

But, now, wrhat thofe respects are, in 
which thefe fufficient men fhewed them- 
k\\ts to be nothings though St. Paul thought 
it not fit to fpecify them to the Galatians^ 
it may be ufeful to us^ as it certainly is left 
free for us, to inquire. 

First, then, their very Conceit was a 
certain argument of their Folly. For, 
what furer indication of a weak and (hal- 
low man, than his pronenefs to think 
highly of himfelf! Wife men underfl:and 
themfelves at another rate. They are too 
confcious of their own infirmities ; they 
know their judgment to be too fallible, 
their apprehenfion too flow, their know- 
ledge 
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ledge too fcanty, their wills too feeble 
and their paffions too ftrong, to give way 
to this infolent exultation of heart, to in- 
dulge in this conceit of their own im- 
portance, and much lefs to form injuri- 
ous comparifons between themfelves and 
others. They underftand, that the only 
quefiion is concerning the different degrees 
of weaknefs and imperfeSiion ; and that, 
where the beft come far fhort of what 
they (hould be, all pretence of boafting is 
cut off. 

Secondly, thefe fuperior airs of im- 
portance were unfuitable to the nature of 
their religion, and (hewed how little pro- 
ficiency they had made in it; because, 
as Chrijiians^ whatever light and knowledge 
they laid claim to, they muft needs con- 
fefs was not their own, but derived to 
them from above. All, thefe fpiritual mtn 
could pretend to know of divine things, 
had been freely and folely revealed to them 
by the Spirit of God ; a diftinftion, which 
ought indeed to fill their hearts with grati- 
tude. 
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tude^ but could be no proper foundation of 
their pridfe or vain-glory. For, as tht 
Apoftle himfelf argues in another place^ 
Who maketb thee to differ from another ? 
And what' hajl thou^ which thoudidji not re* 
ceive ? Now^ if thou didft receive ity why doji 
thou glory ^ as if tboU hadjl not received it • f 

Whatever temptation, tbereforej therd 
itiight be to a poor vain heathen to pride 
himfelf in his pittance of knowledge or 
virtue J a Christian (hould, by the very 
jprinciples of his religion, be more modeft^ 
and afcribe his proficiency in either, not to 
himfelf, but to the indulgent favour and 
good pleafure of God. 

Thirdly, thefe boafters betrayed theni- 
felves by the fruits^ which this felf-im- 
jDortance produced, namely, their contemp- 
tuous and unfeeling treatment of their 
brethren under any inftanee of their weafc- 
nefs and frailty. Such behaviour was 
doubly ridiculous : frflj as it implied an- 
jgporanee of their own infirmity, and lia^^ 

* I Cor. iv^ 7. 

bleneis 
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blenefs to tempts ion ; an^, then^ as it ar- 
gued a total waiit of Charity^ the moft 
cflcntial part of their religion, without 
which a man u natbing^ whatever gifts and 
graces of other kinds he may poffefs ^. 

Fourthly, whatever merit a man may 
poffefs, this fond complacency of mind 
can hardly fail to deprive him of it. For 
this concek of hi^ own fufficiency puta 
him off his guard, and makes him more 
liable to fall into any mifconduSi, when, 
apprehending no danger to himfelf, he em^ 
ploys no care ; juft as nothing is more fatal 
to an army, than a confidence in its own 
ftrength, inducing a negle^ of that watch- 
fulnefs and difcipline, by which alone its 
fccurity can be maintained. 

This fufficiency alfo leads to ignorance^ 

as well as mifconduft, by cutting off all 

hopes of further improvement. For he;, 

that is proud of his own knowledge, is not 

anxious to extend it ; and, indeed, does not 

eafily apprehend there is much room or 

occalion for his fo doing. Now, from the 

^ I Cor. %nu 

moment 
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moment a man Hands ftill, and interrupts 
his intelleftual, as well as moral courfe, by 
the known conftitution of things, he necef- 
larily goes backward ; and, for his juft 
punifliment, relapfes faft into that igno- 
rance, in a freedom from which he had be- 
fore placed his confidence and triumph. 

Lajllyy this prefumptuous conceit is 
belyedm the event, I mean in the opinion 
of thofe very perfons, to whom the vain 
man would willingly recommend himfelf. 
For the natural effeft of fuch prefumption 
is, to excite the contempt of the wife, and 
the envy of the reft. Men of difcernment 
eafily penetrate the delufion, and, know- 
ing how little reafon there is for any man 
to pride himfelf in his knowledge- or virtue, 
are provoked to entertain an oftentatious 
difplay of thofe qualities with that ridicule, 
it fo well deferves : while the weaker fort 
always take themfelves to be infulted by 
fuperior accomplifliments ; and rarely wait 
the juft provocation of vain-glory to malign 
and envy thofe, to whom they belong. 

But 
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But the misfortune does not ftop here. 
Contempt and Envy are aftive and vigilant 
paffions ; they are quick at efpying a 
weaknefs, and fpare no pains to expofe 
it : and where can this mercilefs inqui-* 
iition end, but in the proud man's morti- 
fication to fee his beft faculties flighted, or 
traduced, and all his imperfedions laid bare 
and expofed ? So good reafon had the 
Apoftle to warn the Galatian teachers 
againft vain-glory^ in the clofe of the pre- 
ceding chapter — Let us^ fays he, not be 
vain-glorious^ provoking one another^ . envy^^ 
ing one another \ an exhortation which the 
vain-glorious among them fliould have 
liftened to, even for their own fakes* 

We fee, then, that, in thefe fever al 
refpe6is^ a man, who takes himfelf to be 
fomething, in effed proves himfelf to be no-* 
thing. So full of inflru^lion is the plain 
unpretending aphorifm in the text to the 
perfons concerned ! 

The Apoflle adds — that fuch a man 

DECEivETH HIMSELF— ^which liiufl: iieeds 

Q be, 
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be, and cannot want to be enlarged upon j 
fince it appears in the very inftances, in 
which his notbingnejs has been (hewn. The 
vain-glorious Chriflian is manifeftly and 
notorioufly deceived in thinking himfelf 
Jomething — while that very conceit (hews 
the contrary— while it (hews that he over- 
looks the very principles of his religion — 
while it proves him to be void of Cbriftian 
charity, the very end of the command- 
ment — while it betrays him into ignorance 
and folly, and therefore tends to fubvert 
the very foundation, on which his 'vain^ 
glory h raifed — while, laftly, in the event, 
it deprives him of that very confideratlon 
to which he afpires. 

Such are the mifchiefs of Self-conceit I 
a vice, which Reafon univerfally con- 
demns, but which cur Chriftian profeflion 
renders . moft contemptible and ridiculous. 
Even, in the purfuits of human Science^ 
where Reafon can do moll, all the efforts 
of the ableft underftanding penetrate but a 
little way. We know enough of th^ 

nature 
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nature of things^ to ferve the purpofes of 
common life ; and enough of the nature of 
many to difcover our duty towards each 
other. And within this narrow circle all 
our knowledge, be we as proud of it as we 
pleafe, is confined. Clouds and darknefs 
cover the reft ; and this the ableft men of 
all times have feen and confefled. If there 
be a man, whom Heaven has formed with 
greater powers and ftronger faculties than 
are commonly met with in the fpecies, he 
is the frjl to difcover, and to lament, his 
own blindnefs and weaknefs : a Socrates 
and a Pafcal have been confidered as pro- 
digies of parts and ingenuity; yet, while 
the meaneft Sophifter is puffed up with the 
conceit of his own knowledge, thefe divine 
men confefs nothing fo readily as their own 
ignorance. 

And, if this be the cafe of human learn- 
ing, what muft we think of divine ? where 
Reafon teaches nothing, beyond the exif- 
tence and attributes of God, and, as to 
every thing elfe, without the aid of Reve-- 
Q 2 lation^ 
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laiioriy is ftark-blirid. The things of God 

knoweth no man hut the Spirit of God — is 

an aflertion, to which common fenfe and 

common experience muft aflent. Yet 

fiiall every idle Speculatift, who has but 

the confidence to call himfelf a Philofo* 

pher, treat the divine word^ as freely as 

any ordinary fubjeft ; and pronounce as 

peremptorily of the revealed will of Godj 

which the Angels themfelves adore in 

filence, as if he knew for certain that his 

poor and fcanty imderftanding was com- 

menfurate with the councils of the mojl 

High I 

To thefe profeflbrs of Science, whether 

human or divine, who know fo little of 

themfelves as to prefume they know every 

thing, may the Apoftle's aphorifm be moft 

fitly addreffcd-^i/^ a man think himfelf to be 

fomething^ when he is nothings he deceivetb 

himfelf \ — and, through all the fimplicity 

of the expreflSon, the good fcnfe of the 

obfervation muft be felt by the proudeft 

underftanding. 

Not, 
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Not, that the proper remedy for this 
evil, of Self-conceit^ is a vile fubjeftion of 
the underftanding, which our holy Religion 
difdains, and to which none but flayes will 
fubmit — nor yet Scepticifm, another vice, 
to which the lefs fanguine difputers of 
this world are much addided — but a mo- 
deft ufe of the faculties we poffefs, and 
above all, charity. It is but another 
fpecies of pride, to pretend that we know 
nothing ; Chri/iian humility is beft exprefled 
in referring, what we know, to the good 
of others. Without this reference, all our 
claims of fuperior wifdom are vain and 
delufive : for it is with knowledge, as with 
faith, unlefs it work by charity^ it is 
nothing. 

To return to the text, then, and to con- 
clude. 

Let the ignominy of this Self-delufton 
deter us, if nothing elfe can, from the 
unfeemly arrogance, it fo well expofes and 
condemns. And let us learn to revere the 
wifdom of the great Apoftle, who, by 
Q 3 couching 
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couching fo momentous an admonition in 
fo plain terms, has taught us, That, as 
conceit and vain-glory terminate in (hame 
and difappointment ; fo the modefty of 
unpretending knowledge may be eptitle4 
to our higheft efteem. 



SERp 
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2 Cor. X. ,12. 

We dare not make ourfehes of the numbery 
or compare ourf elves ^ with fome that com-- 
mend themfetves : But they^ meafurlng 
themfelves by themfehes^ and comparing 
thmfehes among themfelves^ are not wife. 

IS H A L L not inquire, who the perfons 
were, to whom thefe words are ap- 
plied. It is enough, for the ufe I intend 
to make of them, to obferve, that they 
contain a cenfure oi fome perfons, '^ who, 
" confcious of certain advantages, and too 
" much taken up in the contemplation of 
*• them, came to think better of them- 
Q 4 ** felves. 
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*' felves, and, confequently, worfe of 
** others, than they had reafon to do j 
^* demonftrating, by this their partiality 
(as the Apoftle gently remonftfates\ ** that 
*^ they were not wife^^ 

But this cenfure admits a more extenlive 
application. Meafuring them/elves by themr 
felvesy and comparing themf elves among 
tbemfehes^ whole nations, and even ages, 
as well as individuals, are, ibmetimes, mif- 
le4 in the eftimate they make of their own 
worth ', and never more eafily, or remark- 
ably, than >yhen tlje objeft of their partial 
fondnefs is their proficiency in knowledge^ 
and, above all, in religious knowledge : for 
nothing flatters the pride of human nature 
fo much, 9S an idea of fuperiority in the 
exerclfe of its l?ejl faculties^ pn the nohl^ 
Jubjedis. 

It would be eafy to illuftrate this obfer- 
yation by many examplies, that have oc- 
curred in the hiilory of mankind. But 
ONE, only, will fufficiently eniploy your 
thoughts at this time; and that one (to 

make 
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njake it tbe more interefting and ufeful) 
jhall be taken from ourselves. 

The improvements, that have been made, 
for two or three centuries paft, in almoft 
every art and fcience, feem to authorize 
the prefent age to think with fome refpeft, 
of itfelf. It accordingly exults in the idea 
of its own wifdom : and this country^ 
in particular, which has contributed its 
full (hare to thofe improvements, may 
well be thought as forward, as any other, 
to pay itfelf this tribute of felf-efteem. 
It would not be ftrange, if it appeared, on 
inquiry, That fome prefumption had, in 
either cafe, been indulged ; and had even 
operated, according to the nature of pre- 
fumption, to the prejudice of that claim, , 
which, with fo much confidence, has been 
fet up. But I have now in view, only, 
one effedl of this prefumption ; I mean, the 
complacency which many take in fup- 
pofing, That the prefent age excels equally 
in facredj and Jecular learning ; and, with " 
regard to ourfelves, That our theological 

know- 
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knowledge as much furpafles that of our 
fore-fathers at the Reformation, as their 
knowledge did, the thick and grofs igno-^ 
ranee of the monkifli ages. 

It concerns us, for more reafons than 
one, not to miftake in this matter. The 
direft way to decide upon it, would, no 
doubt, be. To compare the beft modern 
writers, with the ableft of thofe among 
the Reformers, on the fubjeft of religion. 
But, till ye have the leifure or curiofity to 
make this comparifon for yourfelves, ye 
will pay fome regard, it may be, to the 
following confiderations ; which, at leaft, 
I think, make it queftionable, whether our 
claims, in particular (for the inquiry 
(hall, for the prefent, be confined to them), 
whether, I fay, our pretenfions to reli* 
gious knowledge have not been carried 
too far. And, 

I. One is tempted to afk, whether it be 
credible, that we of this age fhould have 
much advantage over our Reformers, in 
rcfpecl of religious knowledge, when both 

had 
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had an opportunity of deriving it from the 
fame fource? You will apprehend the 
meaning of this queftion, if you reflefl:, 
that our Reformers had not their religious 
lyftem to fetch out of the dark rolls of 
ancient tradition, and much lefs to create, 
or fafliion for themfelves, out of their own 
proper ftock of ingenuity and invention* 
Had fuch been their unhappy circum- 
ftances, there would be reafon enough to 
prefume that their fyftem was defeftive. 
For the firft attempts towards perfeftion 
in any art, or fcience, will not bear a com- 
parifon with thofe happier and more fuc- 
cefsful efforts, which a length of time and 
continued application enable men to make. 
But the cafe of thofe good men, we know, 
was wholly different. They had only to 
copy, or, rather, to infpeft, a confummate 
model, made to their hands ; I mean, the 
facred fcrlptures^ which lay open to them, 
as they do to us; and, being taken by 
them, as we underftand they were, for their 
Jole rule of faith, what ihould hinder them, 

when 
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when they read thofe fcriptures, from fee- 
ing as diftinftly, as we do at this day, 
what the Gofpel-terms of falvation arc, 
and what the erudition of a Cbrijlian man 
fliould be ? 

Did the primitive Chriftians, a plain 
people, and taken, for the moft part, from 
the loweft ranks of life, did tbey under- 
ftand their religion, when it was propofed 
to them, fo as to have no doubt concern- 
ing its great and leading principles 5 nay, 
fo as to be the ftandard of orthodoxy to all 
fucceeding ages of the Church ? and (hall 
we think that the ableft doftors at the 
Reformation, when they had once turned 
themfelves to the ftudy of the facred vo- 
lumes, could be at a lofs about the con- 
tents of them ? 

** Yes, it will, perhaps, be faid ; the 
primitive Chriftians had the advantage of 
reading the Scriptures in the languages 
in which they were compofed, or of hear- 
ing them explained, at leaft, by learned 
and well-inftruded teachers : whereas, at 

the 
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the Reformatiotit thofe languages were 
underftood by few, or none ; and confe- 
quently, in thofe days, there could be no 
perfons fufficicntly Ikilled in the facred 
fcriptures to afcertain their true meaning/' 

But to this charge of ignorance you will 
eafily reply, by alking, 

2. In the next place, whether it can 
confift with a inown faSi^ namely. That 
the revival of letters had preceded the 
Reformation every-where, efpecially in 
England; and that the excellent perfons, 
who took the lead in that work, were, ' 
all of them, competently, and, fome 
of them, deeply, fkilled in the learned 
languages ? 

Indeed, in the nature of the things it is 
fcarce poffible, that the Reformers fliould 
be fo little verfed, as the objeftion fuppofes, 
in the original fcriptures. For, whether 
the new learnings as it was called, had, or 
had not, been cultivated, before the Re- 
formation began, we may be fure it would 
then be cultivated with the utmoft afli- 

duity ; 
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duity ; both, becaufe it was a new learrt-* 
ing, that is, becaufe the charms of no- 
velty would naturally engage many in the 
ftudy of it; and, becaufe no ftep could 
be taken in the Reformation, without fome 
proficiency in that learning. Now, if 
you confider, of what the human mind is 
capable, when pufhed on by two fuch 
aftive principles, as learned curiofityy and 
religious zeaU you will conclude with your- 
felves, even without recurring to pofitive 
teftimony, that the Reformers muft needs 
have made an acquaintance with the au- 
thentic text : fuch an acquaintance, as 
would let them into a clear apprehenfion, 
at leaft, of thofe dodrines, which are the 
elementary i as we may fay, or neceflary in- 
gredients in the conftitution of a truly 
Chriftian Church. 

If you hefitate about coming to this 
conclufion, the reafon, I fuppofe, is, that 
you confider the Reformers as jult then 
emerging from the darknefs of Popery, 
and therefore fo far blinded by the pre- 
judices 
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judices of that church % or by their own * 
prejudices againft it, as not to fee dif- 
tinftly, and at once, the true fenfe of 
fcripture, though they might be compe- 
tently Ikilled in the learned languages* 
And, poffibly, there is fome truth, as well 
as plaufibility, in this fuggeftion, as ap- 
plied to the cafe of the foreign Proteftant 
Churches, which were formed wiih too 
much hafte, and in a time of too much 
heat, to be quite free from all fuch ex- 
ceptions. But, then, you will call to mind, 
3. Thirdly^ that the Reformation was not 
carried on with us in a precipitate tumul- 
tuary manner, as it was, for the inoft part, 
on the continent. On the other hand, , it 
advanced, under the eye of the magifirate, 
by flow degrees ; nay, it was, more than 
once, checked and kept back by him. 
Hence it came to pafs, that there was time 
allowed for takini^ the full benefit of all 



•t» 



* As in the cafe of the real prefince In the facrament 
of the altar, 

^ As in the cafe oi good vjorks^ 

difcove- 
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difcoveries, made abroad ; for ftudying tbtf 
chief points of eontroverfy, with care ; 
and for getting rid of fiteh mi (lakes, as 
might arife fpoai a hafty or paffionafe in- 
terpretation of holy Scripture. In (hort, 
you will refleft, that, between the firft 
contentions in Germany, on the account 
of Religion, and the final eftabliflliment of 
it in the Church of Eiigland, under .Eliza- 
beth, there was the fpace of near half a 
century : a fpace, fufEcient, you will think 
(efpecially, if the aftivity of thofe times 
be confidered) to admit all the improve- 
ments of learnings that were neceflary to 
thofe who had the charge of conducting 
the Reformation ; and all the deliberate dr* 
cumfpeStioriy with which it was fit that io 
great a work fliould be finally completed* 

If it be faid, '' that the Rtfo;'mers are 
convided of ignorance in one important 
part of fcriptujral knowledge, that of 
Tiolerationy and that therefore, poffibly, they 
have erred in others ;" I reply, that this 
fubjeft had never been underliood, from 

the 
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tl^efirft eftablifliment of Chriftianity dowA' 
to the aera of the Reformation ; and that ' 
the miftakes about it had, chieflyy arifen, 
not from a want of feeing what the 
fcriptures had revealed, but of knowing: 
how to reconcile the New Teft&ment to 
the Old. If we are, now, able to dp tWs, . 
it is welL In the mean ticpe,, let it be 
acknpwleged^ that no [pjcculiar cb^rgp of.' 
ignorance can be brought againft. the Re- 
formers for mifapprehending a fubjeft^ not 
only difficult, in itfelf, but perplexed with 
endkfe prejudices, and i^t yet, as appears^! 
quite difent^ngled of them. After all, this^'. 
do£b:ine of intcderance,; though it unhappily ' 
affefted t^9 perfonal condu£l d/ otir Refor*-. 
mers, has no place in the Liturgy and 
Articles of our Church. 

Still,; perhaps, the main point, on which 
this qjieflSoii, concerning the comparative 
IkiU of the two- periods, in matters of re- 
ligion, tarns, is yet untouched ; which is, 
that the amazing progrefs, confeffedly made, 
fince the aera of the Reformation, in all 

R true 
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true FbUoJixpbyy muft have contributed very 
laa^ly to the increafe of religious know- 
ledge ; and that fo much light of fcience, 
as we now enjoy, muft have ferved to give 
us a clearer infight, than our benighted 
ancefiors had> into thie revealed dodlrihes di 
Cbriftianity. 

But to thiis fo flattering, and, at foft 
vkw, not improfeaWe, aflumptioii, it may 
be ifcpli(4d, 

4. In the laft place. That jhe doftrinfes 
in queftion, being purely Cbrijiian^ th'at is, 
fuch as it pleafed God to reveal to Alan- 
kind concerning his eternal purpofe m 
Chrift Jefus, that the doftriiies, 1 fay, 
having this original, and being of this na- 
ture, have, poffibly, ho totnmunicatiort 
with the difcoveries of later tithes : that, 
of the. divine councils, oh fuch a fubjeft, 
we could have known nothings if the Re- 
velation had been filent ; and that all we 
i/i9 know, when it fpeaks clearef):, is only 
what thofe councils are, not on what 
grounds of reafon they ftand ; whether it 

be. 
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be, that fuch knowledge is unattainable by 
our fectilties, or that it was feen to be 
improper for our Situation : that, to fay the 
kaft, all the efforts of the ableft men to 
cXplaih the peculiar fundamental doftrines 
df ouir religion, 6n the principles of our 
philofophy, have not hitherto been fo fuc- 
cefsfut, as to make it certain that thefe 
doftrines are indeed cognifable by human 
rtkfon : that poflibly, therefore, thofe doc- 
trines are the objefts of faiths fimply , atid 
not of knowledge ; iri other words, that 
they are no clearer to us at this day, than 
they were to thofe plainer men^ who lived 
in the fixteeiith century ^* 

And 

<^ An ingenious writer, who appears not to have 
been hackneyed in the ways of controverfy^ and is^ 
therefore, the more likely to fee the truth, in any 
plain queftion of religion, as well as to declare it, ex- 
prefles himfelf, fully, to the fame efFe<a-^ ** It is very 
Weakly urged that religion ihould keep pace with 
feience in improvement j and that a fubfcription to 
articles muft always impede its progrefs : for nothing 
can be more abfurd than the idea of a progreffive re- 
ligion ; which, being founded upon the declared, not 
the im^giried will of God, muft, if it attempt to pro- 
ceed, relinquiih that Revelation which is its baiis, and 
R a fo 
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And now, if we recoUeft the fubftancc 
of what has been faid — That our Re- 
formers had only to confult the Scriptures 
for a juft idea of the Chriftian Religion— 
that they were likely enough to underjiand 
thofe Scriptures, being invited, or rather 
impelled, to the ftudy of them, by the moft 
aftive principles of human nature — that 
they could not but underftand thofe Scrip- 
tures in all the more important points of 
doftrine,. which they had fo much time and 
occafion to confider, and which there 
wanted no more than a common fkill in 
the language of fcripture to underftand — 
and that, laftly, they could not have un- 

fo ceafe to be a religion founded upon God's word. 
God has revealed himfelf ; and all that he has fpoken, 
and confequently all that is demanded of us to accede 
to, is declared in one book, from which nothing is to 
be retrenched, and to which nothing can be added. 
All that it contains, was as perfpicuous' to thofe who 
firft perufcd it, after the rejeftion of the papal yoke, 
as it can be to us now, or as it can be to our pofterity 
in the fiftieth generation." See J Scriptural 
Confutation of Mr. Lindfefs Apology. Lond. 1 7 74. 
p. 220. 

derflood 
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derftood thofe points better^ than they did, 
even with all our real or fancied llcill in 
philofophy, becaufe, in truth, philofophy 
is not applicable to thofe points, being 
matters of pure Revelation, and not fuf- 
ceptible of any additional clearnefs from 
the exertion of our beft- faculties, however 
improved;— If thefe things, I fay, are put 
together, we (hall conceive it poffible for 
our Reformers to have acquired fuch a 
knowledge, at leaft, of their religion, as not 
to deferve that utter contempt, with which, 
on a comparifon with ourfelves, they are, 
fometimes, treated. 

But a fingle fact will, perhaps, fpeak 
inore conviftion to you, than all thefe 
general prefumptive reafonings. When 
the queftlon is, therefore, concerning the 
degree of religious knowledge, which fuch 
men as Cranmer and Ridley poflbfTed, let 
it be remembered, •« That Erafmus (who 
lived and died before the Englift Reforma- 
tion had made any confiderable progrefs, 
and the benefit of all whofe light and 

^ 3 know- 
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knowledge thoft Reformers, therefore, ha4) 
that this learned jqian, I fay, ha4> in thol5 
days, explained himfclf as reafonably, or^ 
almoft every great topic of revealed j-eli-^ 
gion, as any writer has fince done, or i^ 
now able to do/' 

This/a^, however, does not imply, that 
the age of the Reformation was equally 
enlightened with the prefent ; or that tho 
clearer light, we enjoy, is of no fervice 
to religion, Our improved Crjticisnji 
has been of ufe in afcertaining the autlip-* 
rity, and, fometimes, in clearing the 
fmaller difficulties, of the facred textj 
gnd our improved Philosophy has en- 
abled many great men to fet the evidences 
of revealed religion, in a jufter and ftrongcr 
light: but, with the do^rines themfelves, 
our improvements, of whatever kind, have 
no concern. Be our proficiency in humari 
fcience what it may, thofe dodrines are 
^t fame ftill. Reafon, under any degree 
of cultivation, may, if we pleafe to ipif* 
ijpply it, perpltx and corriipt opr faith ; 
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but will never be able to fee to the bottom 
of thofe judgments^ which are unfearchabkj 
nor to clear up thofe ways^ which are pafi 
finding out ^. 

To conclude: I am not, now, making 
the panegyric of thofe venerable men, to 
whom we are indebted for our religious 
eflablifliment. They were our inferiors, 
if you will, in many refpefts. But, if, 
meafuring ourfehes by ourfehes^ and com'- 
paring ourfehes among ourfeheSj we over- 
look their real abilities and qualifications ; 
if we pronounce them ignorant of good let^ 
ters^ becaufe they lived in an age, which 
we have learned to call barbarous ; and 
ignorant of the Cbrijiian religion^ becaufe 
they were not pradifed in our philofophy ; 
we, probably, do them great injuftice, and 
take, it may be, not the beft method of 
doing honour to ourselves. 

^ Rom. xi. 33. 
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DISCOURSE* 



O N 



Christ's driving the buyers and 
sellers out of the temple. 

I PROPOSE, in this difcourfe, to take 
into confideration a very remarkable 
part of the Gofpel-hiftory ; in which Jefus 
is fuppofed to have exercife^ an aft of 
authority on fome perfons, wl^om the Jews 
permitted to carry on a certain traffic within 
the walls of the Temple. 

I (hall, f IRST, recite the feveral accounts, 
\yhich the facred hiftorians have given of 
this tranfadion; and (hall, then, hazard 

* The fubftance of this Difcourfe was delivered in 
;)> Sermon at Lincoln VInn, May 15, 1768. 

fome 
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fome obfervations, which will, perhaps, be 
found to leffen, or to remove, the objeftions 
commonly made to it, 

I begin with St. John's account of it, 
which is delivered in thefe words : 
Ch. ii. 13—17. " And the Jews paffover was 
^^ at hand, and Jefus went up to 
" Jerufalem, and found in the 
^* temple thofe that fold oxen, 
" and fheep, and doves, and the 
** changers of money, fitting : 
** And when he had made a 
*' fcourge of (inall cords, he 
*' drove them all out of the 
*' temple^ and the (heep and 
** the oxen ; and poured out 
*' the changers money, and 
*' overthrew the tables; And 
** faid unto them that fold 
** doves. Take thefe things 
" hence ; make not my Fa- 
** ther*s houfe an houfe of 
** merchandize. And his dif- 
** ciples remembered that it was 
"written. The zeal of thine 
" houfe hath eaten me up." 

Thus 
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Thus far the Evangelift, St. John : And 
the order xxf the. hiftory (hews, that this 
was done at x\it firji Paffover which Jefus 
attended, after he had taken upon himfelf 
his prophetic office. * 

The other Evangelifts relate a fimi- 
lar tranfaftion, which had happened at 
the Paflbver, immediately, preceding his 
crucifixion. Some have antagined that, 
on this laft occafion, the fame aft was 
repeated by him, on two feveral days ; but 
I fee no fufficient ground for that fuppo- 
fition. St. Mark is eafily reconciled with 
St. Matthew and St. Luke by only ad- 
mitting, what is very ufual in the fa* 
cred writers, fome little negledl of me- 
thod in the narration of one or other of 
thofe hiflorians. 

Matt.:xxi, 12, 13. " And Jefus went into the 
*• temple of God, and caft out 
** all them that fold and bought 
, " in the temple^ and overthrew 

" the tables of the money- 
" changers, and the feats of 
*< them that fold doves, and 

*' faid 
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^^ faid unto them^ it is written, 
** My houfc fhall be called the 
*' houfe of pray dr, but ye have 
" made it a deft of thieveS." 

Markxi. 15—17. *< And they come to Jerufa- 
** lem: And Jefus went into the 
** temple, and began to call dut 
^* them that fold and bought 
** in the temple, and overthrew 
*' the tables of the money- 
*' changers, and the feats of 
" them that fold doves ; And 
** would not fuffer that atiy 
** man fhould carry any veflel 
** through the temple. And 
** he taught, faying unto them, 
** Is it not written. My houfe 
*^ fliall be called of all nations 
*^ the houfe of prayer ? But 
** ye have made it a dert of 
** thieves." 

Luke xix, 45, 46. << And he went into the 
** temple, and began to caft 
«« out them that fold therein, 
** and them that bought, fay- 
^ ing unto them, It is written, 

«< M7 
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*^My houfc IS tfce boufc of 
^* prayer : but ye tevc ibade k 
•• adea of thiev^/' 

In readmg thefe paflages, ohe h kd td 

cdridude, that the act itfelf, here afctfted 

to oiir Lord, was of no fmall ifhportarice ; 

fbr it is related, we fee, by every one of 

the four Evangelifks, The fubftance biF 

what we learn from all df them, cohl/pared 

together, is this: " That jefu5, at twd 

feveral times, oncej before the firft Paflbvieit 

which he attended after the entrance on 

his miniftry, and again^ before the Paffov^r 

which preceded his paffion, went lap to 

^rufalfem, and entered into the Tempk^ 

that is (as all interprdters agree, and as thfe 

nattire df the thing fpcaks) iHto the frftj 

or outfcrnJoft court of thfe Temple, or that 

which vrai called the court of the Gentlks ; 

becairffe the Gentiles, who acknowledged 

the one true God, were permitted to come 

and WoHhip him there : that in this court 

(which was feparated from the liext oc 

ftcond court by a fept or loW wall, and 

deemed 
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deemed by the Jews propbane^ in contempt 
of the Gentiles, to whofe Xife it was dedi- 
cated) he found thofe that fold oxen andjheep 
and doves J and the changers of money ; that 
is, perfons who attended there to fumifh 
what was neceflary for the fervice of the 
temple, and fo made a kind of market, of 
this firft court or divifion of it : that, upon 
obferving this pirophanation, he made a 
fcourge offmall cords^ or, as the word in the 
original ftriftly means, of rujhesj fuch as 
he may be fuppofed to have found upon 
the fpot, and with this fcourge drove thefe 
traffickers from their ftation; fignifying, by 
this and fuch like adions, his difpleafure 
at this pollution of a part of the temple ; 
and faying' to them, withall^ // is written^ 
My houfe jhall be called the houfe of prayer 
of all nations : But ye have made it an houfe 
of merchandize^ or, as the equivalent ex- 
preffion is, a den of thieves ^ 

Thus ftands the hiftory itfclf : And the 
light, in which it is commonly under- 
ftood, is this ; ** That Jcfus, in virtue of 

his 
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his prophetic, or, if you will, regal cha-* 
tafter, did this aft of authority, to teftify 
his zeal for the honour of God's houfe, 
thus polluted and defecrated, contrary to 
its original purpofe and defign, by the bafe 
and commercial ufes, that were now made 
of it:*' and it is probable, that the Difciples 
themfelves, at the time^ confidered it in this 
light, only, for they remembered^ St. John 
fays, that It was written^ The zeal of thine 
houfe hath eaten me up — applying a paflage 
out of the Pfalms, to this aft of zeal in their 
mafter. 

It is true^ this circumftance is only re- 
lated by St* John, who records iht former 
laranlaftion, and omits the latter: the rea- 
fon of this difference will, perhaps, be feen, 
as we proceed in our inquiry. 

But to this folution of the cafe fome ob- 
jeftions have been made* 

Befides the ftrangenefs and indecency^' 

as many apprehend, of the proceeding it- 

fclf, and the improbability that the per- 

fons concerned in this chaftifement, who 

3 had 
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had pubKc allowance for what they did, 
fliould patiendy fubmit to it (for we hear 
of no reliftance, nor of any complaint, 
made by them). — Befides, I fay, thefe ob- 
vious confiderations, the aft itfelf was an 
aft of CIVIL POWER, which Jefus always 
difclaimed, and for which, it will be faid, 
he had no warrant, either from the ruling 
Jews, themfelves, or from his regal, or 
prophetic cbarafter : not, from the ruling 
yewsj who, we know, were offended at bis 
behaviour; not, from his regal charafter, 
which was not of this world ; nor yet, 
laftly, from his prophetic office : for, 
though that might authorize him to de- 
clare his fenfe of this proph^ation, it 
may be thought not to extend fo far as to 
juflify him in difturbing the civil rights df 
men, and doing a direft violence to their 
property and perfons. Jefus himfelf^ we 
undcrftand, was ib tender of totA^ that, 
upon another occafion, when it was pro- 
pofed to him to divide a conteded inhe- 
ritance between two claimants, he feid 
3 to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



and Seikti out of the temple. 259 

to the propofer, Mariy who made me a judge ^ 
or a divider over you^} Whence it may 
fcem reafonable to infer, that he would 
not have interpofed, by an overt aft of au- 
thority or jurifdiftion, in this cafe ; not- 
withftandkig the reference it had to the 
honour of religion, or the right he might 
have to condemn an abuiive pradice, from 
his fpiritual character. 

Thefe difficulties feem to fliew, that 
there is fomething more in the cafe, than a 
mere expreffion of zeal againft the pro- 
phaners of the temple : not but this might 
be one end, but it could not be the fole or 
even principal end, of fo extraordinary a 
tranfaftion. 

I do not indeed find, that the antient 
commentators on the Gofpels have faid 
any thing to the difficulties, I have men- 
tioned. They feem to have looked no far- 
ther than to the obvious fenfe of this 
tranfaftion^ and to have acquiefced in the 
opinion of its being intended to evidence 

* Luke xii. 14, 

S 2 our 
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our Lord's zeal for the honour of God's 
houfe, without any further view or pur- 
pofc whatfoever. They found it related as 
a matter of faft ; and they pioufly admit- 
ted the authority of Jefus to controxil the 
civil ufages and rights of the Jews, by 
virtue of his tranfcendant power and divine 
charafter. 

But the moderns have been aware of 
the objeftions, which lie againft this 
interprctatiom Our learned Selden, in par- 
ticular, has an entire chapter, in his book 
De jure naturali et gentium juxta difcipli'- 
nam Hebrteoruntj on this fubjeft ^ His 
notion is. That Jefus exerted this aft of 
power, in virtue of what the Jews called 
The right or privilege of zealots^; 

*» L. tv. c. 5. 

*^ And to the fame pufpofe, our excellent Archbifhop 
Tillotfon — " His [Chrift's] whipping of the buyers 
*^ and fellers out of the temple, the only aflion of his 
*' life in which there appears any tranfport of anger, 
** was no other than a becoming zeal for the honour 
<* of God's houfe, which he faw fo notorioufly pro-. 
<<. phaned-, which zeal was warranted, after the 
** example of Phinchas, by the extraordinary occafion 
"of it/' Works, vol. iii. § 136. p. 222, 

by 
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by which they meant, not a general zeal 
ror indignation (fuch as is before fpoken 
of) againft what they conceived to be 
derogatory to the honour of their re- 
ligion ; but a rights ftriftly fo called, de- 
rived to thena from the civil inftitutions 
and approved lifages of their country, 
of interfering, in fome extraordinary 
cafes, to repel a manifeft infult on their 
lavjr, by private force, without waiting 
for the flow procefs of a judicial deter- 
xninatioHf # 

The principal, or rather fole founda- 
tion, on which this notion is erefted, is 
the cafe of Phinebas, related in the book 
pf Numbers ^ : which the Jjews afterwards 
conftrued into a law^ or embraced at leafl: 
as a traditionary rule of conduA, defiv^ed to 
them, as they fuppofed, from the times of 
Mofes. But this cafe will by no means 
bear the conftrudion, which has been made 
of it. For, 

^ Numbers^ ch, xxv, 

S ^ I. It 
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1. It \yas a fingle and very particular 
cafcy withoi)t any mtiination from the 
hiftprian, , th^t it was afterwards to. be 
drawn bto precedent. 

2. It may fecm to have been, if not 
commanded, yet in fontie meafure autho- 
rized, or it was, at leaft, by an exprefs 
revelation, afterwards juftified. For the 
matter is thus related. Upon the defcftion 
of the Ifraelites at Shittim into idolatry, 
in confequence of their prophane, as well 
as impure commerce with the daughters 
of JSAmh^ God fent a plagiie among them, 
ain4 befides commanded Mofes to put to 
^eath all ithofe who had been guilty of 
ftich abominations. Mofes obeyed, and 
Jatd unto the Judges cf Iftael^ Jlay ye 

every one his men^ that 'were joined unto 
BaalrPeor. 

Thh comiiiand was iiTued very properly 
to the Ju(^es : but ^ private man, Fhinehas^ 
the Jon of Eleazer^ the Jon oj Aaron the 
priejiy inftigated by his zeal, and prefum- 
ing perhaps on his relationfhip to the high 

pricft 
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prieft (from wbofe family, a more than 
ordinary zeal in fuch a cafe might be ex- 
pefted) did, under thefe circumftances^ take 
upon htmfelf to execute that command on 
two perfons, furprized in the very ail, for 
which the penalty had been denounced, 
in the prefence of all the people. Now, 
though this proceeding was irregular in 
itfelf, yet the notoriety of the faft, the 
moft atrocious that could be, and the moft 
daring infult on the divine authority^, 
feemed almoft to fuperfede the necefBty 
of a legal procefs. The confequence was, 
that God himfelf was pleafed to accept 
and reward the deed, becaufe the au- 
thor of it, on fuch a provocation, and at 
fuch a time, was zealous for his Gody and 
had made an atonement for the children of 
Ifrael. 

But to argue from a fingle inftance, fo 
circumftanced, that the fame zeal was al- 
lowable in other cafes, in which no fuch 
countenance had been given, and no fuch 
neceffity or provocation could be pre- 
S 4 tended, 
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tended, is evidently fo unreafonable, that no 
ftrefs ought to be laid on this argument. 
The Jews, indeed, in fucceeding times, 
might fancy a general rule to have been 
implied in this fingle inftance; and we 
know from their hiftory, to what enormous 
excefles this their eafy belief, concurring 
with a natural violence of temper, after- 
.wards tranfported them, during the laft 
calamities of this devoted people * : but 
our Lord was very unlikely to give a 
countenance to their traditions, or to add 
the fanftion of his authority to a principle, 
fo weakly founded, and fo liable to the 
worfl: abufe. 

3. This traffic of the merchants^ in the 
court of the Gentiles, how unfit foever it 
might be, depended on the fame autho- 
rity, as this pretended right itfelf of the 
zealots ; that is, on the allowed ufage and 
conftant difcipline of their country. No 
exprefs precept of the law could be al- 
J^dged for either. So that this right could 

* Jos:ephus, Di Bello Judatc9y 1. iv. o. liz. 
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not be exerted but at the expence of another^ 
equally well founded. 

4. Mr. Selden himfelf appears to have 
had fome diftruft of his own hypothefis, 
by the care he takes to interweave, in 
his difcourfe, a charge of fraud on the 
merchants, together with their prophana-^ 
tion of the temple. But the learned writer 
forgets, that zelotism (if I may have 
leave to ufe a new term) refpefted r^//- 
gion only, and not private morals. For 
even the a£l of zealj performed by Phi'- 
nehas (from which, only, the very idea 
of this Jewijh rights if it were one, was 
derived) had, for its objeft, not the fornix 
cation limply, but the idolatry^ of the 
criminals : it was a facrifice, not to the 
honour of virtue^ as fuch, but to the 
honour of God. And, indeed, nothing 
but the lingular ftrufture of the Jewifli 
polity, in which the honour of God was 
fo extraordinarily conlidered, could give 
any the leaft colour to the fSlion of fuch 3 
right, 

5- L^Jifyf 
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5. hajtiy^ whatever degree of credit this 
principle of zelotifm might have acquired 
among the Jevirs, it v^as very unlikely, 
perhaps we may fay, impoffible, that 
Jefus (hould aft upon it. When the Dif- 
ciples, Jams and Jobn^ on a certain 
occafion, were inftigated by this zeal to 
call for fire from heaven on the heads of 
fome perfqns, who had offered an 
infult to their mafter, Jefus himfelf re- 
buked them in thefe terms — Te know not 
what fpirit ye are of: For the Son of man 
is not come to dejlroy mens liveSi but to 
fave them [Luke ix. 55,] — To l^urn with 
jirey is indeed fomething more than, to 
fcourge: but, though the vengeance be 
not equal, in thefe two inftances, Xht Jpi^ 
rit is the fame from which it is de- 
rived, and by which it is juftified: and 
this fpirity we are expreflly told, is not 
that by which Jefus 'chofe to conduft 
himfelf. It was to no purpofe to al- 
ledge the cafe of a Phinehas, or even an 
Elias: thefe were no precedents for.HiM^ 

who 
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who came not to dejlroy mens Ihes^ but to 
fave them. 

i conclude then, upon the whole, that 
Jcfus did not perform this aft of driving 
the merchants out of the temple, in the 
Jewifli cbarafter of zealot ; in what 
other charafter he might pofEbly perform 
it, I (hall now inquire. 

The ingenious conjeAure of Mr. Selden, 
already conlidered, was apparently taken up 
by him to avoid the difficulties which he 
found in accounting for this aft of zeal 
in our Lord, from his prophetic charac- 
ter only. Thefe difficulties, he faw very 
diftinftly, and has explained with much 
force. 

" Though the Saviour of the world, fays 
he, was undoubtedly both God and King, 
and, by his abfolute dominion, not over 
the Jews only, but the whole race of man- 
kind, muft be fuppofed to have had a 
right of doing whatever he faw fit to do ; 
yet fince we know, that he conftantly 
fubmittcd himfeif in all things to the 

eftabliflied 
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eft9bri(hed forms of civil juftice, whether 
of Jewifli, or Roman inftitution ; and, as 
being defirous to exhibit in his own perfon 
a moft abfolute example of obedience 
to the courfe of human authority, was 
careful always to abftain from every thing, 
that might be thought a violation of it 
in any private man ; fince, befides, we 
know, that, conlidering the peculiar envy, 
to which his life was expofed, he could 
not poffibly have gratified his enemies 
inore, than by putting it in their power to 
bring a criminal charge againft him ; it 
muft, on all thefe accounts, be thought 
reafonable to fuppofe, that our Lord 
would not have ventured on fo extra- 
ordinary an a6l, as that of driving the 
merchants out of the temple, unlefs it 
had been fuch, as, even in the opinion 
of thofe who were moft prejudiced againft 
him, he might lawfully and regularly per-- 
form ^" 

All 

' Certe, quamquam Scrvator human! generis et Deus 
ct Rex crat, adeoque ita univerfi, nedum Judaeorum, 

dominus. 
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All this, the reader fees, is prudently, 
pioufly, and ably faid, by this very learned 
writer; and I readily fubfcribe to every 
word of it. We only differ in our con- 
clufion from thefe premifes. Mr. Selden 
holds, that what Jefus did on this oc- 
calion, cannot be reconciled to the idea 

of his PROPHETIC CHARACTER, aS fuf- 

tained by him in the courfe of his mi- 
niftry : I, on the contrary, conceive, 
that it very well may. But then I con- 
fider that cbaradler^ as exercifcd by our 

<lominus, ut quicquid ei placeret illud non licitum 
fuiffc nefas lit ixjtarc j attatnen, cum caeteras res 
omnes etiara et leipfum receptis atque ftabilitis rei- 
publicsB formulis judiciariis, qua Ebraicae ese eflent, 
qua Romanae, permiferit, atque abfolutiffimum juftitiae 
exemplar ab omni vi illicita, veluti privatus, abftinere 
voluerit; quin et tanta ei imminuerit invidia, qt nihil, 
magis incidentium in votis effet, quam ut cujufcunque 
deliAi reum euni peragere potuiflent ; baud ration! 
fane ita confonum videtur exiftimare ejedtionem illam 
fadlam feu vim illatam ab eo fuiffe fine agnita, etiam 
ab iplis qui tarn maligne ei invidebant, lege feu more, 
quo in id genus homines templi fan£litatem ita pol- 
laentes ineurrere licuerit, atque vi ejicerc. L. iv. 
c. j. p.. 464, 

Lord, 
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Lord, at this time, in another manner^ 
and to other ends^ than the learned writer 
fuppofed. 

In a word, I fee Jefus in the light, not 
of a ZEALOT, but of a prophet only, 
in this whole tranfaftion. I fee him 
a£ting, not on precarious principles and 
rabbinical traditions, but on the fure 
bafis of fcripture ; and regulating his 
conduft by the known ideas of his 
office, fuch as had at all times been en- 
tertained of it, and were even now fa- 
miliar to the Jews in the times in which 
he lived. 

To make way for what I have further 
to advance on this fubjeft, it will, then, 
be neceflary to confider, Jirft^ the prac- 
tices AND USAGES of the Jewifli pro- 
phets, I mean the manner^ in which that 
high office was fometimes difcharged and 
exercifed by them, even to the very times 
in queftion : and, Jecondly^ to confider the 
true fcope and meaning of the prophecy 
itfelf, to which Jefus appeals, and ovi 

which 
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which he juftifies this obnoxious part of his 
condud. 

1. It is impoffible for thofe, who have 
read the fcriptures of the Old Teftament, 
not to obferve^ how much they abound in 
figures and material images. Nay, the 
prophets are frequently reprefented as in- 
ftrufting thofe, to whom they are fent, 
not in figurative expreffion only, but in 
the way of adion and by fenfible figns. 
And this mode of information has been 
(hewn by learned men « to arife from the 
very nature of language, in its rude and 
Imperfeft ftate; being indeed an apt and 
neceffary expedient to fupply the defeiSs 
of fpeech, under that circumilan^e. It 
has further been made appear, from the 
hiftory of mankind, that this pradice uni- 
verfally prevailed in all barbarous nations^ 

' e Mr. Smidi's Difcourfes, Difc. vi. ch. vi. Bifhop 
Chandler, Def. of Chriftianityy ch. iii. § i. and, 
very lately, the Bilhop of Glouceftcr, Div. Leg. 
b. iv. § 4. 

as 
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as well as in Judaea ; nay, that it every 
where continued to prevail, as an orna- 
mental method of communication, long 
after the neceffity was over, which had 
given birth to It ; efpecially among the, 
inhabitants of the Eafl:, to whofe natural 
vivacity it was fo well fuited. Hence, tht 
Jewifli prophets, it is faid, but conformed 
to the eftabliflied pradice of their own 
times, when they adopted this ufe of re- 
prefentative adion : as, when one Pro- 
phet pujhed with horns of iron^ to denote 
the overthrow of the Syrians ^ ; and 
another, broke a potter* s vejjfel to pieces^ 
to exprefs the (hattered fortune of the 
Jews*; with innumerable other inftances 
of the like nature. 

This the prophet Hofea calls, ujing Jimi^ 
litudes by the hand of the prophets^ \ and 
the effedt of it was, to imprcfs the pro- 



^ I Kings xxii. ii. 
' Jeremiah xix. 
^ Hofea xii. lo. 
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pofed information oh the minds of men 
with more force (being addreffed to their 
eyes and fenfes) than could have been done 
by a mere verbal explication. 

This mod6 of teaching by figns, then, 
let it be remembered, was familiar to the 
Jewifli nation, and prevailed even in the 
days of Jefus ; as is clear from John the 
Baptift's wearing a garment ofcameFs hair 9 
and eating locu/ls and wild honey * ; to 
fignify the mortification and repentance, 
which he was commiffioned to preach — 
from Chrift's riding into yerufalem'^i to 
fignify the affumption of his regal office -— 
and from his direfting his difciples to 
Jhake iff the du/l of their feet % as a tejiimony 
again/l thentj who would not receive his 
Gofpel. 

And we find that, fometimes, even a 
miracle was wrought to furni(h a con*- 

* Matthew iii. 4. 
'» Mark xi. 7. 
^ Matthew X. 14, 

T venient 
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venient^^«-r-As when Simon's draught of 
Jijhes''y was made to denote the fuccefsbQ 
fliould have in his miniftry ; according to 
the interpretation of Chrift himfelf, who 
faid to him, Henfeforth thou Jhalt catch 
men-T-k^^ again, when Jefus curji the bar-- 
r^n Jig-tree "^^ to fignify the unfruitfulnefs 
and rejeftion of the Jewifli nation-r^And, 
as when he permitted the unclean fpirits to. 
enter into a herd of fiviney which, there- 
upon, .ran violently down a Jleep pjaee and 
perijhed in the waters ^ : an ejcertion of his 
miraculous power, which, among other 
purpofes, might be intended to exprefs, in 
the way of r^prefentation^ the tyranny 
of evil fpirits, and their attendants, evil 
habits, over fenfual and voluptuous men 
(of whom fwine are the ackno\yledged 
emblems), and the confequent perdition in 
which they dfown them. Nay, the very 
parables of pur Lo^-d, are but this mode of 



o Luke V. 6. 
f Mark xi. 14. 
^ Matthew viii, 32. 
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information, by material figns, once re- 
moved. 

' It may, further, be obferved, that tho 
two Chriftian Sacraments themfelves arq 
founded on this principle : and fo preva- 
lent was the ufe of conveying information 
in this form, that even the Roman Go- 
vernor, when he condemned Jefus, toolk 
water and wajhed his hands '' before the muU 
iitude^ to fignify to them, that he was inno-» 
cent of that horrid crime. 

From all this we may certainly con-» 
elude, that it was very cuftomary in 
our Saviour's time for men to expreft 
themfelves by outward and vifible ligns : 
that this mode of exprefflon was efpe- 
cially of ancient and approved ufe among 
the Prophets, when they would inforce 
fome high and important topic of in^ 
ftruftion : and that, not impoffibly there- 
fore, the famous tranfaftion in the tempi? 
piay be only an information of this nature/ 

' Matthew xxvii, ^/^. 

T 3 If 
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If then we would know, what th^t /V- 
formation was, or, in other words, what. 
was the peculiar olje5i of it, it will be pro- 
per, in the next ptace, 

2. To turn to thp prophecy, to whick 
Jefus appeals, and to confider the true fcope 
and purpofe of it. 

The prophecies of I(aiah, it is well 
known, are chiefly taken up in predifting 
the future glories of Chrift*s kingdom, of 
which the call of the Gentiles makes a con^ 
fpicuou^ and fliining part. Th^s great 
event is foretold in a vaft variety of places ; 
and in different forms of expreffion, on? 
while, plain and direft, at other times, 
figurative and obfcure. The Meffiah i$ 
Tpoken of as bringing forth judgment to the 
Gentiles \ and more clearly ftill, vls being 
given for a light to the Gentiles \ In other 
places, the expreffion is aenigniAtical 5 as 
where the Heathen are mentioned as prl- 
fonersj who (hall be fet at liberty' — as 

* Ifaiah xlii, i. 6. 
^ Ibid. ver. 7, 

Jlr angers^ 
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firangersy who (hould buUd up the walls 
df Jerufakm " — as blind people that have 
eyes J and deaf that have ears "" — and under 
a multitude of other images. 

Full of thefe ideas, the Prophet begins 
the fifty-fixth chapter with the following 
triumphant exhortation — Thus faith the 
Lord^ Keep ye judgment and do jujlice^ for 
myfalvaiion is near to come^ and my righte^- 
oufnefs to be revealed i the very language, 
almoft, in which the Baptift afterwards 
announced our Saviour to the Jews : 
whence it may appear, of what falvation 
the Prophet is here fpeaking. But to 
whom is this falvation promifed ? Why, 
in general, to thofe who keep the Sabbath 
from polluting ity ver. 2 ; that is, in the pro- 
phetic ftyle, to thofe who (hould embrace 
the Chriftian faith : for the Sabbath being 
the lign or token of God's covenant with 
the Jews, hence the prophets transfer this 
idea to the Chriftian Covenant ; and, by 



• Ifaiah Ix. 10. 

* Chap, xliii. 8. 



T 3 keeping 
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keeping the Sabbath^ they exprefs the ob» 
fervance of that future covenant, to which 
mankind fhould be admitted under the 
miniftry of Jefus* 

But, perhaps, the jews only wfere to be 
admitted to this new covenant of falva- 
tioti. The prophet expreffly afferts the 
contrary : for not only the Jews of the 
captivity (to whom we are to fuppofe the 
courfe of the Prophecy to be immediately 
directed) are concerned in this falvation, 
but THE Sons of the Stranger, that 
is, the Gentiles (whom the Jews alway:^ 
confidered under the idea of Strangefs, juft 
as the Greeks did the reft of the world, 
under that of Barbarians) — Even them 
(fays the Prophet, fpeaking in the perfon of 
God) will I bring to my boty mountain^ 
ver. 7, and make them joyful in my houfe 
of prayer : their burnt offerings and their 
Jucrijices JJjall be accepted on my altar. 
The language is ftill Jewi/hf according to 
the prophetic ftyle, which dLfcribes the 
Chriftian dlfpenfation under Jewifli ideas: 

but 
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b\lt by holy mountain is meant the Church 
of Chrift; and by Sacrifices^ the fpiritual 
fervices of that new oeconomy. And, to 
make this purpofe of his prophecy the 
clearer, he even departs, in one inftance, 
from his /?^j/ manner of cxpreffion, in 
laying, I will make them joyful in wy house 
OF PRAYER ; which is a ipiritual and 
Chriftian idea; the Jewifh temple being 
properly a boufe of facrificcy and not of 
prayer I for which laft fervice there is no 
exprefs precept in the law. And then fol- 
lows the prophecy, quoted by Jefus, as 
explanatory of what he was then doing -^ 
for mine houfejhall be called an houfe of prayer 
for all people^ The prophet, as follicitous 
to be underftood, repeats and marks out 
this diftinftion : I fpoke of it, fays he, as 
my houfe of prayer. For my houfe fi^all [in 
thofe latter days] be called [that is, (hall 
be\ a houfe of prayer^ and that too, for all 
people ; that is, not for the Jews only, but 
for all the Gentiles. And, as if all this 
were not ftill clear enough, he adds — The 
T 4 Lord 
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Liord Godj which gath^reth the outcafis ef 
Ifrad^ the Jews difperfed in the captivity, 
faitb^ Tet I will gather others to bim^. 
bejides thofe that are gathered to him, ver. 8. 
that is, the Gentiles. 

This famous text, then, is clearly a pre- 
diftion of the call of the Gentiles into 
the church of Chrift, a prediftion of that 
great event which (hould take place under 
the new difpenfation, when the Jewifli in- 
dofure was to be laid open, and all men 
indifferently, the Gentiles, as well as the 
Jews, were to be admitted into the Chri- 
ilian covenant. 

It is true, our Englifli verfion of this 
text, quoted by our Lord, very much 
obfcures, or rather perverts,' its fenfe. It 
Hands thus in the Gofpel of St. Mark — 
[My houfe Jhall be called of all nations the 
houfe of prayer^ xi. 17. Whence it ap- 
pears, that our tranflators confidered this 
text, as defcribing only the dejiination of 
the Je\Vifli temple, and not as predift- 
ing the genius of the Chriftian religion. 

But 
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But the fcap6 of the prophecy, as above 
explained, an4 the Greek text itfelf, 
clearly (hews, that it ought to have been 
rendered thus — My houfe Jhall be called 
a houfe of prayer" for all the Gentiles : oTkcs 
uiff oTkoc wpoo'Bvx'i^ jcXii6ri0'B}cci wcltn tqTc «v- 
v€(riv. 

Thus much being premifed, both of the 
prophetic manner of teaching hyjigns^ and of 
the true meaning of this prophecy y let us fee 
now what light thefe confiderations afford 
to our prefent fubjeft. 

Jefus enters into that court of the temple^ 
which was called the court of the Gentiles ; 
who had leave to worfliip the God 
of Ifrael there, but were permitted to 
advance no further. This courts he finds 
polluted by the fale of beafts, and the 
traffic of merchants ; the Jews, in their 
fovereign contempt of thefe poor heathen, 
not only excluding them from their own 
place of worfhip, but debafing them ftill 
fcirther by the allowance oi this fordid 
Ibciety to mix with them. What is the 

condu6t 
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conduft of our Lord, on this occafion \ 
Why, agreeably to his prophetic charafter, 
he declares himfelf fent to break through all 
thefe exclufive privileges and diftinftions; 
to aceomplifli that great niyftery, which 
the old prophets had fo much and fo tri- 
umphantly fpoken of, as referved to be re* 
vealed by him ; and to admit the Heathen 
to an equal participation of the bleffings^ 
which the Gofpel-covenant was to difpenfe, 
with the Jewifh people. 

But, in what mannet does he declare 
this purpofe ? Why, he makes a fcourge of 
fmall cordsj and, by the reprefentative ac* 
tion of driving this profane company out 
of the temple, fliews that he is come to 
break down that parti tion- wal], which 
feparated the Gentile and the Jewifli wor* 
fliipers, to vindicate the defpifed Heathen 
from the infults offered to them, and to 
lay open the means of falvation to all 
people. He began to caji out them that fold 
therein and them that bought ^ faying tothem^ 
It is written i My boufe Jhallbe called a bouje 

of 
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0f prayer for all the Gentiles. The adion, 
we fee, is ufed as exprejjive of his defign ; 
and his dejign is clearly afcertained, by ap- 
J)lying to himfelf the exprefs words of 
Ifaiab. The whole is, then, a prophetic 
information^ by way of adiion^ of the genius 
of Chriftianity, which was to extend its 
benefits even to the Gentiles. 

I have before acknowledged^ that a 
fecondary purpofe of this tranfaftion might 
be, to give the Jews to underftand, how 
culpable they had been in permitting even 
a lawful traffic to be carried on in any 
part of their temple. For it was ufual 
with Jefus to accomplifli feveral ends by 
the fame ad, and even to lay the greateft 
apparent ftrefs on that end, which was not 
firft in his intention : of which fome ex- 
amples may hereafter be given. But the 
primary defign of this aft (and but for the 
fake of which it would not have been un- 
dertaken) I fuppofe, was, to point out the 
diffufive nature and influence of his fpiritual 
kingdom. 

It 
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It may be faid, pei^aps, that, if ftich' 
was the intention of Jefus, it had been 
more properly and fignificantly exprefled 
by a different aft, I mean, by that of 
bringing tht Heathen Into the temple y rather 
than of driving the merchants mt of it. But 
we are to refle£i, that, as the Heathen 
were already permitted to come into this 
part of the temple (and it would have 
given, at this time, too great a fhock to 
the prejudices of the Jews, to have car-* 
ried them into any other), that aft would 
have conveyed no new information ; it 
being on all hands agreed that the devout 
Heathen might worfliip there. The bufi- 
nefs was, to (hew that their religious pri- 
vileges were, hereafter, to be the fame 
with thofe of the Jews ; and that no more 
contempt was to be countenanced, to- 
wards the one> than the other. All dif- 
tinftions were to ceafe ; and this informa- 
tion was, therefore, moll fitly conveyed 
by an a£t, which expreffed the fame regard 
for the court of the Gentiles, as for the 

court 
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court of the Jews : that is, the honour of 
each is equally afferted, and no prophana- 
tion allowed of either* 

In further confirmation of the fenfe^ 
here given to this tranfaftion, it may be 
obferved, that the relation of it is joined^ 
or rather interwoven with that other of his 
curfing the barren fig-tree : which was 
plainly an emblem, and fo is confejfed to 
be, of the rejedlion of the Jews ; juft as 
that we have been confidering is prefumed 
to be, of the call of the Gentiles: thefc 
two things being clofely connefted in the 
order of God's difpenfations. Whence 
St. Paul fpeaks of the one, as the confe- 
quence of the other ; of the fall of the 
Jews^ as the riches of the world \ and of the 
Idfs of the Jews^ as the riches of the Gentiles \ 
Now, if we turn to St. Mark^ we there 
find y, that xkit fig-tree is curfed^ as Jefus is 
coming from Bethany to Jerufalem— that, 
when he canje,to Jerufalem, he went int# 
the temple, and drove out the money* 

> Rom. xL \%m 
y Mark xi. 14. 

. changers^ 
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changers^ 8cc. — and that the next mbrnuig, 
when he and his difciples were returning 
the famp way, as they pajfed by, theyfanjo tho 
Jig'tree dried upfrdm the roots ^^ 

If theti it be allowed, that Chrift meant, 
by the Jign of the blafted fig-tree (the 
ftory of which is fo yemarkably incor-* 
porated with that other of purging the 
temple), to exprefs and predict the r^e£iion 
of the Je%vSj how natural is it to fyppofe. 
that, in purging the <emple, he meant ta 
exprefs and predift, by another fign, tb& 
vocation of the Gentiles I Or, if there be^ ftill 
any doubt in the cafe, Chrift's own parable 
of the Vineyard' (which follows clofe 
in the hiftory*) will effedually remove it, 
For the application of this parable is made 
by Chrift himfelf to both thefe fubjefts ^ — 
What Jhall the Lord of the Vineyard do ? — i 
Hejhall come anddejiroy those hujhandmen^ 
4ind fball give the Vineyard fo others-^ 

* Mark xi. 15 — 20. 

» Mark xii, Luke xx, Matt. xxi. 

J Luke XX. 16 — 19. 

J Tha^ 
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That IS, He (hall reject the Jews, and 
ADMIT THE Gentiles : an interpretation, 
fo clear and certain, that the Jews them- 
Helves could not avoid feeing it ; for they 
ferceivedj that be had Jpoken this parable 
(igainjl them. 

But I think it appears, from the con- 
duft of the ruling Jews, on occafion of 
what had paffed in the temple, that it 
was well underftood for what general pur- 
pofe, and under what character ^ Jefus had 
exhibited that extraordinary fcene. For 
they prefently come to him, and fay, jBy 
what authority doeji thou thefe things^ and 
who gave thee this authority ^f That this 
queflion relates to what things he had 
done in the temple, when he applied the 
fcourge to the merchants, the context 
clearly (hews ; and is indeed beyond all 
doubt, (ince we find the fame queftion 
put to him, and almoft in the fame 
words, when he had perfornied this ait 
before, at the firft Paflbver : Then anfwered 

*= Matthew xx}. 23« 

the 
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the Jewf^ and /aid unto him. What ^n 
Jbewejl thou unto us^ feeing thou doejl theft 
things^ ^ 

Now, if the Jews had feen this tranf- 
aAion in the light of art a^ ef authority 
or of violence againft the perfons of the 
merchants, it neither agreed with their 
charaSler^ nor indeed with their principJesi 
to put this queftion. 7'he chief priejis and 
elders of the people are the perfons, who 
interrogate Jefus in this manner^: and 
would they, who conftantly laid wait f of 
him, that they might accufe him ^, let flip fb 
fair an opportunity of citing him before 
the magiftrate, as a difturber of the public 
peace, and a vi6lator oi their civil rights 
land cuftoms? Inftead of taking this ob- 
vious advantage againft him, they at once 
drop all the malice of their charaQ:er, and 
only alk him, in the way of civil and al^ 
moft friendly expoftulation. By what au^ 
tbority he did thefe things. It is certain, 

** John ii. 1 8. 

« Matthew xxi. 23. 

^ Luke xi, 54t 

they 
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l^y weVei* had fo fpecioUs a pretence, as 
this affair admmiftered to them, of" bring-^ 
ihg a public accufation againft him. Yet 
It feems never once to have entered into 
their thoughts. Nor can it be faid, that 
they ftbbd in awe of the people {as they 
fewnetifties did, when they were enough 
dHpofed to lay hands on him) ; for the 
people, in this cafe, when fo free an attack 
was made oh their privileges, as well as 
prejudices^ i>v6uld naturally be on theit 

But beither would their Principle's fuffer 
theni to put \his c^ueftioh. Jefus had, as 
they conceived, committed a flagrant zBl 
i6f ihjuftid^, m arflaidting the perfons of 
Ifleh, \^|lo wfeit under the proteftion of the 
^te: and they tall upon him only for 

^fis^> fi^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^fi /^/7/^x. Is it cre- 
dible that ttoiett, fb attached, as they were, 
to their otvn fews and cuftortis, fliould de- 
mand, or a:ccej)t a^%^, ih fiich a junfture ? 
Could all Paul*s miracles juftify him, in 
their opinion, for not walking after their 
U cujiomi ? 
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cujloms^? Or, would 2l Jign from heaven^ 
of how tranfcendant a nature foever, have 
abfolved Jefus, in their apprehenfion, from 
a crime, fo palpably proved upon him? 
They would certainly have faid, as they 
did fay on another occafion, We have a law^ 
which forbids all offences of this fort 3 and 
by that Law^ he ought to be tried and 
judged. 

Thus, I think, the matter ftands, if the 
Jew5 had regarded Jefus, in the light of a 
Criminal. On the other hand, if they 
faw him only in the light of a Prophet, 
of one who ajfumed that charafter, and had 
now, in the way of his office, employed 
this aft to convey fome important informa- 
tion to them, their conduft was very 
natural in demanding fome proof of his 
being what he pretended to be: andJthat 
proof, could be no other than a Jign^ or 
miracle; which was the proper evidence 
of his being a perfon fent from God. 

s A^sxxi. 2t« 

This 
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This evidence, indeed, of his prophetic 
miffion had already been given to the 
Jews, in the Jignsj or miracles, which he 
had wrought among them. But they 
wanted more than a general conviftion of 
his being invefted with the prophetic cha- 
rafter. They were anxious to know by 
what authority he did these things; in 
other words, what CommiJJion he had, and 
how it came to be in his commiffion, to 
put the Jews and Gentiles on a level. 
A prophet be might be ; but not a pro- 
phet, authorized to declare himfelf fo 
roundly, as by this expreffive aft he had 
done, againft the peculiar people of God, 
and in favour of the defpifed heathen. Of 
his commiffion to publifli fuch a doftrine, 
as this, it was no ordinary Jign that would 
fatisfy them. They prefled him., there- 
fore, for {omt Jign, purpofely and expreflly 
wrought for this end ; fome Jign, fo ex- 
traordinary in itfelf, and fo peculiarly 
adapted to the nature of the cafe, as to 
furnifh an immediate and decifive anfwer 
U z to 
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to their demand, Who gave tbee Tttis 
authority ? 

This queftion our blefled Lord thought 
fit to elude (for realbos, which will^ in 
part, appear in the progte£s of tins dif- 
courfe) at both the times^ when it ^as 
propofed to him : once, hj referring them 
to the authority of Joht^ the B^ptiii: : 
and, again, by referring them {but in 
aenigmatic terms) to hb own ^urrfedtion. 
Yet even the Baptift would have Idt them 
into fbme part of the fecret, which they 
defired to penetrate 5 for, knowing tlje 
mafter-prejudice of his countrymen, he ad- 
dreffed them in tbefe remarkable words — 
^hink not to Jay within yourf elves j We have 
Abraham for our Father : for Iffy unto 
you, God is able even g/' these ston«^ ^ to 
raife up children unto Abraham. *• And theil, 
for the miracle of his own reJurtedHsnj 
that would not only be the fiilidB: ptocf 

^ By ihefejionesy the antient interpreters univerfelly 
iinderftood the GeniiUs. Sec Wtitby in he. 
» Matt* iii. 9. 
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of his prophetic miffion, but would, at 
the fame time, be the eompletiofi of what 
he was npw fignifying to them, by this 
prophetiQ 2^1 for the Ipiritual kingdom 
of the Mefliah, into which all the nations 
wef^ to he admitted^ was to take place 
feom that event. D^firo^^ fays he, this 
temple^ [meaningy as we are told, the 
temple of bis body)^ amd in three days I will 
build it up\ So that, although Jefus re- 
filled to gratify bis queflioners^ by working 
inftantly before thorn the Jlgn, which they 
demanded; yet he refers them to fit^b a 
fign, whicb would be^ wrought i» due time, 
and to the very purpofe^of their inquiry; 
that is, it would be a Jign^ which (hould, 
bot4>^ demonftrate his prophetic commiffion 
to declare, by this fign^ant aM, the fa- 
vouor which God intended to confer on the 
Gentilies, and ihould, alfbj realize his de^ 
ckration, or fet before them the thing Jignp- 
fiedi^ Such is the force of that divine 

^ St. John, ch* ii. 19. 

U 3 anfwer 
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anfwer — Dejlroy this temple^ and in thref 
days 1 will build it up. 

Where, by the way, we may, furtheiTii 
obferve, that the fymboUc language^ m 
whigh he- here predifts his refurreftion, 
not being at all apprehended by the Jews, 
was afterwards made the foundation of 
a charge againft him^ as if he had enter- 
tained the criminal dejign of destroying the 
temple of Jerufalem ^. How much more 
would his enemies have laid hold on this 
fymbolic adi^ which he performed in the 
temple, in order to found a charge of fe^ 
dition againft him, if they had not con- 
ceived pf him as*a£ling in the charader of 
a prophet only* and fo had clearly com- 
prehended, at leaft, the general f^ope an4 
meaning of that aft J 

That it was taken in this light, I mean, 
of a prophetic aSlionj by the very perfbns 
on whom this feeming outrage was com*- 
mitted, may be reafonably prefumed, fince 
|hey make no refiftance to it, nor cpm^^ 

* Matthew xxvi. 6i, 

, plain 
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plain of any injury, done them by it : a 
conduft, very ftrange and unlikely, if the 
parties concerned had received any con- 
fiderable damage ; or if they conceived, that 
any intended violence had been offered to 
them. It is plain, they confidered the 
whole tranfaftion, as a piece oi fcenery^ or 
reprefentation only ; under the cover of 
which, Chrift propofed, in the manner of 
the Eaftern fages, and efpecially of the 
Jewifh prophets, to convey fome mo- 
mentous information to them, and to im- 
prefs it with much force and energy on 
their minds. 

Nor can it be concluded from the nar- 
ration of the Evangelifts, that any thing 
more was intended by their matter. They 
relate this adventure, fimply as a matter of 
fa£i ; and it could not well be related 
otherwife, for the information was given 
in the faSi. They intermix, indeed, no 
explanation; becaufe they probably faW 
not, any more than the generality of the 
by-ftanders, the fpecific information. It 
U 4 W^S 
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WW »eaut to cpnvfjr. They Gf\\y l^w, itn 
general, that Jbme information was the end 
and purpofe of the zQl. The rulmg ^ws, 
who interrogated Jefus Goncerning tfi]^ 
afl:, I have no doubts faw or fufpe£led, at 
leaft, the real drift of it. But, as Jefus 
could not be brought to explain himfelf 
by any dh:e£t anfwer, they were left to 
their own conclufions about it ; and were 
content, we may fuppofe, to keep thefe 
conclufions to themfelves : the rather, a,s 
the turn, which our Lord thought fit to 
give to this aft, as if it refpefted only tlie 
honour of God's houfe, put it out of their 
power to charge that other meaning, de- 
cifively, upon him. 

We may further obferve, that the hlfiory 
of this fa6l is not to be conftrued with the 
utmoft rigour. 5ome of the Evangelifts 
exprefs tbemfelves in fuch terms, as, In 
the ftridt fenfe of them, imply, that Jefus 
aftually drove ^1 the beafts and traffickers 
out of the temple. But we need only 
fuppofe that he applied himfelf to this 

aftionjt 
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action, as if his pui^pofe h^ been a£bially 
to drive them all out ; and that he conti* 
nued to jemptoy liimfelf in it in fuch fort, 
and for fo long a time, as that the perfon& 
prefent might take notice of what, he did, 
and ib be able (i do not £^y immediately, 
but in due feafon) to interpret this jign^ 
together with Ifaiah'a prophecy^ in the 
manner he intended. I fay, we need only 
juppofe this ; becaufe, if no more was done 
by Jefus, the £vaageli(ls> in their con- 
cife and fimple way of narration, would 
naturally expr^fs themfelv^s, as they have 
dope, in their aflpounts of this hOti 
and I believe, if we confider the accounts, 
we have of many other informations by 
aSHon^ recorded in the old Scriptures, we 
(hall find it neceffary to underftand them 
with fome fuch reftridions and qualifica- 
tiona. 

If, after aH, i^ be tl^ught, that fome 
violence \yas offered, to the sieii^hawts, and 
that fQpie ineonwmewe was. fuffered by 
thep[i, ia conk^dcr^^ q| it; Iffiiipppfe they 

deferved 
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deferved this pumfliment for their pol-- 
lution of the temple ; and I admit that the 
prophetic character of Jefus authorized 
him, in the courfe of his miniftry, to in- 
flift it ; juft as, without doubt, it autho- 
rized him to deftroy the barren Jig^tree^ 
when it ferved his purpofe to difcharge a 
part of his ofBce by making ufe of that 
emblem^ though it might be with fome lofs 
to the proprietor of it. The cafe was the 
fame here, when he drove the traffickers 
from their ilation. But there is a wide 
difference between fuppofing the violence^ 
offered to them, tb be the direS and proper 
purpofe of the aft, and the incidental effedi 
of it. And the filence of the merchants 
themfelves, under this violence, fufficiently 
fliews, as I obferved, that they felt this 
difference. 

But the nciain difficulty, perhaps, is 
ftill behind. For, it will be alked. Why 
was this myjlerious method ufed by ouir 
Saviour at all, in conveying the fuppofed 
momentous information, when he might 

have 
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have exprefled his meaning diredtly in 
plain words ? 

I. One reafon, I fuppofe, might be, the 
inveterate and infurmountable prejudices 
of the Jewifli converts to this part of the 
Meffiah's charafter. For, though the 
prophets had given frequent, and fome* 
times the moft clear, defcriptions of it: 
yet, fo poffefled were they with the no* 
tion of their beings and of their continuing 
to be, even under the difpenfation of their 
Meffiah, a chofen and peculiar people* 
that they never could hear (no, not the 
Apoftles themfelves, till enlightened by 
the holy Spirit, and by a fpecial revelatioa 
for that purpofe; they could never hear, 
I fay) without the utmoft indignation, 
That God had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles^. This indireft information was 
then in condefcenfion to the weaknefs of 
his own difciples and followers. 

And of this tendernefs to their infirmi- 
ties we have a remarkable inftai\ce in the 

f Afts xiv. a;* 
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cafe of the Jig^tree^ fo often n^ntioned^ 
the drift of which was unqiiefttoaably to 
^Qle the approadiing njeStim of the 
y^^h, £?f their uiifrui^loe6 wide]? tiMe 
xnfajas oi gracej and their reje^io^ of the 
Meffi^Iii* Butjt the miiid!& of tha dsfciples 
}mxk^ too in^rp^ at tlus tH[ne, to beadr thie 
open commimicatioQ of fo moptifyiog a 
tsuth,. Jefus pijspofeljc diverta them itook 
the main purpofo of th^ miracle (ihough 
it was wrought^ and the J^fh gives^ ^ 
their future information and r«co]]e^io«^) 
aiKi tiurnsL their attention on another and 
very remote clrcumftance, ti» ^j^cy* of 
fmtk to enable them to work this 4uid 
gjpeater miracles"* But it was a gen^af 
»ak with our Lord to conluk^ the ipEcmi- 
ties of hi^ difelples, and to Gomouanicate 
to them only, fo much of bis purpofes and 
councils^ as they> could bear > leaving the 
reft to be colleSied by them, ia^ due tamey 
from c^ual hints and ob£bure« paiikges^ 
wJben they &ould afterw^aidsL c^ them, to 

" Mack xi. Xk 24. 

mindj^ 



^s 
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mmd, ahd be in a €oiiditioli> uttdeir the ih^- 
€ueiice of the fcc4y Spflrit^ to prcflBt by 
Acm. Thfcis, in fohn xvi. 1 1^ I have 'fit 
^numy things to ftiy toydu^ hut *e cANNoi* 
BEAU TAEih Kow: and then wifers dierii 
to the i%4rit of trach^ f<x further inforinia-^ 
rdion. 

Connefted with this tendeniiers for life 
^fcipledy 

^ Aj/SirA&?r Jreafod, wkhorit doubt, Wis 
a ptudcntkl regard to the genferel yiw*^ of 
iiis mirflftiy, wkh the reft 6f the JeW!^. 

For that ^rcat «>^enti^ the call of the 
Gentiles, w^ ndt to t^e plicfe 4uti*ig like 
life of Jefus ; who was fent Mly to the lojl 
fieep of the houfe cftfrael ° ; that is, he was 
;perfmally to addrefe himfelf only to them ; 
the converfion of the Hea^then being to 
be effeded, after his afeenfion, by the 
miniftry of his ApoiWes attd foUbwdrs. 
Hence, had oitt SaviWBtt: plainly uhfol^- 
ed this fecret to the Jews, he ^oiild 
certainly have indifpoTed thetn iot paying 
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any regard to his miffion. And yct> 
fo important a part of his charafter was 
•not to be wholly concealed. It was there- 
fore fignified in this covert way ; and 
(being itfelf a prophecy of fomething 
yet to be deferred) in the mode, and 
with the ufual obfcurity, of a prophetic 
information. 

What I have juft now obferved of the 
caution with which our Lord revealed his 
purpofe of calling the Gentiles, explains 
the reafon why St. John's account of the 
^rjl tranfadion in the temple, differs fo 
much from that which the other Evange^ 
lifts give of the fecond. Jefus had juft 
entered on his prophetic office, when he 
ufed the Jign of purging the temple, of 
which St. John fpeaks : he therefore leaves 
the Jews to their own interpretation of 
that fign, faying only, T^ake tbefe things 
hence : make not my Father s boufe an houfe 
of merchandize \ as though a zeal for that 
houfe had been his fole inducement to 
make ufe of it : and accordingly the dif- 

ciples, 
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clples, as I before obferved, fo underftood 
him. But, when he thought fit to em* 
ploy this Jignificative aSlion a fecond time, 
of which the other Evangelifls only fpeak^ 
his miniiftry was then drawing to a con- 
clufion. So that he is now lefs fcrupulous 
of giving offence, and does all but direftly 
interpret the fign himfelf, by referring 
his hearers to the prophecy of Ifaiah, 
which was the proper key to it — He 
taught them^ fiyl^gj Is it not written. My 
houfe /hall be called the boufe of prayer for 
all the nations "^ ? StlU, there was fome 
obfcurity, which he did not think fit alto- 
gether to remove : but he had faid enough 
to coitedt their former hafl:y conclufion. 
For we are not told by thofe other 
Evangelifl:s, as we are by St. John, that 
the difciples confidered what they had ken 
their Matter do, as a pure a£t of zeal for 
the honour of the temple : the prophecy, 
without doubt, fuggefted fomething to 
their minds^ which led them to appre* 

^ Mark xi. ly. 

hend 
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fceftd « faithfer *nd h'^er purpofe In that 
trattfadioh. 

3. Laftly, *wfe tnay fuppofe, that the in- 
foirmitibii W^s givfen in this fymboUc way^ 
that> when iftfeh laV thte event, they might 
ht the ttioye ftrttngly convinced of its 
tteing C^rlft's iilteft'tion it fliould come to 
pafi, by calling to iliihd the fenfible and 
ftrikihg fiiamief , in which it had been pre- 
dicted by him* 

For thefe, or other realbns^ the method 
feel'e employed by Chrift to fignify his in- 
tended jfavour to the Gentiles^ might be 
moft proper. In the mean time, as I faid^ 
this intention was not wholly to be con- 
cealed: for then the call of the Gentiles 
might be deemed an after-thought^ and 
not to have been originally in his com- 
iniilton. Accordingly^ it i^ intiitiated very 
frequently ita our Lord's difcourfes to the 
|ewSi and ^pdhed more deairly on many 
ndCcafiort^ ttt Ws Apofiles; and was, in 
truth, fo much in his view, and fo con- 
ftantly prefent to him, that, as we now 

find, 
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find, it was one of ^tfirji^ and lajl things 
he did, to go into the temple, and^ by ai^ 
expreffive fign, to declare his gracious pUr* 
ppfe towards the Heatlieii. 

We may, further, obferve (fo intent ^a$ 
the Divine Providence on gradually unveil- 
ing the glory of this myftery ^, as St. Paul 
terms it) that the moment pur blefled 
Lord expired on the crofs, the veil of the 
temple ims rent in twain from the top to the 
hottom: z Jign^ to fome purpofc, of that 
great event which Jefus had foretold^ and 
which Gqd himfelf held forth to the 
aftoniflied Jews> as the cleareft emblem 
of his purpofed favour to the Gentiles; 
when the Sanftuary itfelf, as well as the 
outermoft court of their temple, was thus 
laid open to the access, and vindicated tp 
the ufe, of all nations* 

Finalfyi in due time, this purpofe was 
clearly and explicitly made known to 
Peter, in his famous vilion: and thus 

5 C9I0C i. 27. 
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it plealed God to reveal this adorable 
inyfterj^, ^* The falvatibn of the Gentile 
Wdrid,** (which, though not the iv2mediaf€f 
was the moft iihportarif end of Chrift^s 
tomnilffibn} by every inode of communi- 
catioh, wllith he had ever employed in his 
intercdurie \tith martkihd ; by the ^word of 
prophecy — by Jimiittudes^ by the hand (f 
Jefus — by an extraordinary Jign from bea^ 
'den^^zxi^ by Vyim. 

h^it fo minute a tommentaty oh this 
fcimotis aft, of ChriJTs driving the buyers 
^nd pilefs Hut of the temple^ xxtxj I be per- 
mitted to conclude, that if, now, ftands 
clear of thofc diflScUlties, which ha\^ 
been ufually found^ in it? — It i\^s no 
iudeceiit ftaft of ze^l in oUr Lord : it was 
no violent invaiion ^ the rights of any: 
it was no aft of civil authority, ufupped 
by him^: but a prophetic information^ ^otV" 
xcytA in SL prophetic form, of an event, the 
, moft important to mankind, and to. the 
accomplifhment of his own office and 
miniftry. It was a calm, rational, inoffen- 
I five 
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five aft ; not unworthy the perfon of our 
blefled Lord ; or, rather, full of that wit- 
dom, which adorned his charader, and 
Atone out in all his conduft and convert 

iatiom 
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